CommoiTfoealtb  of 


EEPOET  OF  THE  AUHITOE  GENERAL,  SECRET AEY  OF 
THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  THE 
STATE  TEEASUEEE. 

ON  THE 

TAX  LAWS  OF  THE  STATE, 


MADE  IK 


COMPLIANCE  WITH  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  OP  THE 
LEGISLATURE,  APPROVED  APRIL  12,  186T. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of-Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/reportofauditorg00penn_13 


COHTENTS. 


PAGJ5. 


I.  Joint  resolutions.. . . . . . . , .  1 

II.  General  report  on  the  subject . . . « .  3 

III.  Proposed  bill  on  enrolment  tax,  with  accompanying  remarks .  9 

IV.  Proposed  bill  on  State,  county  and  township  taxes,  with  accompa¬ 

nying  remarks . ...» .  17 

V.  Proposed  bill  for  taxation  of  offices,  on  process  and  on  commis¬ 
sions. . 60 

VI.  Proposed  bill  for  taxation  of  corporations,  with  accompanying  re¬ 
marks... . . . 64 

V II.  Proposed  bill  for  license  and  tax  of  foreign  insurance  companies, 

with  accompanying  remarks..... .  78 

Till.  Bill  proposed  as  supplement  to  No.  4,  with  accompanying  re¬ 
marks.  . .  87 

IX.  An  Act  taxing  bank  stocks . 92* 


I 


fc  *  »  •  •  *  «  * 

*  *  “  •  i  U  '  4 


' 


JOINT  RESOLUTION 


Relative  to  revising,  collating  and  digesting  the  tax  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met ,  That  the  Auditor 
General,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  State  Treasurer,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  required  to  revise,  collate  and  digest,  all  public  acts  and  statutes 
regulating  and  relating  to  the  system  of  taxation  in  this  Commonwealth, 
for  State,  county,  school  and  municipal  purposes 

Section  2.  'i  hat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  General,  Secretarv  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  State  Treasurer  to  carefully  collect,  and  reduce  into 
one  act,  the  different  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  which,  from  similarity  of  sub¬ 
ject,  ought  to  be  so  arranged  and  consolidated;  to  divest  the  said  acts  of 
all  useless  verbiage ;  to  arrange  the  several  acts  under  proper  titles  and 
sections;  to  omit  all  such  acts,  or  parts,  as  shall  have  been  repealed,  sup¬ 
plied,  or  expired  ;  to  report  and  suggest  to  the  Legislature  such  contradic¬ 
tions,  omissions,  or  imperfections,  as  may  appear  in  the  statutes,  and  the 
mode  in  which  the  same  may  be  reconciled,  supplied,  or  amended,  desig¬ 
nating  the  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  which  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  recom¬ 
mend  the  passage  of  sucn  new  acts  as  such  repeal  may  render  necessary, 
and  generally  to  execute  the  duties,  hereby  confided  to  them,  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  to  render  the  tax  laws  of  Pennsylvania  more  perfect,  plain  and  sim¬ 
ple  :  Provided,  That  in  the  revision,  collating  and  digesting  proposed,  nc^ 
change  of  phraseology  shall  be  made,  that  will,  in  any  wise,  impair,  alter, 
or  affect,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  any  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  except 
in  those  instances  in  which  it  shall  be  expressly  proposed  to  alter  and 
amend  such  acts. 

Section  3.  That  report  shall  be  made  to  the  next  Legislature,  by  the  Au¬ 
ditor  General,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  State  Treasurer,  of  the 
result  of  their  labors,  together  with  the  necessary  bill  prepared,  and  notes^ 
of  changes  proposed,  if  any  ;  which  report  shall  be  in  pamphlet  form. 

Section  4  That  the  Auditor  General,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  State  'Treasurer  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  such  assistance  as, 
in  their  judgment,  they  may  require,  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  by 
this  act:  Provided,  The  expense  of  such  assistance  shall  not  exceed  two 
thousand  dollars. 

JOHN  P.  GLASS, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

jb  '  LOUIS  W.  HALL, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  twelfth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty- seven. 
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JNO.  W.  GEARY. 


REPORT. 


Harrisburg,  December  24-,  1867 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania : 

t.  'rbe  “Ddersigaed,  having  performed  the  duty  imposed  bv  the  joint  resolu- 

tions  of  your  honorable  bodies,  approved  12th  April  1867  respectfully 
mi  mut  the  following  report :  ,  respectiuuy 

"-as  at  first  supposed  general  power  had  been  given  so  to  modify  and 
change  existing  laws  on  the  whole  subject  of  revenue  and  taxation  ! 
would  be  most  conducive  to  the  perfection  of  a  genera!  code  of  tax  laws 
A  careful  examination  of  the  authority  conferred,  however,  impeded  The 
conclusion  that  power  was  only  granted  to  “  revise,  collate  and  digest  ”  ex 
1-L  ng  laws,  and  to  recommend  such  changes  as  might  be  considered  n’eces- 
smy  to  improve  the  present  system,  and  with  this  understanding  the  tTk 
has  been  done.  Whilst  this  view  of  the  authoritv  give^aed  dufy 

tedSefordinhethe3P°“8!bl  Uf '  k  ‘S’  QferrBeless>  iu  some  respects  f/be  re°rei  ’ 
ted,  for,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  there  are  sonm  defec  s  in  the 

present  system  so  glaring  and  fatal,  that  nothing  short  of  a  complete  and 
radical  change  can  ever  produce  any  adequate  remedy.  1 

On  due  reflection,  and  on  consultation  with  the  rfuneri nt—ndeni  nf  n™ 
Schools,  and  other  intelligent  fri,  nds,  it  was  nofdtS  adv.tble  to  d“tirb 

!bitX-'  “g  SJ8iT  fT  thi!  assessment  and  collection  of  school  taxes  ’esne- 
.  ny  in  view  m  the  tact  that  the  commissioners  appointed  to  rpv;Vtho 

-45^wSKy£5Sj  re  tare ?* 

SSTiSSttT ih"“"  “*  ™  * 

deen  deemed  best  to  retain  it  in  the  same  General  Jaw  rhP  h 

]ect,  aud  the  authority  thus  defined  seemed  tn  Hi  i  \  tu  •2;(3Deial  i5lJ0‘ 
into  several  different  heads  AcfordinX  the  ■ 

Prepared,  and  are  herewith  submitted  S  **  *  U7e  bwU 

rolmenftaT1  *  re''i8e-a!“e“d-  aad  consolidate  existing  laws  regulating  e, 

J*  iadAcoltec7onS  of  “Ce '  C0Daf^  existin^  for  the  assess- 
evies.  LO“eLaou  btate  ta^es,  and  county  and  township  rates  a  d 

3.  An  Act  to  consolidate  existing  laws  recrulatinfr  8tnio  to.-  ^ 

<n  process,  and  on  commissions.  '3  amS  State  taxes  upon  offices, 


«-*«* ,b”  ““  “'T  r 

poratiocs  brokers  and  banker*^  coQ9oU(Jate  the  several  laws  regulating 

the  UcMsing  of  foreign  insurance  c0“Pama^end  and  consolidate  existing 

-rd 

srXtgs*  BSr  si 


2»K* 

the  sections  oi  existing  modifications  only,  as  were  mau 

*tg»i525; » r%  .«■ 

.»»,.« £KW«»»  ~jssSf  »«>•“» 
si  b*  -*  »~wjf2s»tn«-  »». 

and  under  proper  beads  isions  of  several  enactments  on  t 

-<•  “« S  SS  *•“>”■  ftt  S5S ®»  S.  »r 

subject.  rj^e  substance  of  that  is  n  .  aL0nd  sections  of  the 

Y7.«s^^urcr- 

in  cases  where  tnty  ,  ,  several  sec- 

b?he  accompanying  notes  show  to  Jokm  ^“/sections  with  the  ori- 

glDTte  proposed  law,  regulating  h  ee  in  relation  to  tax  on  offices, 

me  prop  Commonwealth;  and  the  inie  ,.  of  foreign  m- 

SeC:!  'fyand  commissions,  on  corporation s  r ^  n#ral  and  State 

process,  am  t0  be  executed  by  tne.  a  these  several 

suranee  comp  .  V  1  •  ve(j  a  comparison  of  existing  gai  0f  the  re- 

m:FH:  ssHsfS^? 

machinery,  some  tu«n  supplement  thereto  .It  *P£  >nd  supp,e. 

CiB,;  ‘thltle  subjects  embraced  in  ^iadX^t  enactments,  covering  a 
nation,  that  tn  J  ^  sixty-eight  dineren  down  to  that 

meat  are  years,  from  the  act  of  1st  f  a^  ’submitted,  to 

it  is^ntended  and  £ 
rep6aled-  ETeQSb0UW 
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it  turn  out  that  some  wholesome  provision  of  existing  law  has 
oot-ed  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  general  repeal  be  adopted, 
and  th’at  any  omissions  hereafter  discovered,  shall  be  suppl  ed,  not  by  reviv¬ 
ing  the  old  faw,  but  by  such  new  enactments  as  may  supply  the  defect- 
An  effort  was  made  by  printed  circulars,  prepared  and  sent  to  the  county 
commissioners  and  county  treasurers  of  every  county  to  elicit  mformatio 
on  the  practical  operation  of  existing  laws,  and  inviting  f 

amendment.  A  number  of  intelligent  replies  were  rt.celr®f;,  a“f,  "0.“®d0 
the  suggestions  have  been  incorporated  into  the  laws  herewith  suj  ’ 

and  others  regarded  as  valuable,  are  recommended  to  the  respectful  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Legislature.  From  all  information  attainable,  and  a  caie- 
ful  examination  of  the  whole  subject  of  taxation,  there  appear  to ^be  sev¬ 
eral  radical  defects  in  our  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  state 
and  county  taxes.  To  some  of  these  attention  is  now  invited  . 

1.  The  inequality  of  assessments 

2  The  improper  mode  of  collecting  State  and  county  taxes. 

So  manifest  and  universal  are  the  inequalities  in  our  present  assessments 
they  vitiate  our  whole  system.  Taxation,  to  be  just,  should  be  equal ;  and 
it  is  conceded  by  all  who  know  anything  on  this  subject,  that  this  great :  end 
has  never  been  attained.  The  law  imperatively  requires  that  in  all  assess 
monte  made  every  item  of  property  shall  be  valued  at  “  the  actual  value 
thereof,  and  ’at  such  rates  and  prices  for  which  the  same  would  separately 
buna  fiar.  sell  ”  Vet  these  plain  provisions  of  the  statute  so  indispensao 
to  a  just  basis  cf  taxation,  are  uniformly  dr  regarded,  and  it  is  usual  to  asse=. 
property  at  from  one-fifth  to  one-third  and  one-half  its  real  value.  I  _ 
sworn  officers  could,  year  after  year,  so  utterly  disregard  the  law,  would 
seem  incredible,  had  the  fact  not  been  continually  demonstrated  to  every 
tax-oaver  iu  the  State.  Many  causes  may  have  operated  to  effect  tb. s  re¬ 
sult-  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  evils  and  temptations  moment  to 
the  elective  system,  lie  at  the  bottom  of  this  perpetual  fountain  oi  mjusuce 
and  wrong.  It  is  believed  a  due  regard  for  the  rights  and  interests  of  cur 
people  requires  a  total  abolition  of  the  present  system,  and  the  substitueon 
of  something  better.  Whether  assessors  should  not  be  appointed  by  the 
courts,  or  by  some  other  authority,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Legislature 
might  see  proper  to  impose,  is  respectfully  submitted  as  well  worthy  the 

most  serious  and  careful  consideration.  _  ,  .  , 

2  The  defect  iu  the  present  system  of  collecting  taxes  by  township  c 
lectors,  instead  of  by  one  collector  for  each  county,  it  is  proposed  to  remedy 
by  the  abolition  of  township,  ward  and  borough  collectors,  for  btate  and 
county  taxes,  and  to  confer  the  necessary  powers  to  discharge  the  duties  on 
the  county  treasurers  of  the  respective  counties.  The  system  proposed  has 
long  been  in  use  iu  other  States,  and  has  worked  well.  Our  system  has 
proved  expensive,  inefficient  aad  unsatisfactory,  and  is  the  subject  of  general 
complaint  By  an  act,  approved  the  3d  of  April,  1851,  the  proposed  system 
was  introduced  into  the  county  of  Venango;  and  since  that  time  by  some 
ten  different  enactments,  it  has  been  extended  to  the  counties  ol  Beaver, 
Bucks,  Carbon,  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Jefferson,  Luzerne,  Mercer  and  Mon- 
roe  The  same  system,  substantially,  has  also  been  extended  to  Allegheny 
and  Philadelphia;  and  in  no  instance  has  it  ever  been  abandoned,  alter  trial 
In  all  the  counties  in  which  the  new  system  is  in  operation,  the  expenses  ot 
collection  have  been  greatly  diminished,  and  the  duplicates  'or  r^e  ®®vera 
townships  and  districts  have  been  promptly  settled  up  ;  whilst  unuer  the  old 
system,  it  is  usual  to  have  outstanding  duplicates  unsettled  for  several  pLe- 
ceding  years.  To  remedy  these  evils,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the 
supplement  to  the  general  tax  law,  herewith  submitted,  be  promptly  enacted. 
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It  simply  consolidates  into  one  harmonious  whole  the  provisions  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  laws  now  in  force  in  the  counties  named,  and  repeals  all  former  laws 
on  the  subject.  So  convinced  are  the  undersigned  that  this  should  be  done, 
they  would  have  incorporated  this  new  system  of  collection  into  the  general 
law,  submitted  on  State  and  county  taxes,  but  for  an  unwillingness  to  assume 
authority  not  conferred,  and  an  apprehension  that,  by  reason  of  the  slow¬ 
ness  of  our  people  to  adopt  reforms,  it  might  cause  the  whole  matter  to 
share  the  fate  of  sundry  former  reports  and  codifications  of  the  revenue  and 
tax  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  same  considerations  have  excluded  from  the  bills  prepared,  sundry 
other  amendments  regarded  as  important  The  most  valuable  of  these  are 
here  submitted  as  suggestions,  and  recommended  as  worthy  of  careful  ex¬ 
amination.  if  approved,  they  may  be  incorporated  into  the  bills  reported, 
or  added  as  supplements  to  existing  laws  on  the  several  subjects  to  which 
they  appertain. 

1.  f8  hat  owners  of  unseated  lands,  should  be  required  to  pay  their  taxes 
thereon  annually,  like  owners  of  other  property  ;  or  in  default  thereof,  such 
interest  or  penalty  should  be  imposed  as  would  indemnify  for  the  delay. 

2.  i  hat  the  compensation  of  assessors  should  be  increased,  with  a  view 
to  secure  the  services  of  more  competent  men 

3.  That  there  should  be  more  stringent  provisions  for  compelling  correct 
returns  of  personal  property  by  tax- payers,  especially  of  money  at  interest, 
requiring  schedules  under  oath,  with  authority  to  the  assessors  to  administer 
the  oath. 

4  Whether  the  recent  decisions  of  the  courts,  depriving  the  State  of  or¬ 
dinary  revenues  from  accustomed  sources,  does  not  make  it  necessary  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  by  new  enactments. 

5.  Whether  amendments  to  our  revenue  laws  cannot  be  made,  which  will 
equalize  the  burdens  of  taxation,  it  being  apparent  that  some  persons  and 
interests  are  now  compelled  to  contribute  more  than  their  share  in  the  shape 
o  taxes,  whilst  others  equally  able  are  required  to  pay  less 

The  notes  accompanying  the  bill  consolidating  the  laws  taxing  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  the  bill  regulating  the  licensing  of  foreign  insurance  companies, 
are  so  lull  that  very  little  can  be  added  on  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  April  30,  1864,  the  only  general  law  taxing 
corporations,  with  the  exception  of  the  law  taxing  bank  dividends,  was  the 
act  of  April  12,  1859,  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  capital  stock  of  all  corpo¬ 
rations,  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State.  The  act  of  April  30,  1864, 
passed  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  when  the  needs  of  the  Treasury,  both  pre¬ 
sent  and  prospective,  were  very  great,  imposed  an  additional  tax  on  the 
tonnage  or  railroad  and  transportation  companies,  and  an  additional  tax 
upon  the  net  earnings  or  income  of  ail  corporations  not  liable  to  the  tax  on 
tonnage.  The  act  of  February  23,  1866,  further  enlarged  the  public  reve¬ 
nue  by  imposing  a  tax  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  gross  receipts 
of  all  railroad  and  transportation  companies  ;  and  the  act  of  March  22,  1867, 
imposed  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  ton  upon  ail  the  coal  mined  and  carried  by 
transportation  companies  possessing  mining  rights,  and  released  these  com¬ 
panies  from  the  payment  of  the  tonnage  tax  on  this  coal,  and  from  the  tax 
on  gross  receipts  so  far  as  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  same.  This  last 
act  was  rendered  necessary  from  the  fact  that  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  Dauphin  county  had  decided,  which  decision  was  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Commonwealth,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  forbade  the  taxa¬ 
tion  of  tonnage  carried  from  a  point  within  to  a  point  without  the  State  of 
Pennsyl  vania,  whereby  the  great  mining  and  transporting  companies  sup¬ 
plying  the  northern  markets  with  anthracite  coal,  and  realizing  enormous 
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profits  from  the  valuable  privileges  possessed  under  the  laws  of  this  State, 
escaped  their  just  measure  of  taxation.  As  the  laws  now  stand,  therefore, 
railroad  and  transportation  companies  are  liable  to  the  tax  on  capital  stock, 
under  the  act  of  1859,  to  the  tax  on  tonnage  under  the  act  of  1864,  to  the 
tax  on  gross  receipts  under  the  act  of  1866,  and  a  limited  number,  for  the 
reasons  above  stated,  to  the  tax  on  anthracite  coal,  under  the  act  of  1867. 
Other  corporations,  not  engaged  in  transportation,  are  liable  to  the  tax  on 
capital  stock,  under  the  act  of  J859,  and  the  tax  on  net  earnings  or  income, 
under  section  second,  of  the  act  of  1864. 

In  this  connection  a  short  survey  of  the  revenue  derived  from  these  va¬ 
rious  acts  will  tend  to  show  how  important  a  part  corporations  bear  in  our 
general  tax  system,  and  how  cautiously  the  laws  which  have  contributed 
so  largely  to  the  financial  health  of  the  State  should  be  touched. 

During  the  past  six  years  we  find  that  the  revenue  derived  from  the  tax 
on  capital  stock,  has  been  in— 


1862  . . ........ . . . . .  $423,405  74 

1863  . . .  . .  438,622  96 

1864  . . . . . . . . . . . .  638,292  92 

1865. . . . . . . . . .  1,237,933  18 

1866 . . . . . . . .  1,258,  960  05 

1867...... . . . .  . . . . .  1,209,024  17 


Notwithstanding  the  State  banks  were  generally  converted  into  National 
banks,  and  the  tax  derived  from  their  capital,  once  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  revenue  from  this  source,  gradually  failed,  it  will  be  observed  that 
this  tax  was  nearly  doubled  between  the  years  1864  and  1865,  and  that  the 
highest  mark  of  1866  has  been  nearly  maintained  during  the  last  year.  In 
fact,  the  general  average  of  the  year  1867  is  greater  than  that  of  1866,  but 
the  larger  aggregate  of  that  year  is  due  to  extraordinary  dividends  of  sev¬ 
eral  large  corporations. 

The  tax  on  net  earnings  or  income,  imposed  by  the  act  of  1864,  has 
yielded  the  following  sums  : 


1864.,... . $18,660  66 

1865  . . 143,073  24 

1866. . .  163,240  37 

1867 . 242,124  26 


Showing  a  steady  and  gratifying  increase.  This  tax  has  been  resisted 
at  every  step,  by  companies  appealing  from  settlements  made  by  the  Audi¬ 
tor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  on  grounds  fully  stated  in  the  notes  to  the 
consolidated  act.  Since  that  act  was  prepared,  Judge  Pearson  has  fully 
sustained  the  accounting  officers,  in  the  view  that  the  tax  on  net  earnings 
is  in  addition  to  the  tax  on  capital  stock.  The  tax  on  tonnage  has  yielded  in 


1864  . . . . . . . .  .........  ........  $198,747  03 

1865  . . . . .  388,  993  90 

1866... . . . . . . . . .  401,741  58 

1867 . . . . . . . .  336,317  06 


The  falling  off  in  1867,  is  attributable  partly  to  the  diminution  of  busi¬ 
ness,  and  partly  to  the  decision  before  referred  to,  by  which  tonnage  car¬ 
ried  to  or  from  the  State  has  escaped  taxation. 

The  tax  on  gross  receipts  yielded  in— 


1866. . . . . .  $132,472  33 

1867.... . . . .  . . . . . . .  342,332  27 

And  the  tax  on  anthracite  coal,  recently  imposed,  the  sum  of  $102,  936  59 
in  the  past  year,  which  is  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  falling  off  in  the 
tonnage  tax. 


h  rom  this  hasty  survey,  it  will  be  observed  that  whereas  the  entire 
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amount  of  taxation  derived  from °f  in  the  past 

exclusive  of  tax  on  National 

b*We  have 

different  taxes,  with  the  view  of wndenng  »s“'enue  ]erived  there. 
understood,  but,  having  m  view  th be  hazardous,  and  eon- 

fZ2Z  co nfine  our 'labors  to  the  work  of  consolidation  and  revision  within 

the  scope  of  the  authority  delegated.  d  the  act  of  1856, 

1862  . . . - . .  .  41,630  74 

1863  . . . . . . . *  - . .  ...  51,218  32 

1864  . . . * . . . HO,  551  96 

1865..... . . . . . ‘ .  .  128,758  12 

1866  . . . . . 190,052  29 

1867  . . V  *  *  *  ‘ *  lull-  oo  moauies,  euacted  at  different 

The  laws  regulating  the  hcensmg  u  comprehended  in  a  sin- 

times  and  spread  over  a  wide  sur  »  system  from  the  operation  of 

le  law,  without  altering  or  impairing  the  system  rrOj  which  £as  pr0ved 

which  the  State  has  derived  so  ham  so  ^  of  a  8{ngle  instance  in  which 
beneficial  to  the  people.  ®  _  ,  ioss  from  the  failure  of  an  insu- 

any  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  ha3,s“ff^J“fbQgiQess  in  this  State. 

ranee  company  regularly  license  whatever  errors  or  imperfections 

-  In  conclusion,  indulgence  is  asked  for  whatever^  e.r^  ^  required  much 

may  be  discovered  in  the  work  herei Ah  interruptions,  consequent 

time  and  labor,  and  been  Perf°r“*d  5  other  important  official  duties.  The 
upon  the  cotemporaneous  discharg  .  ^  Cgafer  with  your  honorable 

undersigned  will  be  pleaae  ’  a  hich  may  have  the  bills  in  charge,  and  to 

communicate^such  further  information  or  expiations  as  is  in  their  power 

to  give.  j.  F.  HARTRANFT, 

Auditor  General. 

F.  JORDAN-, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

W  H.  KEMBLE, 

'T’nr-an  QIIV Ph' 
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AN  ACT 

To  revise,  amend.,  and  consolidate  existing  laws  regulating  Enrolment 

Tax. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assenu 
bly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  hereafter  no  private  act  of  Assembly,  hereinafter  de¬ 
scribed  and  taxed,  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  office  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  published,  or  have  the  force 
and  effect  of  law,  until  the  party  asking  or  requiring  the  same 
shall  have  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 

following  sums,  to  wit  :  .  . 

On  every  act  incorporating,  or  extending,  or  renewing  the 
charter  of  any  bank,  with  a  capital  not  exceeding  two  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 

With  a  capital  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  four  bundled  dol¬ 
lars. 

With  a  capital  over  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  of  five  nun 
dred  dollars. 

With  a  capital  over  six  hundied  thousand  dollars,  and  not 
exceeding  one  million  dollars,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

With  a  capital  over  one  million  dollars,  the  sum  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

On  every  act  chartering,  or  renewing,  or  extending,  the  Savings institu- 
charter  of  any  savings  institution,  bank  of  deposit,  or  safe  tion. 
deposit  company,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

On  every  act  incorporating  or  re-chartering  any  iron,  coal,  jron?  coai,  man- 
manufacturing,  mining,  warehousing,  or  oil  company,  or  con-  nfacturing,  mi- 
ferring  any  of  these  rights  or  privileges  upon  any  existing 
corporation,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  ;  and  in  all  cases  a^-es> 
heretofore  enumerated,  where  the  chartered  privileges  are 
given  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years,  the  amounts  re-  when  double 
spectively  shall  be  double  the  rates  above  specified.  tax. 

On  every  act  for  the  incorporation  of  any  canal,  railroad,  Canal,  railroad 
transportation,  telegraph,  boom,  general  express,  steam  ves-  and  other  coi- 
sel,  lumber,  or  exploring  company,  or  for  insurance,  except  Pora  lon" 
mutual  insurance  companies,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars; 
and  the  like  sum  on  every  bill  conferring  any  of  these  powers 
or  privileges  on  any  existing  corporation  ;  and  in  all  cases  How  taxed 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  where  the  same  act  confers  the  ne-  where^ diffevent 
cessary  powers  or  privileges  of  two  or  more  of  said  corpo-  PT^e 
rations,  the  same  taxes  shall  be  imposed  as  if  such  powers  or 
privileges  had  been  conferred  by  separate  enactments :  Provi¬ 
ded,  That  authority  to  construct  a  railroad,  not  exceeding  ten  Except  rad- 
miles  in  length,  when  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  other  roach, 
privileges  conferred,  shall  not  subject  such  act  to  any  addi¬ 
tional  tax 

On  every  act  for  the  incorporation  of  any  local  express, 


Other  corpora¬ 
tions. 

New  county. 


Divorce. 


Miscellaneous 
bills  and  excep¬ 
tions. 


Bills  null  and 
void  after  one 
year,  unless  tax 
paid. 


Repeal  of  all 
former  laws. 


transfer,  ferry,  improvement,  navigation,  land  or  market  com¬ 
pany,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 

On  every  act  for  the  erection  of  a  new  county,  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  ;  but,  in  case  the  question  of  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  such  new  county  shall  be  submitted  to  a  popular  vote 
and  decided  against  the  same,  said  tax  shall  be  refunded  by 
the  State  Treasurer  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
paid  it. 

On  every  act  for  divorce  from  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
passed  on  the  application  of  the  husband,  the  sum  of  thirty 

dollars. 

On  every  private  act  not  hereinbefore  enumerated  or  de¬ 
scribed,  except  for  the  incorporation  of  or  relating  to  churches, 
colleges,  schools,  school  districts,  library  associations,  pen¬ 
sions,  gratuities,  soldiers’  monuments,  cemeteries,  private 
claims  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  turnpike  and  plank 
road  companies,  agricultural  societies,  soldiers’  homes,  hospi¬ 
tals,  or  other  charitable  or  benevolent  associations,  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars. 

Section  2.  On  every  private  act  of  Assembly,  heretofore 
passed,  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  passed,  and  which  shall 
be  subject  to  enrolment  tax  as  herein  provided,  said  tax  shall 
be  paid  within  one  year  after  the  approval  thereof  by  the 
Governor,  or  his  failure  to  return  the  same  to  the  Legislature, 
as  required  by  the  last  clause  of  the  twenty-third  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution;  and  in  default  of  payment 
as  aforesaid,  every  such  enactment  shaii  thereafter  be  null 
and  void. 

Section  3.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  heretofore  passed 
upon  the  subject  of  enrolment  tax,  are  hereby  repealed. 
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REMARKS 

Accompanying  the  bill  “ To  revise ,  amend  and  consolidate  existing  laics 

regulating  enrolment  tax.” 

The  importance  of  this  law  as  a  source  of  revenue  is  apparent  from  the 
fact,  that  the  average  annual  amount  of  enrolment  taxes  collected  for  the 
last  four  y  iars,  is  over  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

As  the  title  of  the  bill  indicates,  the  principal  aim  of  the  commissioners 
has  been  to  codify  and  consolidate  existing  laws  on  the  subjet  t ;  and  the 
effort  has  been  made  to  condense,  into  one  harmonious  whole,  the  seven  en¬ 
actments  heretofore  passed,  and  now  in  force.  Existing  laws  have  become 
defective  in  many  respects,  and  badly  need  revision.  Sundry  clauses  are 
now  wholly  inoperative,  by  reason  of  subsequent  amendments  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  Many  corporations  and  other  laws  are  unprovided  for,  and  can  only 
be  taxeu  by  construction,  or  at  the  lowest  rates.  The  bill  reported  includes, 
classifies  and  taxes  these  as  other  laws  of  like  importance,  having  regard  to 
the  amounts  of  capital  usually  invested,  and  the  duration  and  value  of  the 
privileges  conferred. 

it  is  believed  there  is  no  longer  any  good  reason  why  any  of  these  taxes 
should  be  appropriated  to  special  objects,  and  hence  all  such  distinctions  are 
abolished  ;  and  they  all  go  into  the  sinking  fund  of  the  State  under  the  gen¬ 
eral  law  on  that  subject. 

Heretofore,  under  an  opinion  given  by  a  former  Attorney  General,  taxes 
have  been  imposed  on  the  several  powers  and  privileges  granted  by  any  one 

bill  in  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been  conferred  by  several  enactments. _ 

it  has  been  deemed  best  to  incorporate  this  just  priuciple  into  the  text  of 
the  new  law  proposed,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  done.  There  is  a  con¬ 
stant  tendency  to  disregard  or  evade  that  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
which  provides  that  “No  bill  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  containing 
more  than  one  subject,  which  shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  the  title  and 
also,  that  other  clause  which  declares  that  “No  law  hereafter  enacted  shall 
create,  renew  or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  corporation.”  It  is 
believed  this  provision  of  the  present  bill  is  not  only  just  in  itself,  but  that 
it  will  remove  at  least  one  inducement  and  temptation  to  violate  the  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  the  State. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  encountered,  arises  out  of  the  question  of 
time;  and  this  no  former  act  has  attempted  to  meet  The  twenty- fifth 
section  of  tne  first  article  of  the  Constitution  limits  the  period  for  which 
banking  privileges  shall  be  granted,  to  twenty  years,  and  it  has  long  been 
the  practice  or  the  Legislature  to  grant  other  chartered  privileges  for  the 
same  period  Recently,  however,  it  is  not  uousual  to  grant  corporate  rights, 
and  confer  other  privileges,  without  any  limitation,  and  in  many  cases  this 
may  be  proper  enough.  It  must  be  manifest,  however,  that  it  is  uuequal 
and  unjust,  to  tax  one  corporation  the  same  amount  for  privileges  granted 
lor  twenty-years,  as  is  imposed  upon  another  for  like  privileges  conferred 
without  any  limitation.  There  is  no  ratio  between  twenty  years  and  per¬ 
petuity  ;  and  in  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  be  no  scale  of  taxes  so  ad¬ 
justed,  as  even  to  approximate  equality.  In  the  bill  submitted,  the  laws 
creating  corporations,  including  banks  and  others  usually  limited  heretofore, 
have  been  arrangea  in  one  class,  and  the  taxes  doubled  on  all  such,  where 
the  limitation  shall  not  be  imposed.  Whilst  this  does  not  fully  meet  the 
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difficulty,  it  is  believed  much  better  than  no  restraint,  and  that  the  tendency 
of  it  will  be  to  maintain  the  old  landmarks.  This  important  question, 
together  with  that  of  exemptions,  raised  by  the  last  clause  of  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  bill,  and  all  others  involved  therein,  are  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  for  such  action  thereon  as  their 
wisdom  may  determine. 


t 
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AN  ACT 

To  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  existing  laws  for  the  assessment  and  collection  ol 
State  taxes,  and  county  and  township  rates  and  levies. 


TABLE  OF  CONTEXTS. 

I.  County  and  Township  Bates  and  Levies. 

A.  Of  the  Assessment  of  County  Taxes. 


1.  Commissioners  to  make  annual  esti-  j 

mates. 

2.  How  property  to  be  assessed. 

3.  What  property  to  be  assessed. 

4.  Assessors  and  assistant  assessors  to  be  j 

sworn. 

5.  Form  of  oath. 

6.  Commissioners  may  raise  or  reduce 

assessments. 

7.  Proceedings  in  case  of  false  return  of  ! 

value. 

B.  Of  the 

13.  Commissioners  to  transmit  transcripts 

to  the  assessors,  with  the  rate  and 
day  of  appeal. 

14.  Assessors  to  give  notice  thereof  to  j 

persons  charged. 

15.  Commissioners  to  give  public  notice  , 

of  time  and  place  of  appeal. 

16.  When  notice  to  be  given  in  the  years 

succeeding  the  tri-ennial  assess¬ 
ments. 


8.  Penalty  on  assessors  for  neglect  of 

duty. 

9.  For  not  complying  with  precept. 

10.  Commissioners  to  apportion  taxes 

among  the  different  wards,  &c. 
Limitation  of  power  to  tax. 

11.  When  property  to  be  re-assessed. 

12.  Seated  lands  to  be  assessed  with  the 

mansion  house. 


Appeal. 

17.  Appeals  in  such  years  regulated.  No 

abatement  to  be  made  except  in  year 
of  tri-ennial  assessment,  &c. 

18.  Assessors  to  attend  at  appeals. 

19.  Assessments  to  be  regulated,  and  du¬ 

plicates  made. 

20.  Appeals  may  be  heard  at  subsequent 

times. 


C.  Of  the  Board  of  Revision. 


21.  Board  of  revision  constituted.  Oath  1 

of  members. 

22.  Commissioners  to  give  public  notice  i 

of  assessments,  and  of  time  of  ad-  j 
justing  valuation. 

D.  Of  Tax 

27.  Assessors  to  return  names  of  suitable 

persons  for  collectors.  Who  to  be 
appointed. 

28.  In  case  of  failure  or  neglect,  others  to 

be  appointed  and  give  bond. 

29.  Collectors  to  give  bond.  When  secu¬ 

rity  may  be  dispensed  with. 

30.  Penalty  for  refusal  to  serve  as  collector 

or  assessor. 

31.  Warrants  to  be  issued  to  collectors. 


23.  Returns  to  be  open  to  inspection. 

24.  Duties  of  board  of  revision. 

25.  To  hear  appeals. 

26.  Then*  neglect  not  to  invalidate  State 

taxes  assessed. 

Collectors. 

32  Powers  of  collectors.  Certain  persons 
not  to  be  arrested  or  imprisoned. 

33.  Certificate  of  amount  due  by  collectors 

to  be  filed  in  prothonotary’s  office. 
To  have  the  effect  of  a  judgment. 

34.  Clerk  to  enter  and  furnish  to  treasurer 

names  of  collectors,  and  amount  ol 
dupli  cates. 

35.  Collectors  to  make  returns  on  oath. 


id 


E.  Of  Defaulting  Tax  Collectors. 


36.  County  treasurer  to  issue  warrant 

against  defaulters. 

37.  Commissioners  to  issue  warrant  for 

sale  of  property  seized. 


38.  Sheriff  to  execute  conveyances  to  pur¬ 

chasers.  Process  may  issue  to  an¬ 
other  county. 

39.  Like  proceedings  to  be  had  against 

sheriffs,  &c.,  for  taxes  received  bv 
them. 


F.  Of  Township  Rates. 


40.  Powers  of  supervisors  to  lay  rates. 

41.  Power  of  overseers  to  lay  rates. 

42.  Township  rates  to  be  levied  on  adjust¬ 

ed  valuation. 

43.  Duty  of  township  assessors. 

44.  Rates  to  be  entered  in  a  book,  and  be 

subject  to  inspection.  Copies  to  be 
given. 

45.  Penalty  for  refusal. 

46.  Collectors,  how  appointed. 

47.  To  give  security. 

48.  Duplicates  to  be  made  out  and  war¬ 

rants  issued  to  collectors. 

49.  Supervisors  to  give  public  notice  to 

persons  charged  to  work  out  their 
road  taxes. 


50.  Powers  of  collectors. 

51.  Parties  aggrieved  may  appeal. 

52.  Collection  may  be  stayed  until  deter¬ 

mination  of  appeal,  on  giving  bond. 

53.  How  such  bond  to  be  taken. 

54.  Where  no  township  treasurer  is  elect¬ 

ed,  supervisors  and  overseers  to  col¬ 
lect. 

55.  And  disburse  township  funds. 

56.  To  whom  warrant  to  issue,  where  there 

is  no  treasurer. 

57.  Boroughs  and  townships  to  make  sepa¬ 

rate  assessments.  To  elect  their  own 
assessors.  Their  duties. 

58.  Moneys  at  interest  not  taxable  for 

township  purposes. 


G.  Property  Exempt  from  Taxation. 


59.  Donation  lands. 

60.  Churches,  burial  grounds,  colleges, 

court  houses,  jails,  &c.  Restriction. 

6 1.  Separate  list  of  exempt  property  to  be 

returned. 


'  62.  All  property  yielding  revenue  to  be 
taxed,  unless  in  actual  use  of  an  as¬ 
sociation  exempted  from  taxation. 

63.  Railroad  loans  to  be  exempt  from  taxa¬ 
tion,  except  for  State  purposes. 


IT.  General  provisions. 


64.  Penalty  on  collectors  for  neglect  of 

duty. 

65.  Condition  of  collector’s  bond. 

66.  Effect  of  warrant. 

67.  Collectors  not  to  bring  suits  for  taxes, 

until  expiration  of  warrant. 

68.  Collectors  may  appoint  deputies. 

69.  Goods  on  the  premises  may  be  dis¬ 

trained. 

70.  Collectors  to  make  payments  within 

six  weeks. 


71.  How  abatements  may  be  made. 

72.  Collectors  to  make  final  settlements 

within  three  months. 

73.  Compensation. 

74.  No  person  to  receive  payment  of,  or 

give  receipts  for  taxes  not  duly  as¬ 
sessed,  or  from  which  the  party  has 
been  exonerated,  except  he  appears 
in  person.  Nor  to  add  names  to  the 
duplicate.  Punishment  for  so  doing. 

75.  How  taxes  may  be  assessed  against  the 

estates  of  decedents.  Lien  thereof. 


I.  > Special  Provisions  for  Philadelphia. 


76.  Election  of  assessors.  How  voted  for.  i 

Fifteenth  ward.  Nineteenth  ward! 
Twentieth  ward.  Twenty-second 
ward.  Twenty-third  ward.  Twen- 
jjjty-fourth  ward.  Changes  by  city 
councils. 

77.  Term  of  office.  Vacancies,  how  filled. 

78.  Board  of  revision  to  issue  blanks  and 

precepts.  When  returns  to  be  made 
and  what  to  contain.  Cases  of  dis¬ 
agreement  in  assessments. 


79.  How  lists  of  taxables  to  be  made  out. 

Alphabetical  lists  of  divisions  to  be 
returned.  Penalty  for  not  making 
returns. 

80.  Assessments  in  rural  districts. 

81.  Extra  assessments. 

82.  Assessors  to  make  second  return  of 

new  building.  Authorized  to  ad¬ 
minister  oaths.  Salaries. 
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J.  Board  of  Revision. 


83.  Appointment  of  board.  To  consist  of 

three  persons.  Meetings.  Salary. 

84.  Powers  and  duties  of  board  of  revi¬ 

sion.  Limitation.  Returns  to  State 
revenue  board.  Custody  of  books 
and  records.  Power  of  city  com¬ 
missioners  taken  away. 


85.  Authorized  to  issue  precepts  for  tri 
ennial  and  other  assessments.  Re 
vision  and  equalization. 


K.  Receiver  of  Taxes. 


86.  Receiver  of  taxes,  election  of.  His 

powers  and  duties.  Delivery  of  du¬ 
plicates  to  receiver.  Unpaid  taxes 
alien.  Five  per  cent,  on  delinquents. 
Public  notice  to  be  given  to  default¬ 
ing  tax-payers.  Receiver  to  issue 
warrants  to  distrain  therefor.  Er¬ 
rors,  how  corrected.  Receiver  to 
give  certificates  of  liens.  Fees. 

87.  Tax  bills  to  be  made  out  and  delivered. 

88.  Collectors  to  give  bond  for  collection 

of  taxes.  When  taxes  to  bear  in¬ 
terest. 

89.  Notice  to  delinquent  tax-payers.  List, 

how  published.  What  delinquents 
to  be  published.  Amount  of  chargse 
and  by  whom  payable. 

90.  State  taxes,  payment  of.  Allowance.  I 

City  may  contract  loans  therefor. 


91.  Receiver  to  be  charged  with  amount 

of  duplicates.  Unpaid  taxes  to  be 
registered.  To  be  a  lien.  W arrants 
to  be  issued  for  collection.  List  of 
unpaid  taxes  to  be  handed  to  solici¬ 
tor.  Duties  of  solicitor.  Receiver  to 
enter  satisfaction.  Accounts  to  be 
audited.  Judicial  sales  to  be  certi¬ 
fied  to  receiver. 

92.  Taxes  a  lien.  Lien  to  have  priorty. 

93.  Receiver  to  have  power  to  refund  taxes 

in  certain  cases. 

94.  To  appoint  and  discharge  collectors. 

Proceedings  against  defaulters. — 
Sheriff  to  make  monthlysettlements. 

95.  Powers  and  duties  of  collectors. 

96.  Delinquents  to  pay  commissions  and 

charges.  Distresses  regulated. 

97.  Receiver  to  collect  compensation  of 

collectors. 

98.  Allowances  on  taxes  for  prompt  pay¬ 

ment.  Penalty  for  delay. 


L.  Miscellaneous  provisions  for  Philadelphia. 


99.  Fiscal  year,  commencement  of.  Guar¬ 
dians  of  poor,  Ac.,  to  furnish  coun¬ 
cils  with  estimate.  Councils  to  fix 
rates  and  levy  taxes.  Money  bor¬ 
rowed  on  faith  and  credit  of  city, rela¬ 
tive  to  squares,  councils  to  obtain. 

100.  When  city  rate  to  be  fixed.  In  default, 

rate  of  preceding  year  to  be  contin¬ 
ued.  Duty  of  board  of  revision. 

101.  Railroad  property  to  be  subject  to  tax¬ 

ation  for  city  purposes.  Citv  coun¬ 
cils  authorized  to  lew  a  tax  for  mu¬ 
nicipal  purposes  on  certain  subjects. 
Tax  on  meadow  or  marsh  lands  sit¬ 
uate  in  certain  wards.  Tax  for  po¬ 
licemen,  Ac.,  not  to  be  imposed  upon 
rural  portions  of  city. 

102.  Houses  and  grounds  occupied  by  fire 

and  hose  companies  exempt  "from 
taxation. 

103.  Chief  engineer  and  survevor  to  have 

books  of  plans  of  the  city  made  out. 

104.  The  original  to  be  kept  in  the  depart¬ 

ment  of  surveys  and  duplicates  in 
office  of  board  of  revision.  Duties 
of  chief  engineer  and  surveyor  in 
relation  thereto.  He  may  furnish 
copies  thereof. 


105.  Sellers  and  buyers  of  property  to  make 

report  to  engineer  of  all  conveyances 
made.  To  be  noted  on  deed. "  Duty 
of  recorder  in  case  of  neglect.  Duty 
of  purchasers  at  judicial  sales,  devi¬ 
sees  by  will,  Ac.  Duties  of  clerks  '-f 
courts  and  registers  of  wills  in  case 
of  omission  by  parties  mentioned. 

106.  Liabilitv  for  taxes.  Tax  sales,  relative 

to. 

107.  Engineer  may  make  searches  for  con¬ 

veyances,  Ac.,  not  reported.  Pen¬ 
alty  for  failure  to  make  report. 

108.  Reports  of  descriptions  to  be  arranged , 

Ac.  Certificates  to  be  given  by  en¬ 
gineer  and  to  be  evidence. 

109.  Duplicates  to  be  made  by  board  of  re¬ 

vision.  Duplicates  to  be  kept  in  of¬ 
fice  of  receiver  of  taxes.  Duty  of 
assessors,  in  reference  to  errors  in 
books.  Penalty  for  neglect  to  report. 

110.  Duty  of  owners  of  property. 

111.  Duties  of  registering  real  estate,  on 

whom  to  devolve.  Owners  to  be 
subject  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars  for 
not  registering  real  estate  after  cer¬ 
tain  notice  given.  Neglect  for  space 
of  six  months,  relative  to.  Sale  of 
property  for  taxes,  relative  to. 


16 


112  Sheriff  to  present  deeds  of  property 
^  sold  at  judicial  sales.  Misdemeanor 
in  office  of  prothonotary,  &c. 


113.  Duty  of  recorder  of  deeds,  relative  to 
admitting  to  record  certain  deeds. 
Penalty. 


II.  State  Taxes. 

A.  Subjects  of  Taxation . 


114.  Tax  on  real  and  personal  property. 

115,  Pleasure  carriages.  Watches.  Sala¬ 

ries.  Trades  and  occupations. 
Other  property. 


116.  Stage  coaches,  &c.  Annuities.  Other 
property. 


B.  Assessment  of  State  Taxes. 


117.  Commissioners  to  issue  Ifecepte.-- 

How  taxes  to  he  assessed,  levied  and 

collected. 

118.  How  property  subject  to  ground  rent 

to  be  assessed. 

119.  Assessors  to  require  statements  from 

taxable  inhabitants. 


120.  Proceedings  in  case  of  refusal  to  fur¬ 

nish  such  statement. 

121.  Penalty  for  furnishing  false  statement. 

122.  Commissioners  to  tax  property  so  re¬ 

turned.  Fifty  per  cent,  to  be  added 
to  assessment  of  persons  refusing 
to  furnish  statement. 


C.  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners. 


123.  How  board  composed.  Meeting  and 

organization.  Oath  of  office. 

124.  Duties  of  county  commissioners. 

125.  Powers  and  duties  of  revenue  com 

missioners. 

126.  Record  of  valuation  to  be  transmitted 

to  county  commissioners.  Evidence 
before  the  board. 


127.  To  keep  a  record  and  report  to  the 
Legislature. 

128  Valuation  of  revenue  commissioners  to 

be  deemed  a  minimum  valuation. 
Excess  not  to  be  exempt  from  taxa¬ 
tion. 

129  Compensation  of  revenue .  commis¬ 

sioners.  How  paid.  Assistance. 


D.  General  Provisions. 


i  an  ( Ymntv  commissioners  to  send  tabular 
m  statement  of  assesments  to  Auditor 
General  every  three  years. 

To  cause  State  taxes  to  be  collected. 
1S1-  Interest  to  be  charged  on  deficiency 
unoaid  on  second  Tuesday  m  Janu¬ 
ary-  State  taxes  to  be  first  paid  out 
of  ^amount  collected.  Treasurer  to 
be  personally  liable  for  interest  on 
neglect  to  pay  over. 

132.  Interest  charged  ° Tcnaftv 

To  be  a  lien  on  real  estate.  Penal  y 

on  delinquents. 

133.  State  tax  on  salaries. 

1 34  Treasurer  to  deduct  State  taxes  from 

134.  Treasure^  ^  holders  Qf  gcrip. 


i or  Mandamus  to  issue  against  commis- 
13  shmers  in  case  of  neglect.  And  pun¬ 
ishable  for  misdemeanor. 

126.  Counties  to  make  up  deficiency  m 
certain  cases. 

137.  Lands  may  be  sold  fort 

may  redeem. 

138.  Duties  of  State  Treas  erand  Auditor 

General. 

139  Forms  to  be  fur*  /bed  county  com¬ 
missioners.  bo  shall  furnish 


:es.  Owners 


blanks  to  asseste  /rs. 
140.  R  mer  acts. 
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AN  ACT 

To  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  existing  laws  for  the  Assessment 
and  Collection  of  State  Taxes,  and  County  and  Township  Rates  and 

Levies. 

A.  Of  the  Assessment  of  County  Taxes 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  the  commissioners  of  every  county  shall  meet  annually,  Commissioners 
within  three  weeks  after  the  general  October  election,  and  to  make  annual 
make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  of  the  county  for  e&  lma  es‘ 
the  ensuing  year. 

Section  2.  Within  four  weeks  after  the  next  general  elec-  How  property 
tion,  as  aforesaid,  the  commisioners  of  every  county  shall  issue  to  be  assessed, 
their  precept  to  the  assessors  of  the  respective  townships, 
wards  and  districts,  requiring  them  to  make  out  and  return, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  a  just  and  perfect  list,  in  such 
form  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct,  of  the  names  of  all  the 
taxable  persons  residing  or  lawfully  taxable  within  their  sev¬ 
eral  townships,  wards,  or  districts,  and  of  all  property  taxa¬ 
ble  by  law,  together  with  a  just  valuation  of  the  same,  to  be 
made  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided  ;  said  valuation  to 
continue  until  the  next  tri-ennial  assessment,  at  which  time, 
and  tri-ennially  thereafter,  the  assessment  shall  be  made  by 
the  assessors  and  assissant  assessors,  as  prescribed  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  3.  The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  shall,  on  What  property 
the  receipt  of  the  precepts  aforesaid,  proceed  to  take  an  account  to  be  assessed, 
and  make  return,  in  the  form  directed  by  the  commissioners, 
of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  within 
their  respective  wards,  townships  and  districts,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  following  real  and  personal  property: 

I.  Real  estate,  viz  :  All  houses,  lands,  lots  of  ground  and  Real  estate, 
ground-rents,  mills,  and  manufactories  of  all  descriptions,  all 
furnaces,  forges,  bloomeries,  distilleries,  sugar-houses,  malt- 

houses,  breweries,  tan-yards  and  ferries,  fisheries  and  wharves, 
and  all  other  real  estate  not  exempt  by  law  from  taxation. 

II.  The  following  personal  estate,  viz  :  All  horses,  mares,  Personal  estate, 
geldings  and  cattle  above  the  age  of  four  years. 

III.  All  offices  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades  and  Offices  profes- 
occupations,  and  all  single  freemen  above  the  age  of  twenty-  slons»  &c- 
one  years  who  shall  not  follow  any  occupation  or  calling. 

IV.  All  other  personal  property  mentioned  in  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteenth  section  of  this  act. 

Section  4.  The  several  assessors  and  assistant  assessors,  Assessors  and 

before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices,  under  the  sev-  assistant  asses- 

sors  to  bo 

Sect.  1,  is  from  1st  sect,  of  act  of  April  15,  1834.  sworn. 

Sect.  2,  is  from  2d  sect,  of  act  of  April  15,  1834,  and  from  sect.  6,  of  act 
of  May  15,  1841. 

Sect.  3,  is  from  4th  sect,  of  act  April  15,  1834,  as  modified  by  sect.  6,  of 
act  of  February  28,  1835. 

Sect.  4,  is  from  2d  sect,  of  act  of  May  15,  1841,  as  modified  by  subse¬ 
quent  acts. 
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Form  of  oatlh,. 


Commissioners 

may  raise  or  re 
Auce  assess¬ 
ments. 


Proceedings  in 
case  of  false  re 
turn  of  value. 


(.ra  I  Jaws  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  take  and  subscribe  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  some  officer  having  lawful  authority 
to  administer  the  same,  which  oaths  and  affirmations  shall  be 
duly  certified  by  him,  and  returned  by  the  respective  assessors 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  at  the  times  of 
returning  their  assessments  as  directed  by  law  _ 

Section  5.  Said  oaths  and  affirmations  shall  be  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  form,  viz:  “  You  do  [s wear  or  affirm ]  that  you  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  .Pennsylvania,  that  you  will,  as  assessor  for  [ward, 
district  or  township ,]  use  your  utmost  diligence  and  ability  to 
discover  and  ascertain  all  the  property,  real  and  personal, 
within  yonr  [ward,  district  or  township,']  and  all  other  objects 
subject  to  taxation  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
take  an  accurate  account  of  the  same,  and  that  you  will  just  y 
and  honestly,  to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  assess  and  value 
every  separate  lot,  piece  or  tract  of  land,  with  the  improve¬ 
ments  thereon,  and  all  personal  property  made  taxable  by  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth  within  yonr  luwrd,  district  o 
township,]  at  the  rate  or  price  which  you  shall,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination  and  consideration,  believe  the  same  would  ®®’ 
if  sold  singly  and  separately  at  a  bona  hde  sale,  after  full  p 
lie  notice  ;  and  that  you  will  rate  all  offices  and  posts  of  Pro  ’ 
trades  and  occupations,  at  what  you  shall  believe  to  be  the 
actual  yearly  income  arising  therefrom,  and  that  you  will  pe 
form  your  duty  as  assessor  of  said  [ward,  district  or.  towre- 
ship  { with  honesty  and  fidelity,  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  without  fear,  favor  or  affection,  hatred,  malice 

01  Section  6.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  and  assistant  assessors,  to 
assess,  rate  and  value  all  objects  of  taxation  whether  fo 
State  county,  city,  district,  ward,  township  or  borough  pur 
poses’,  according  to  the  actual  value  tnereof  and  at  such  rates 
and  prices  for  which  the  same  would  separately  bona  fide  sell , 
and  on  the  return  of  such  assessment  or  valuation  into  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners,  after  the  same  shal 
been  carefully  examined  and  corrected,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
said  commissioners,  if  they  believe  any  property  or  thmg  made 
taxable  has  been  assessed  and  valued  below  its  actual  value, 
to  raise  the  same  to  the  actual  value  thereof,  or  if  the  sam 
has  been  assessed  and  valued  above  its  actual  value,  to  re- 

^Section?  If  the  several  assessors  of  this  Commonwealth, 

.  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  shall  have  reason  to 
believe  any  person  or  persons  or  corporation  shall  have  ren¬ 
dered  a  false  return  of  his,  her  or  their  property,  trade,  pro¬ 
fession  occupation  or  any  article  made  taxable  by  law,  or 
shall  not  make  a  full  disclosure  of  the  same,  the  said  assessors 
shall  return  what  they  shall  believe  to  be  the  full  value  and 
amount  thereof  to  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  , 

IS  6*  modified,  the  proviso 

1841. 
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and  if  the  person  or  persons  or  corporation  thus  assessed  shall 
feel  aggrieved,  an  appeal  may  be  had,  according  to  the  exist¬ 
ing  law,  from  such  assessment,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
county  commissioners  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  to 
the  person  or  persons  or  corporation  taking  such  appeal,  touch¬ 
ing  the  value  and  amount  of  their  property,  trade,  occupation 
or  profession,  or  any  article  made  taxable,  and  if  they  deem 
an  abatement  proper,  the  same  shall  be  made ;  but  the  said 
commissioners  may,  if  they  see  proper,  receive  other  evidence. 

Section  8.  If  any  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  shall  know-  Penalty  on  as- 
inglv  and  intentionally  omit,  neglect  or  refuse  to  assess  and  sessors  for  ne- 
return  any  property,  person  or  thing  made  taxable  by  law,  or  Slect  of  duty, 
shall  knowingly  and  intentionally  assess,  rate  or  value  the  same, 
at  more  or  less  than  he  shall  know  and  believe  the  just  cash 
value  or  rate  thereof,  or  neglect  or  refuse  to  assess  any  tax 
required  by  law,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office, 
ana  on  conviction  thereof  be  subject  to  imprisonment,  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  months,  and  fined  in  a  sum 
not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars. 

Section  9.  If  any  assessor  or  assistant  assessor  who  shall  For  not  compiy. 
have  taken  upon  himself  the  duties  of  such  office,  shall  neglect  ing  with  pre- 
or  refuse  to  comply  with  any  order  or  warrant  issued  to  him  cept* 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  same  county  in  conformity  with 
law,  or  shall  not  perform  the  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  law, 
he  shall  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  dollars,  to  be  re¬ 
covered  by  the  county  as  debts  of  a  like  amount  are  recoverable. 

Section  10.  When  the  returns  of  the  assessors  shall  be  recti-  commissioners 
fied,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  com-  to  apportion 
missioners  shall  proceed  to  assess  the  proportion  of  every  ward,  taxes  among 
township  and  district,  according  to  the  adjusted  valuation  of  the  different 
the  taxable  property  and  other  subjects  of  taxation,  in  such  wards>  &c. 
ward,  township  and  district:  Provided ,  That  no  tax  in  any  Limitation  of 
county  shall  in  one  year  exceed  the  rate  of  one  cent  in  every  power  to  tax! 
dollar  of  such  adjusted  valuation. 

Section  11.  The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  of  this  When  property 
Commonwealth  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  re-  to  be  re  assess- 
assess,  between  the  periods  of  the  tri-ennial  assessments,  all  ed- 
real  estate  which  may  have  been  improved  by  the  erection  of 
buildings,  or  other  improvements,  subsequent  to  the  last  pre¬ 
ceding  tri-ennial  assessment,  or  where,  property  assessed  has 
become  less  valuable  by  subsequent  destruction  of  buildings, 
where  property  has  changed  owners,  or  where  persons  have 
come  to  inhabit  in  the  county  since  the  last  assessment,  sub¬ 
ject  to  appeals,  as  herein  provided. 

Section  12.  The  assessors  of  the  several  counties  shall,  on  Seated  lan(is  * , 
seated  lands,  make  the  assessment  in  the  township  in  which  be  assessed 
the  mansion  house  is  situate,  where  township  lines  divide  a  with  mansion 
tract  of  land  ;  but  this  provision  shall  not  apply  to  lands  lying  house. 

Sect.  8,  is  from  3d  sect,  of  act  of  May  15,  1841. 

Sect.  9,  is  from  24th  sect,  of  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  10,  is  from  7th  sect,  of  act  of  April  15,  1834,  as  modified  by  6th 
sect,  of  act  of  February  28,  1835. 

Sect.  11,  is  from  34th  sect,  of  act  of  April  10,  1849,  omitting  the  last 
clause  as  unnecessary,  and  with  additional  power  to  re-assess. 

Sect.  12,  is  from  59th  sect,  of  act  of  July  11,  1842,  and  the  15th  sect, 
of  the  act  of  April  25,  1850. 
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Commissioners 
to  transmit 
transcripts  to 
the  assessors. 


Assessors  to 
give  notice 
thereof  to  per¬ 
sons  charged. 


Commissioners 
to  give  public 
notice  of  time 
and  place  of  ap¬ 
peal. 

When  notice  to 
be  given  in  the 
years  succeed 
ing  the  tri  en- 
niaL  assess¬ 
ments. 

Appeals  in  such 

years  regulated. 


No  abatement 
to  be  made  ex¬ 
cept  in  year  cf 
tri-ennial  as¬ 
sessment,  &c. 

Assessors  to  at 
tend  appeals. 


Assessments  to 
be  regulated, 
and  duplicates 
made. 


in  different  townships,  the  mansion  house  of  which  is  in  an  m 
corporated  borough  or  city. 

B.  Of  the  Appeal. 

Section  13.  When  the  proportions  of  the  several  wards, 
townships  and  districts  shall  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  county  shallcauscaccurate 
transcripts  of  the  assessments  to  be  made  out  by  their  clerk, 
and  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  respective  assessors  on  or 
before  the  second  Monday  of  April  following,  together  w 
a  statement  of  the  rate  per  cent,  and  the  day  of  appeal  fixed 

bySECMON  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors,  on 
receiving  such  transcript  from  the  county  commissioners  to 
give  written  or  printed  notice,  at  least  five  days  before  the  day 
of  appeal,  to  every  taxable  inhabitant  within  the  resP®ctl™ 
ward,  township  or  district,  of  the  amount  or  sum  for  which  he 
stands  rated,  and  the  rate  per  cent,  of  such  amount,  and  of  the 

time  and  place  of  such  appeal.  .  . 

Section  15.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  respective  counties,  to  give  notice  by  advertisement  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  or  nearest  to  the  Beat  of 
iustice  of  the  proper  county,  at  least  three  weeks  before  the 
dav  of  appeal,  of  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  such  appeal. 
d  Section*  16.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  in 
each  of  the  two  years  succeeding  the  tri-ennial  assessment,  to 
give  notice  to  the  taxable  inhabitants,  in  like  manner  as  after 

the  tri-ennial  assessment,  but  only  in  the  case  of  re -assessment, 

as  mentioned  in  the  eleventh  section  of  this  act. 

Section  17  At  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  appeal,  which, 
in  each  of  the  two  years  after  the  tri-ennial  assessment,  shall 
be  held  in  the  commissioners’  office  of  the  proper  coun  y> 
commissioners  shall  attend  and  hear  all  persons  who  may  apply 
for  “dress  and  grant  such  relief  as  to  them  shall  appear  just 
and  reasonable  :§ Provided,  That  the  commissioners  shall  not 
make  any  alteration,  allowance  or  abatement  in  the  va  cation 
of 1  an v  real  estate,  in  any  other  year  than  that  in  which  the 
tri-ennial  assessment  is  made,  except  in  the  cases  recited  in 

theS£l£ttt  ' tshaU  be  thHuty  of  the  severe!  assessors  to 
attendTIa°t  the  time  and  place  fixed  for  the  appeal  for  heir  re; 
soective  ward,  township  or  district,  to  prevent  impositions  be 
ins  practiced  on  the  commissioners  by  persons  appealing. 

SECTION  19  Immediately  after  the  appeals  are  over,  the 
commissioners  shall  proceed  to  regulate  the »  M 
cording  to  the  alterations  made,  and  shall  cause  their  clerks 
to take  to  duplicates  thereof,  in  such  form  as  the  commis- 

sioners  may  direct. 

Sect.  IB,  is  from  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  14,  is  from  9th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  • 

**=*•  %  S'  of  the  attoi  April  15,  1834,  as  modified. 

IS.  17,  to  from  13th  sect,  of  the  act  of  ApPril  15  1834,  as  modified. 
Sect.  18,  is  from  14th  sect,  of  the  act  of  Apnl  15>  1  • 

Sect.  19,  is  from  15th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1844. 
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Section  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  Appeals  may  be 
hear  appeals  at  any  subsequent  time  when  ihey  may  be  in  heard  at  subse- 
session,  previous  to  the  payment  of  the  tax,  and  to  make  such  i 
alterations  as  they  might  have  done  on  the  regular  day  of  ap¬ 
peal  :  Provided ,  That  no  such  appeal  shall  be  heard  unless 
the  appellant  shall  have  given  due  notice  thereof  to  the  as¬ 
sessor  of  the  proper  ward,  township  or  district. 

0.  Of  the  Board  of  Revision. 

Section  21.  The  county  commissioners  of  each  county  shall  Board  of  revi- 
compose  a  board  to  be  called  a  “  Board  of  Revision,”  of  which  sum  constituted 
the  county  commissioner  holding  the  oldest  certificate  of  elec¬ 
tion  shall  be  the  president.  The  members  of  the  said  board 
shall  each  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the 
president  of  the -court  of  common  pleas,  the  prothonotary,  or 
one  of  the  associate  judges  for  the  county,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

_ f  do  [swear  or  affirm, that  I  will  faithfully  and  to  Oath  of  mem- 

the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment,  revise,  correct  and  bers. 
equalize  the  valuation  of  all  property  taxable  by  law,  — — - — 

in _ county, _ -  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 

of  a  member  of  the  board  of  revision  for- - -county,  ac¬ 

cording  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  which  oath  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  for  the  county 

Section  22  The  county  commissioners  of  the  several  coun-  Commissioners 
ties  shall,  as  soon  as  the  assessors  of  the  several  wards,  dis-  to  give  public 
tricts  and  townships  in  their  respective  counties  shall  have  notice  of  assess- 
made  their  returns,  according  to  the  several  provisions  of  this  ments* 
act,  make  out  and  publish,  in  not  less  than  two  newspapers, 
for  two  weeks  ;  or  if  there  be  no  newspaper  published  in  the 
county,  by  handbills  posted  up  in  each  ward,  district  or  town¬ 
ship,  at  the  place  of  holding  township,  ward  or  district  elec¬ 
tions,  a  statement,  in  such  form  as  will  show  the  aggregate 
value  and  assessments  made  by  each  assessor  in  the  county, 
upon  property  taxable  by  law  for  county  purposes,  upon  mort¬ 
gages,  moneys  at  interest,  debts  due  from  solvent  debtors, 
stocks,  loans  and  investments  in  corporations  of  other  States, 
upon  household  furniture  and  upon  watches,  upon  all  salaries 
and  emoluments  of  office,  and  all  persons,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions,  and  will  also  show  the  whole  amount  of  taxes 
assessed  on  each  ward,  district  and  township  in  the  county  ; 
and  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  herein  provided  for  pub-  And  of  time  of 
lishing  said  statements,  the  county  commissioners  shall  also  adjusting valua- 
give  public  notice  of  a  day  not  later  than  thirty  days  from  the  tlon- 
time  of  publishing,  by  them  appointed,  for  finally  determining 
whether  any  of  the  valuation  of  the  assessors  have  been  made 
below  a  just  rate,  according  to  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
this  act. 

[Section  23.  From  the  time  of  publishing  the  returns  of  the  Returns  to  be 

assessors,  according  to  the  twenty- second  section  of  this  act,  open  to  spec- 

ion. 

Sect.  20,  is  from  16th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  21,  is  from  10th  sect,  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1842,  as  modified  by 
the  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  11,  1859. 

Sect.  22,  is  from  11th  sect,  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1842,  as  modified. 

Sect.  23,  is  from  12th  sect,  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1842. 
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until  the  day  appointed  for  finally  determining  whether  any 
valuation  of  the  assessors  have  been  made  too  low,  any  taxa¬ 
ble  inhabitant  of  the  county  shall  have  the  right  to  examine 
the  said  return  In  the  commissioners’  office. 

T.  ..  , Section  24.  The  board  of  revision  in  each  county  shall,  on 

o Prevision.  receiving  the  returns  of  the  assessors,  proceed  to  examine  an 

inquire  whether  the  same  have  been  made  in  conformity  wit 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  whether  all  property  to 
be  valued  for  taxation  for  State  and  county  purposes,  has  been 
valued  at  a  sum  or  price  not  less  than  the  same  would  bring 
after  full  public  notice,  at  a  public  sale,  supposing  each  sepa¬ 
rate  lot  or  piece  or  tract  of  land,  with  the  improvements,  or 
the  personal  property  of  each  individual,  company  or  corpora¬ 
tion  only  were  to  be  sold.  They  shall  receive  and  consider 
the  written  communication  of  any  taxable  inhabitant  of  the 
county,  relative  to  any  property  which  such  taxable  inhabi¬ 
tant  shall  believe  to  have  been  reduced  too  low ;  and  on  the 
day  appointed  for  determining  whether  any  property  has  been 
reduced  too  low,  or  reduce  the  same  if  too  high,  they  shall 
proceed  to  raise  the  price  or  valuation  of  any  property  which 
they  shall  believe  to  have  been  reduced  too  low,  and  if  they 
can  not  on  the  day  appointed  revise,  raise  and  equalize  the 
valuation  of  all  property  which  they  shall  believe  to  have  been 
reduced  too  low,  they  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  until  toe 
whole  of  such  valuation  shall  have  been  revised,  raised  and 

equalized.  .  .  . 

Section  25  When  the  whole  of  the  valuation  of  the  assessor 
To  hear  appeals.  ^  haye  been  raiged>  revised  and  equalized,  in  conformity 

with  the  foregoing  section,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
in  reference  to  notice,  appeals  and  corrections  which  are  now 
had  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
mV*,-  neelect  Section  26.  The  refusal  or  neglect  of  any  or  all  of  the  mem- 
not  to  invali-  bers  of  county  boards  of  revision  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  or 
date  State  taxes  to  discharge  the  duties  of  such  board,  shall  not  be  construec 
assessed.  so  as  to  invalidate  or  hinder  the  collection  of  State  taxes  im¬ 

posed  by  this  or  any  other  act. 

D.  Of  Tax  Collectors. 

.  .  Section  27,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  assessor,  on  or 

“ftaue  before  the  day  of  appeals  in  every  year,  to ^return  the  names 
persons  for  cot-  of  two  respectable  citizens  of  his  ward,  township,  or  district, 
lectors.  to  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  county,  one  0  w 

so  returned,  or  some  other  competent  person,  shall  be  appointed 
Who  to  be  ap-  h  commissioners  the  collector  of  county  rates  and  levies 

pomted'  for  such  ward,  township,  or  district,  if  he  shall  give  security 

as  hereinafter  provided  ;  but  no  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor, 
shall  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  collector  of  taxes  during  t  e 
term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  assessor,  or  assis¬ 
tant  assessor,  nor  shall  any  person  be  re-appointed  collector 

04  is  from  13tli  sect,  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1842. 

iri  i  s 

w  §*»«*“  a’ct  °f  F“y 

1,  1858,  and  5th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  28,  ISio. 


who  has  not  settled  up  and  paid  over  the  whole  amount  of  his 
former  duplicates. 

Section  28.  If  any  assessor  shall  fail  to  return  the  names 
of  two  citizens,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  or  if  neither  of  the 
persons  named  or  appointed  shall  give  the  security  hereinafter 
required,  or  if  any  person  appointed  a  collector  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  or  shall  die,  or  be¬ 
come  otherwise  incapable  to  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  to  appoint  some  other  suitable  person  as  collec¬ 
tor,  who  shall  give  security  as  is  hereinafter  provided,  and  so 
on,  as  soon  and  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 

Section  29.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  collector  of  county 
rates  and  levies,  unless  he  shall  give  bond  in  such  amount  as 
shall  be  determined  by  the  commissioners,  with  warrant  of  at¬ 
torney  to  confess  judgment  thereon,  and  with  such  surety  or 
sureties  therein  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  commissioners, 
or  a  bond  with  a  mortgage  of  real  estate  sufficient  to  secure 
such  amount :  Provided ,  That  such  security  may  be  dispensed 
with  where  the  person  appointed  has  a  freehold  estate  suffi' 
cient  to  ensure  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  col¬ 
lector 

Section  30.  If  any  person  appointed  collector,  from  whom 
security  shall  not  be  required,  or  if  any  assessor  shall  refuse 
to  serve,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  before  a  justice  .of  the  peace  or  alderman,  at  the  suit 
of  the  commissioners,  as  debts  of  similar  amount  are  now 
recoverable:  Provided,  That  no  person  who  shall  have  served 
as  collector  or  assessor,  shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  for  the 
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second  term,  without  his  consent,  for  the  term  often  yeais. 

Section  31.  The  commissioners  of  each  county  shall  issue  Warrants  to  be 
their  warrants,  with  the  duplicate  aforesaid,  to  the  respective  issued  to  collec- 
collectors  of  county  rates  and  levies,  therein  authorizing  and  tors, 
requiring  them  to  demand  and  receive  from  every  person  in 
such  duplicate  named,  the  sum  wherewith  such  person  stands 


eharged. 

Section  32.  If  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  Powers  of  col- 
payment  of  the  amount  due  by  him  for  such  tax,  within  thirty  lectors, 
days  from  the  time  of  demand  so  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  collector  aforesaid  to  levy  such  amount  by  distress  and 
gale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten 
days’  public  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed  adver¬ 
tisements  ;  and  in  case  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  same,  with  the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  such  collector  shall 
be  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent,  and  convey 
him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until  the 
amount  of  such  tax,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law  :  Provided ,  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 


nect.  28,  is  from  18th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  29,  is  from  19th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834,  and  1st  sect, 
of  act  of  February  28,  1835. 

Sect.  30,  is  from  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  28,  1835,  as  modified  by 
20th  sect,  of  act  of  April  22,  1840. 

Sect.  31,  is  from  20th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  32,  is  from  21st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834,  as  modified  by 
the  45th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 
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tained  shall  authorize  the  arrest  or  imprisonment  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  tax  of  any  female,  infant,  or  person  found  by  inquest 

to  be  of  unsound  mind  .  . 

Section  38.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  within 
three  months  from  the  delivery  of  the  duplicate  to  the  collector, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  tile  a 
certificate  under  their  hands  and  seal,  in  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  stating 
the  amount  due  and  unpaid  by  such  collector  ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  dutv  of  the  prothonotary  to  enter  the  same  on  his  docket, 
which  certificate  shall,  from  such  entry,  have  the  same  opera¬ 
tion  and  effect  as  a  judgment  of  said  court,  and  executions 
may  be  issued  in  like  manner  as  on  judgments  for  the  amount 
remaining  unpaid  at  any  time  after  the  entry  aforesaid^ 

Section  34.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  to  enter  the  names  of  the  collectors,  and  the  amount 
of  their  respective  duplicates,  on  the  minutes  of  the  office, 
and  to  furnish  the  county  treasurer  with  a  copy  thereof. 

Section  35.  All  the  collectors  of  State  and  county  taxes 
shall  upon  the  settlement  of  their  accounts  of  ta,xes  collected 
make  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  they  have  made  a  true  an 
just  return  of  all  moneys  by  them  collected  for  State  or  county 
taxes ;  and  the  several  county  treasurers  are  hereby  author¬ 
ized  and  required,  to  administer  such  oath  or  affiiination, 
which  shall  be  filed  in  the  commissioners’  office  of  the  proper 

county. 

E.  Of  Defaulting  Tax  Collectors 

Section  36  If  any  person  who  has  heretofore  been  or  here¬ 
after  shaU  be  a  collector  of  taxes,  and  shall  have  neglected  or 
refused  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  to  pay  the  treasurer  of  the 
respective  county,  within  the  time  limited  by  law,  all  the  sums 
of  money  which  shall  be  due  ou  his  duplicate  excepting  such 
sums  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  commissioners  for  unavoidable 
losses,  or  foV  services  for  collecting,  as  is  hereinbefore  men¬ 
tioned,  the  treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issu 
his  warrant,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
or  coroner  of  the  proper  county,  commanding  him  to  take  the 
body,  and  seize  and  secure  all  the  estate,  real  and  persona1  of 
such  delinquent  collector,  or  which,  in  case  of  the  death  of  t 
collector,  may  come  into  the  hands  or  possession  of  his  heirs 
executors  or  administrators,  and  make  return  thereof  1 to  s mch 
treasurer,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint  in 

Sa'sECTiON37.  When  the  said  lands  and  estates  are  secured  as 
aforesaid,  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  shall  call  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  who  are  hereby  reqmred 
to  attend,  of  which  meeting  he  shall,  in  h.s  said  warrant  have 
notified  the  said  delinquent  collector  ;  and  if  the  arreara  es  are 
not  then  immediately  discharged,  the  commissioners  shall,  and 

Sect.  83,  is  from  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  28,  1835. 

Sect.  34,  is  from  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  28, 1835. 

Sect.  35,  is  from  19th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,  1846.  398 

Sect.  36’,  is  from  18th  sect,  of  the  act  <rf  April  11,  l»-8  S.  L.  398. 
Sect.  37,  is  from  19th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  11, 17yy. 
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they  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  issue  their  war¬ 
rant  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  proper  county,  empower¬ 
ing  and  requiring  him  to  sell,  at  public  sale,  all  such  estates 
as  shall  be  so  seized  and  secured,  or  any  part  thereof,  giving 
ten  days’  previous  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed 
advertisements,  and  to  bring  the  money  arising  from  such  sale 
to  the  commissioners  who  granted  the  warrant,  at  the  time 
and  place  mentioned  therein,  in  order  to  satisfy  and  pay  the 
respective  county  treasurer  the  sum  or  balance  that  shall  be 
so  unpaid,  or  detained  in  the  hands  of  said  collectors,  or  their 
heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  returning  the  overplus,  if 
any,  to  the  owner,  after  all  necessary  charges  are  deducted. 

Section  38.  When  any  sale  of  lands,  tenements  or  heredita-  sheriff  to  exe- 
ments,  shall  be  made  by  such  sheriff  or  coroner,  pursuant  to  cute  convey- 
this  act,  the  conveyance  thereof  shall  be  by  deed  executed  and  ances  to  pur- 
acknowledged  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper 
county,  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner,  or  their  successors  in  office, 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  purchase  the  same,  in  fee 
simple  or  otherwise,  which  shall  be  most  absolute  and  available 
in  law  against  the  said  delinquents,  their  heirs  and  assigns  ; 
and  if  any  delinquent  collector  has  removed  or  shall  remove  process  may  is- 
into  any  other  county  within  the  State,  or  shall  have  any  sue  to  another 
estate,  real  or  personal,  in  such  other  county  or  counties,  and  county, 
which  shall  not  have  been  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  con¬ 
sideration  disposed  of,  any  process  to  be  issued  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  may  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  any 
such  other  county  or  counties,  and  shall  be  proceeded  on  as 
in  and  by  this  act  is  directed  in  the  case  before  mentioned. 

Section  39.  If  any  sheriff  or  coroner,  who  has  heretofore  proceed- 
received,  or  hereafter  shall  receive,  any  money  or  moneys  for  ings  to  he  had 
taxes,  by  virtue  of  their  respective  offices,  and  the  laws  in  *Sainst  sken  s, 
such  cases  provided,  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  within  twenty 
days  after  demand  made  by  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county,  tkem< 
to  render  a  just  and  true  account  thereof,  or  to  pay  the  same 
to  such  treasurer,  a  warrant  or  warrants  shall  be  issued  by 
the  commissioners,  against  such  delinquent  sheriff  or  coroner, 
in  like  manner,  and  such  proceedings  shall  thereon  be  had  to 
final  judgment,  execution  and  sale,  as  are  in  and  by  this  act 
directed,  respecting  delinquent  collectors,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  if  such  delinquent  officer,  at  the  time  or  times  of 
the  commencement  of  such  proceedings  against  him  or  them, 
continued  to  be  in  office,  the  warrant  or  warrants  to  be  issued  *■ 
against  him  or  them  in  pursuance  hereof,  shall  be  directed  to 
the  other  officer,  either  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  proper  county, 
as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  proceed  thereon  in  like  manner, 
as  any  sheriff  or  coroner  may  or  can  do  under  this  act  in  like 
cases  ;  and  the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  such  sheriff  or 
coroner,  shall  in  such  cases  be  as  liable  to  be  seized  in  such 
other  county  or  counties,  and  the  like  proceedings  had  on  the 
same  as  on  the  property  of  delinquent  collectors  is  directed  by 
the  thirty -seventh  section  of  this  act. 

Sect.  38,  is  from  20th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  11,  1799. 

Sect.  39,  is  from  21st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  11,  1799. 
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F.  Township  Rates. 

Section  40.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  of  any 
township  to  lay  a  rate  of  assessment  not  exceeding  one  cent 
on  the  dollar,  upon  real  and  personal  estate,  offices,  trades  and 
occupations,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  opening,  making, 
amending  or  repairing  of  roads  and  highways,  and  for  the 
making  or  repairing  of  bridges,  for  the  payment  of  any  just 
debt  due  a  former  supervisor  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  tor 
such  other  purposes  as  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

Section  41.  It  shall  be  lawful' for  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  any  township,  having  first  obtained  the  approbation  of  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  to  lay  a  rate  or  assess¬ 
ment  not  exceeding  one  cent  on  the  dollar  at  one  time,  upon 
all  real  and  personal  estates  within  such  townships. 

Section  42.  In  every  case  in  which  a  rate  or  assessment 
shall  be  laid  for  township  purposes,  the  same  shall  be  levied 
upon  the  basis  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation,  made  as  afore¬ 
said  for  the  purposes  of  regulating  county  rates  and  levies. 

Section  43.  The  supervisors  and  overseers  repectively  lay¬ 
ing;  such  rate  or  assessment,  shall  take  to  their  assistance  the 
township  assessor  for  the  time  being,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  furnish  a  correct  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  m  the 
township,  as  aforesaid/and  to  give  his  aid  in  making  such 

assessment.  f 

Section  44  The  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poov  or 

every  township  shall  cause  the  rates  or  assessments  by  them 
respectively  laid,  to  be  entered  in  books  to  be  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  which  shall  be  signed  by  them  respectively,  and 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  town  clerk,  if  there  be  one  in  the 
township,  but  if  not  it  shall  remain  with  the  supervisors  or 
overseers  respectively,  and  such  town  clerk,  supervisors  or 
overseers,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  permit  any  inhabitant  or 
other  person,  charged  with  township  rates  and  levies,  to  in¬ 
spect  the  same  at  all  seasonable  times,  without  any  fee.  or 
reward,  and  shall  give  copies  of  the  same  on  demand,  being 
paid  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  for  every  twenty-four  names. 

Section  45  If  any  supervisor,  overseer  or  town  clerk  hav¬ 
ing  charge  of  such  book,  shall  refuse  to  permit  any  inhabitant 
or  other  person,  charged  with  township  rates  and  levies,  to  in¬ 
spect  the  same,  or  shall  refuse  to  give  copies  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  forfeit  three  dollars  to  the  party  grieved,  to  be  recovered 

as  debts  of  like  amount  are  recoverable. 

Section  46.  The  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  ot 
every  township  shall  annually,  at  a  meeting  to  be  convened 
for  the  purpose,  appoint  some  suitable  inhabitant  ot  the  town¬ 
ship  to  be  collector  of  the  township  rates  and  levies 

Section  47.  Every  person  appointed  collector  of  township 

Sect.  40,  substitute  for  25th  sect,  of  April  15,  1834,  as  modified  by  7th 

sect,  of  the  act  of  February  28,  1835. 

Sect.  41,  substitute  for  26th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  13,  1834. 

Sect.  42,  substitute  for  27th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  43,  substitute  for  28th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  44,  substitute  for  29th  sect,  of  the  actgf  April  15,  1834. 

Sects.  45  to  55,  inclusive,  are  substitutes  for  sects.  80  to  inclusive 

of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 
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rates  and  levies  shall  give  a  bond  with  surety,  or  a  bond  with 
mortgage  of  real  estate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  supervisors 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  respective  township. 

Section  48.  The  supervisors  and  overseer  of  the  poor  of 
every  township  shall  cause  fair  duplicates  to  be  made  of  toe 
rates  or  assessments  by  them  respectively  laid,  which  shall  be 
signed  by  them  respectively,  and  shall  issue  their  warrant, 
with  such  duplicates,  to  the  collector  of  such  rates  and  levies, 
therein  authorizing  and  requiring  him  to  demand  and  receive, 
from  every  person  in  such  duplicate  named,  the  sum  wheie- 

with  such  person  stands  charged. 

Section  49.  That  before  issuing  the  duplicate  and  warrant 
for  the  collection  of  road  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  su¬ 
pervisors  of  every  township  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  rated 
for  such  taxes,  by  advertisements  or  otherwise,  to  attend  at 
such  times  and  places  as  such  supervisors  may  direct,  so  as 
to  give  such  persons  full  opportunity  to  work  out  their  respec- 
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tive  taxes. 

Section  50.  If  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  powers  of  col- 
payment  of  the  sum  charged  to  him  for  township  rates  and  lectors, 
levies,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  thereof,  having  first 
obtained  a  warrrant,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days’ 
public  notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed  advertise¬ 
ments  j  and  in  case  goods  and  chattels,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
same,  with  the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  such  collector  shall  be 
authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent  and  convey 
him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until  the 
amount  so  charged,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law. 

"  Section  5 1.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person  aggrieved  Parties  aggriev- 
by  such  rate  or  assessment,  to  apply  by  petition  to  the  next  ed  may  appeau 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  respective  county,  who  shall 
have  power  to  take  such  order  thereupon  as  to  them  shall  be 
thought  expedient,  and  the  same  shall  conclude  and  bind  all 
parties. 

Section  52.  That  if  any  person  aggrieved  by  such  rate  Collection  may 
or  assessment  shall  apply  to  a  judge  ol  suck  court,  and  give  be  stayed  until 
bond  with  surety  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judge,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  such  judge  to  make  an  order  in  writing,  which  .  boncl>  ° 
shall  stay  all  proceedings  for  the  collection  of  the  sum  with 
which  such  person  stands  charged  until  such  appeal  be  deter¬ 


mined. 

Section  53.  The  bond  to  be  given  in  such  case  by  the  ap-  How  such  bond 
pellant  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  township,  in  an  to  be  taken, 
amount  equal  to  the  sum  with  which  such  person  stands  charged, 
with  condition  for  the  payment  of  such  sum,  as  by  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  county  shall  appear  to  be  payable  by  him.  Where  no  town- 

Seotion  54.  If  in  any  township  there  shall  not  be  a  trea-  ^  ^^a^su- 
surer  elected  or  appointed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supervi-  pervisors’ana 
sors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township,  either  by  overseers  to  col- 
themselves  or  by  a  proper  person  duly  authorized  by  them  lect. 
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respectively,  to  collect  the  township  rates  and  levies  by  them 
respectively  laid:  Provided,  That  in  such  case  the  supervisors 
and  overseers  shall  respectively  be  accountable  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  collection  thereof,  by  the  person  so  authorized  by  them 

as  aforesaid.  .  _  .  ,  .  *  « 

Section  55  In  every  such  case  in  which  a  treasurer  snail 

not  be  elected  or  appointed  in  any  township,  it  shall  be  law¬ 
ful  for  the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  township  respec¬ 
tively  to  pay  out  as  occasion  may  require,  according  to  their 
several  duties,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively  received  or 

collected  by  virtue  of  their  offices. 

Section  56.  The  warrant  authorized  by  the  fiftieth  section 
of  this  act  may  be  issued  to  the  supervisors,  or  to  any  person 
authorized  by  them  to  collect  township  rates  and  levies,  in  any 
township  where  no  treasurer  has  been  elected  or  appointed ; 
and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  warrant  is  directed 
shall  proceed  to  execute  the  same  in  the  manner  provided  in 

said  section  .  .  A  . 

Section  57.  All  beroughs  and  townships  now  connected  m 

the  assessments  of  county  rates  and  levies,  shall  hereafter  be 
separate  and  independent  of  each  other  in  the  assessment  oi 
said  rates  and  levies,  and  for  school  purposes  ;  and  the  respec¬ 
tive  townships  and  boroughs,  so  separated,  shall  elect  their 
own  assessors  and  other  officers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ex¬ 
ercise  the  same  powers  and  authority  as  are  now  exercised  by 
township  assessors  generally,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
in  relation  to  the  assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies. 

Section  58.  No  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  rendering  mon¬ 
eys  owing  by  solvent  debtors  liable  to  be  assessed  and  taxed 
for  any  purpose,  shall  be  construed  and  held  to  make  the  same 
liable  to  be  assessed  and  taxed  for  borough  and  township  pur¬ 
poses  ;  but  the  same  shall  be  exempt  from  any  charge  tax  or 
assessment  for  any  such  purposes  :  Provided ,  That  nothing  m 
this  act  contained  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  any  case  m  which 
such  taxes  have  been  heretofore  actually  assessed  and  paid. 

G.  Property  Exempt  prom  Taxation. 


Donation  lands. 


Churclies,  bu¬ 
rial  grounds, 
colleges,  court¬ 
houses,  jails, 
&c. 


Section  59.  All  lands  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
granted  within  this  State,  to  any  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  me 
of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  any  resolution  of  Congress  or  law 
of  this  State,  as  a  reward  for  their  services,  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  exempted  from  taxation  for  and  during  the  life  of  such 
officer  or  soldier  respectively,  unless  the  same  shall  be  trans¬ 
ferred  or  aliened  to  any  other  person. 

Section  60.  All  churches,  meeting-houses  or  other  regular 
places  of  stated  religious  worship,  with  the  grounds  thereto 
annexed  for  the  occupancy  and  better  enjoyment  of  the  same 
ail  burial  grounds  belonging  to  any  religious  congregation,  all 
universities,  colleges,  academies  and  school  houses  belonging 


Sect.  56,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  29,  I860. 

Sect.  57,  substitute  for  10th  sect,  oi  the  act  of  May  8,  1855. 

Sect.  58,  substitute  for  22d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  25,  18o0. 

Sect.  59,  substitute  for  7th  sect,  of  the  act  of .March .  -  80. --S.  1^489. 

Sect.  60,  substitute  for  29th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1868,  as  mod 
fied  by  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  J uly  2,  1839. 
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to  any  comity,  borough  or  school  district,  or  incorporated, 
erected,  endowed  or  established  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this 
Commonwealth,  with  the  grounds  thereto  annexed,  all  court 
houses  and  jails,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  exempted  from 
all  and  every  county,  road,  city,  borough,  poor  and  school  tax  ; 
and  all  taxes  heretofore  assessed  on  any  such  property  shall 
not  hereafter  be  collected,  but  the  respective  officers  charged 
with  the  collection  thereof  shall  and  are  hereby  exonerated 
from  the  collection  and  paying  over  of  the  same  :  Provided , 
That  five  acres  of  land,  together  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
attached  to  all  such  religious  congregations,  universities,  col¬ 
leges,  academies  and  school  houses  belonging  to  auy  county, 
borough  or  school  district  as  aforesaid,  and  no  more  than  five 
acres  of  land,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  attached  thereto, 
shall  be  exempted  from  taxation  as  aforesaid. 

Section  61.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  in 
this  Commonwealth  to  make  return  of  all  property  now  or 
which  hereafter  may  be  specially  exempt  by  act  of  Assembly 
from  taxes,  in  a  separate  list,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  pro¬ 
per  county,  for  which  service  the  said  assessor  shall  receive 
the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  for  like  services  in  other 
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cases. 


Section  62.  All  property,  real  or  personal,  belonging  to  any 
association  or  incorporated  company,  which  is  now  by  law 
exempt  from  taxation,  other  than  that  which  is  in  the  actual 
use  and  occupation  of  such  association  or  incorporated  com¬ 
pany,  and  from  which  an  income  or  revenue  is  derived  by  the 
owners  thereof,  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  taxation  in  the 
same  manner  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  other  pioperty  is 
now  by  law  taxable  ;  and  so  much  of  any  law  as  is  hereby 
altered  and  supplied,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  : 
Provided ,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  exempt  cemetery  companies  from  taxation. 

Section  63.  All  certificates  of  loan  now  issued,  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  issued,  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any 
of  the  incorporated  districts  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in 
payment  of  subscriptions  already  made,  or  which  may  be 
hereafter  made,  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  said  city  or 
incorporated  district,  to  the  capital  stuck  of  any  railroad  com¬ 
pany,  and  all  bonds  or  certificates  of  loans  of  any  railroad 
company  incorporated  by  this  Commonwealth,  be  and  the  same 
shall  be  liable  to  taxation  for  State  purposes  only. 
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H.  General  Provisions. 

Section  64.  If  any  collector  who  shall  have  taken  upon  Penalty  on  col- 
himself  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  fail  to  perform  such  du-  lectors  for  ne- 
ties,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  dollars,  to  be  Slect  of  duty, 
recovered  by  the  county  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  as 
debts  of  a  like  amount  are  recoverable  :  Provided,  That  the 
sureties  of  a  collector  shall,  notwithstanding  such  proceedings 

Sect.  61,  substitute  for  5th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1849. 

Sect.  62,  substitute  for  13th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  14,  1851. 

Sect.  63,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  1,  1854. 

Sect.  64,  substitute  for  41st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 
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against  him,  remain  liable,  according  to  the  condition  of  their 
bond. 

Section  65  The  condition  of  the  bond  to  be  given  by  the 
several  collectors  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  that  such 
collector  shall  well  and  truly  collect  and  pay  over,  or  account 
for  according  to  law,  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  charged 
and  assessed  in  the  duplicate  delivered  to  such  collector. 

Section  66.  Every  warrant  to  a  collector  issued  as  is  here¬ 
inbefore  provided,  shall  he  effectual  to  authorize  him  to  col¬ 
lect  the  sums  charged  in  his  duplicate  during  the  period  of  two 
years  from  the  date  of  his  warrant,  and  no  more. 

Section  67.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  before  the 
expiration  of  his  warrant,  to  institute  a  suit  for  the  recovery 
of  any  tax  in  any  court  of  this  State,  or  before  any  alderman 
or  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State,  and  no  such  court,  aider- 
man  or  justice  shall  issue  process  for  such  purpose  ;  but  in  all 
cases  where  taxes  are  due  and  unpaid  to  any  collector,  after 
the  expiration  of  his  warrant,  when  such  collector  has  not  been 
legally  exonerated  therefrom,  every  such  collector  or  person, 
his  executors,  administrators  or  any  of  them,  is  hereby  de¬ 
clared  to  have  full  right  and  power  to  sue  for  and  recover  the 
same,  with  interest  thereon,  after  the  expiration  of  his  war¬ 
rant  aforesaid,  from  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate,  owing  the  same,  as  other  debts  of  like 
amount  are  now  by  law  recoverable. 

Section  68.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  town¬ 
ship,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  act 
for  him  in  the  execution  of  his  warrant,  such  collector  and  his 
sureties  being  in  all  cases  responsible  for  the  acts  of  such  de- 
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puty. 

Section  69.  The  goods  and  chattels  of  any  person  occupy¬ 
ing  any  real  estate  shall  be  liable  to  distress  and  sale  for  the 
non-payment  of  any  taxes  assessed  upon  such  real  estate,  dur¬ 
ing  his  possession  or  occupancy,  and  remaining  unpaid,  in  like 
manner  as  if  they  were  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  owner 
of  such  real  estate. 

Section  70.  Every  collector  shall,  within  six  weeks  from 
the  date  of  his  warrant,  pay  all  such  moneys  as  he  may  by 
that  time  have  received,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county 
or  township,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  a  certain  time  and  place 
to  be  mentioned  in  such  warrant. 

Section  71.  The  commissioners  of  the  proper  county,  and 
the  supervisors  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  proper  town¬ 
ship,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  at  all  times  make  abatement  or 
exonerations  for  mistakes,  indigent  persons,  unseated  lands, 
&c.,  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable ;  and  the  com¬ 
missioners  shall  direct  their  clerk  to  enter  in  a  book  or  books, 


Sect.  65,  substitute  for  43d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  66,  substitute  for  44th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  67.  substitute  for  50th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834,  as  modi¬ 
fied  by  the  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  11,  1848. 

Sect.  68,  substitute  for  51st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  69,  substitute  for  46th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  70,  substitute  for  47th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  71,  substitute  for  48th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 
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to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  names  of  all  persons  abated 
or  exonerated,  together  with  the  reason  why,  the  amount  and 
date  when  made,  and  give  the  collector  a  certificate  directed  to 
the  county  treasurer,  stating  the  nature  of  the  tax  and  the 
amount  exonerated,  in  order  to  make  settlement  accordingly, 
and  the  same  course  shall  be  pursued  by  the  supervisors  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  with  respect  to  exonerations  of  town¬ 
ship  rates  and  levies. 

Section  72  Every  collector  shall  within  three  months  after  Collectors  to 
receiving  the  corrected  duplicate,  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  make  final  set- 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  township,  as  the  case  may 
be,  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  each  1  lree  i5' 
duplicate,  excepting  such  sum  as  the  commissioners  or  super¬ 
visors  and  overseers,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  their  discretion, 
may  exonerate  him  from,  on  pain  of  being  answerable  for  and 
charged  with  the  whole  balance  so  remaining  unpaid. 

Section  73.  Everv  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  retain,  at  Compensation. 

w 

the  final  settlement  of  his  duplicate,  the  sum  of  five  per  cent, 
on  all  moneys  by  him  collected,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  township,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  his  services  as 
collector. 

Section  74,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  county  treasurer,  No  person  tore- 
county  commissioner  or  commissioners,  or  any  collector  of  ceive  payment 
taxes  in  any  township,  ward  or  district,  nor  for  any  other  per-  °f»  or  give  re 
son  on  his  or  their  behalf,  to  receive  payment,  or  give  any  ^gg^S 

receipt  for  the  payment  of  any  taxes  that  have  not  been  duly  or  ;ruu^ 
assessed,  and  returns  of  said  assessment  made  according  to  which  the  party 
law;  nor  shall  any  such  treasurer,  commissioner  or  commis-  has  been exone- 
sioners,  or  collector,  or  other  person  on  his  or  their  behalf,  rated,  except  he 
receive  payment  or  give  any  receipt  for  the  payment  of  any  aPPear&  m  Per' 
taxes,  from  the  payment  of  which  the  party  assessed  has  been 
exonerated  according  to  law,  unless  the  party  so  exonerated 
shall  himself  appear  in  his  own  proper  person,  and  tender 
payment  of  the  taxes  from  which  he  had  been  so  exonerated  ; 
and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  commissioner  or  commis¬ 
sioners  of  any  county,  or  for  any  other  person  on  his  or  their 
behalf,  to  add  any  name  or  names  to  the  duplicate  return  or  nof  to  add 
list  of  taxables,  made  or  furnished  by  the  assessor  or  assistant  names  to  the 
assessors  of  any  township,  ward  or  district ;  and  if  any  such  duplicate, 
treasurer,  commissioner,  commissioners  or  collector,  or  other 
person  on  his  or  their  behalf,  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  he  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  before  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  punishment  for 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  shall  moreover  so  doing, 
be  forthwith  removed  from  office,  and  the  vacancy  thereby  oc¬ 
casioned  in  either  of  said  offices  shall  be  filled  or  supplied  as 
in  other  cases  of  vacancies  in  such  office. 

Section  75  Where  any  person  shall  hereafter  die,  leaving  How  taxes  may 

real  or  personal  estate,  which,  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  be  assessed 

Commonwealth,  is  subject  to  taxation  for  State  or  county  pur-  against  estates 

’  J  J  r  of  decedents. 

Sect.  72.  substitute  for  49th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  73,  substitute  for  52d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  15,  1834. 

Sect.  74,  substitute  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  27,  1841. 

Sect.  75,  substitute  for  23d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1846. 
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poses,  such  property,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  belong  to  the 
estate  of  such  deceased  person,  may  be  taxed  in  the  name  of 
the  decedent,  or  in  the  name  of  his  administrator  or  adminis¬ 
trators,  executor  or  executors,  or  his  heirs  generally,  or  in  the 
•  name  of  any  of  the  administrators,  executors  or  heirs ;  and 

in  taxing  it  in  the  names  of  the  executors,  administrators  or 
heirs,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  designate  them  by  their 
Christian  or  surnames ;  and  such  tax  on  such  real  estate  shall 
Lien  there©!.  remain  a  qen  on  the  part  taxed  for  the  period  of  one  year,  from 

the  first  day  of  June  following  the  assessment  of  said  tax,  and 
may  be  collected  from  the  person  or  persons  in  possession 
thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  by  law  ;  and 
all  taxes  heretofore  thus  assessed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
legal,  and  may  be  collected  in  the  manner  herein  provided  : 
Provided  also,  That  the  expiration  of  the  said  lien  of  said  tax 
shall  not  prevent  the  collection  thereof,  within  the  time  now 
provided  in  other  cases  ;  and  where  a  different  time  is  affixed 
by  law  for  the  existence  of  the  lien  of  any  such  tax,  this  act 
shall  not  operate  as  a  repeal  of  such  law,  but  the  same  shall 
be  construed  as  controlling  the  provisions  of  this  section,  so 
far  as  regards  the  time  such  lien  is  to  continue  in  force. 


I.  Special  Provisions  for  Philadelphia. 


Election  of  as¬ 
sessors. 


How  voted  for. 
Fifteenth  ward 


Nineteenth 

ward- 


Twentieth  ward 


Twenty-second 

ward. 


Twenty-third 

ward. 


Twenty  fourth 
ward. 


Section  76.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  next,  and 
tri-ennially  thereafter,  shall  elect  two  assessors,  who  shall  have 
the  same  qualifications  as  are  required  for  members  of  the 
State  Senate,  who,  being  duly  qualified,  shall  do  and  perform, 
within  their  respective  wards  and  districts,  all  the  duties  im¬ 
posed  on  assessors  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  :  Provided , 
That  at  all  elections  for  assessors  each  voter  shall  vote  for  but 
one  candidate,  and  the  two  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
shall  be  elected  :  And  provided  further,  That  that  part  of  the 
Fifteenth  ward  east  of  Nineteenth  street,  shall  elect  two  as¬ 
sessors,  and  that  part  of  said  ward  west  of  said  Nineteenth 
street,  shall  also  elect  two  assessors  ;  that  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Seventh,  Tenth  and 
Twelfth  divisions  of  the  Nineteenth  ward,  shah  «lect  two  as¬ 
sessors,  and  the  remaining  portion  of  said  ward  shall  also 
elect  two  ;  that  the  qualified  voters  of  that  part  of  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  ward  lying  east  of  Broad  street,  shall  elect  two  asses¬ 
sors,  and  that  part  of  said  ward  lying  west  of  Broad  street, 
shall  also  elect  two;  that  the  qualified  voters  of  the  Fifth,  Sixth, 
Seventh  and  Eighth  precincts  of  the  Twenty-second  ward 
shall  elect  two  assessors,  and  the  remaining  portions  of  said 
ward  shall  also  elect  two ;  that  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
First,  Second  and  Third  divisions  of  the  Twenty-third  ward, 
shall "  elect  two  assessors,  and  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  divisions  of  said 
ward  shall  also  elect  two ;  that  the  qualified  voters  of  that 
part  of  the  Twenty-fourth  ward,  within  the  following  boun- 


Sect.  76,  is  composed  of  first  part  of  17th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February 
A.4 modiflllbythe^of  °f 


JJ.  iot)4,  as  rnuumeu  u  v  iuo  K  7  " j  Vr  V  ,9  ibro 

March  28,  and  April  10,  1867,  of  April  22,  1863,  and  March  13,  1862. 
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daries,  viz:  commencing  at  f  e  SehuylkUl  river  and l  Market 

sa  ska 

*;s.v  fp.« ««« “™r.c  rat's  £ 

avenue  tJIhfriver  Schuylkill,  and  thence  by  said  n^r  to  tire 
iD^part  ^t^saWD  warcT^sha!!C'a!so0etectStwo  ;  and  if,  at  any 

a  ft??a 

divisions  shall  elect  the  assessors  as  aforesaid. 

Section  W  The  term  of  office  of  said  assessors  shall  be 
three  years  and  they  shall  enter  upon  the  performance  of 

their  official  duties  on  the  first  day  of  *  rgUof  any 

ing  their  election  ;  and  in  case  the  qualified  electors  of  any 
ward  or  district  shall  fail  to  choose  “eeBsors  at  the  tune  ap_ 
nmntpd  bv  law  or  if  any  person  elected  shall  neglect  or  . 
fuse  to  serve  or  if  any  vacancy  shall  happen  by  death,  resig- 

suitable  person  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  e“m  « 

election  at  which  time  an  election  shall  be  held  to  fill  the  un 

expired 'term  or  terms:  Provided ,  That  all  persons  appointed 
to  fill  vacancies  shall  enter  upon  the 

forthwith,  and  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  succ 

Ses™VaTheqboardd^  revision,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth 
dav  of  May  in  each  and  every  year,  shall  deliver  the  neces¬ 
sary  blank  books,  together  with  their  precept,  tc »  the  ■ wM»n 
of  the  several  wards  and  districts,  requiring  them  to  make 
out  and  return  within  such  period  as  said  commissioners  shall 
dfsignate,  not'later  than  the'  fifteenth  of  August  fol  owing  a 
inQt  and  nerfect  list  in  such  form  as  the  said  board  shall  pie- 
scribe,  of' all  taxable  persons  residing  within  their  respective 
wards  or  districts,  and  of  all  property  taxable  or  exempt  by 
law  with  a  just  valuation  of  the  same  ;  and  whenever  the 
assessors  of  any  ward  or  district  cannot  agree i  upon .the i  va 
tion  of  anv  property,  the  board  of  revision  shall  decide. 

Section^' 79.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  assessor  to  ascer¬ 
tain  by  strict  inquiry,  the  proper  orthography  of  the  name  o. 
each  taxable  person  within  his  ward  or  district,  the  exacb  mini- 
berof  his  place  of  residence,  together  with  his  present  occupa¬ 
tion,  profession,  or  business,  and  to  state  plainly,  in  writ ,  g, 
all  said  particulars  in  his  assessment  list ;  t_ e  assessors  of  each 
ward  and  district  shall  also  make  out  an  alphabeticallist  w 
the  names,  occupations  and  residences,  of: all  the  tax doles  ot 
each  division  of  the  ward,  to  be  returned  to  the  city  comtms- 

Sect.  77,  is  composed  of  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  21,  1861,  and  2d 
“itectf  78, 3is  composed  o”paXof  mh^cS'of  the  act  of  February  2, 1854, 

^SSaclof  April  13,  1859,  and  parts 
of  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  13,  1856. 
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City  councils. 
Term  of  office. 


How  vacancies 
filled. 


Board  of  revi¬ 
sion  to  issue 
blanks  and  pre¬ 
cept. 

When  returns 
to  be  made  and 
what  to  contain. 


In  ease  of  disa¬ 
greement  in 
assessments  * 

How  lists  of 
taxables  to  be 
made  out* 


Alphabetical 
lists  of  divisions 
to  be  returned* 
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Penalty  for  not 
making  returns 


Assessments  in 
rural  districts. 


Extra  assess¬ 
ments. 


Assessors  to 
make  second  re¬ 
turn  of  new 
buildings. 

Authority  to 

administer 

oaths. 

Salaries. 


sioners  with  the  assessment  book,  to  be  used  for  election  pur¬ 
poses,  for  which  they  shall  receive  four  dollars  for  each  divi¬ 
sion  book  ;  every  assessor  who  shall  not  have  completed  and 
returned  his  assessments  by  the  said  fifteenth  of  August,  shall 
forfeit  his  compensation  and  surrender  his  books,  to  be  fin¬ 
ished  by  the  board  of  revision. 

Section  80.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  to  mark 
opposite  every  property  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  the 
word  “rural,”  and  on  every  property  so  returned  there  shall 
be  assessed  and  collected  but  two-thirds  of  the  rate  for  city 
tax  that  shall  be  assessed  on  other  real  estate  in  the  city  ;  and 
any  errors  in  such  return,  in  this  respect,  shall  be  corrected  by 
the  board  of  revision 

Section  81.  The  duty  of  making  extra  assessments  shall  be 
performed  exclusively  by  the  assessors,  and  for  this  purpose 
those  of  each  ward  or  district,  shall  meet  in  their  respective 
wards  or  districts  on  the  thirteenth  day  prior  to  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  annually,  and  continue  their  session  from 
ten  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  seven  o’clock,  P.  M. ,  each  clay,  for  three 
successive  days,  and  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  thereof 
shall  be  given  by  the  city?  commissioners,  in  two  or  more  daily 
newspapers  in  the  city,  ten  days  prior  thereto. 

{Section  82.  Said  assessors  shall  make  a  second  return  of 
the  values  of  all  new  buildings  which  shall  have  been  erected, 
and  not  included  in  their  previous  return,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  November  in  each  year  ;  and  the  said  assessors,  or  either 
of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  administer 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  free  of  charge,  to  any  person  or  persons 
required  to  make  a  statement  of  property  taxable  under  any 
general  or  special  law  ;  hereafter  the  salary  of  each  assessor 
shall  be  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of 
all  other  compensation,  commencing  on  the  second  day  of 
February,  oue  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 


J.  Board  of  Revision. 


Appointment  of 
board. 


To  consist  of 
three  persons. 

Meetings. 

Salary. 


Section  83.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
Philadelphia  county  shall,  once  in  every  three  years,  before  the 
time  for  the  revision  of  the  taxes  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  as 
often  as  vacancies  shall  occur,  appoint  three  persons  deemed 
competent  by  said  judges,  as  members  of  the  beard  for  the  re¬ 
vision  of  taxes  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  and 
hereafter  the  said  board  shall  consist  of  three  persons,  ap¬ 
pointed  as  aforesaid  ;  said  board  shall  hold  stated  meetings 
on  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month,  aud  as  often  at  other 
times  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  prompt  an  i  faith !  ill  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  several  duties  ;  and  each  member  thereof  shall 
receive,  as  salary,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollar  per  annum. 


Sect.  80,  is  composed  of  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  13,  1856. 

Sect.  81,  is  composed  of  part  of  17th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  2, 1854, 
as  modified  by  the  act  of  February  14,  1867. 

Sect.  82,  is  composed  of  last  clause  of  17th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February 
2,  1854,  and  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  2,  1867. 

Sect.  83,  is  composed  of  parts  of  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865, 
and  of  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  2,  1867,  and  5Ui  sect,  of  the  act  of 
March  29,  1867. 
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Section  84,  That  the  board  of  revision  shall  have  the  power  Powers  and  da 
to  revise  and  equalize  the  assessments,  by  raising  or  lowering  ties  of  hoard  of 
the  valuations,  either  in  individual  cases  or  by  wards,  to  rec-  re  bsion. 
tify  all  errors,  to  make  valuations  where  they  have  been 
omitted,  and  to  require  the  attendance  of  the  assessors,  or  other 
citizens,  before  them,  for  examination,  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
with  power  to  forfeit  the  pay  of  assessors  rateablv  to  their 
annual  compensation,  for  each  day’s  absence  when  their  attend¬ 
ance  is  required  ;  and  said  board  shall  have  and  exercise  all 
and  singular  the  powers  and  duties  herein  conferred,  or  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  county  commissioners  of  the  different  counties, 
in  relation  to  the  assessors,  and  the  assessments  and  collection 
of  taxes,  and  the  correction  of  all  valuations  and  returns 
therefor;  and  the  said  board  of  revision  shall  issue  the  pre¬ 
cepts  to,  and  receive  the  returns  of  the  assessors,  procure  the 
assessment  books,  and  cause  the  duplicates  to  be  made  out, 
and  issued  to  the  receiver  of  taxes  ;  and  shall  hear  all  appeals 
and  applications  of  the  tax-pavers,  at  any  time  within  sixty 
days  after  he  or  she  shall  have  been  informed  of  the  decision 
of  the  board,  subject  to  an  appeal  from  said  decision,  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  whose  decision  shall  be 
final ;  and  if  the  appeal  to  the  court  sh  ill  be  groundless,  the 
appellant  shall  pay  the  costs  of  court;  the  said  board  shall 
hear  the  tax-payers  of  their  respective  wards,  in  succession, 
of  which  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  board  and  the  assessors,  as 
required  by  law  ;  and  said  board  shall,  alone,  by  a  majority  of 
them,  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  county  board  of  re¬ 
vision,  but  shall  not,  in  auy  instance,  lower  the  aggregate  valu-  Limitation, 
ation  of  the  county  ;  they  shall  make  the  returns  required  by 
law  to  the  State  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,  and  have 
the  exclusive  custody  and  control  of  all  books  relating  to  the 
assessment  of  taxes,  and  keep  them  arranged  according  to 
wards  and  dates,  and  also  have  the  custody  and  controlof  the  Custodvof 
duplicates  of  surveys,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  made  books  and  re- 
by  the  department  of  surveys  ;  they  may  issue  certificates  to  cords, 
show  how  property  has  been  assessed,  to  be  used  with  the 
same  effect  as  the  original  books  of  assessment,  as  evidence 
in  relation  to  the  title  of  property;  they  shall  report  to  coun¬ 
cils,  through  the  mayor,  the  aggregate  of  the  assessments,  on 
or  before  the  first  of  November  in  each  year;  the  city  com-  power  of  city 
missioners  shall  exercise  none  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  commissioners 
board  of  revision  by  this  act.  taken  away. 

Section  85.  That  the  said  board  of  revision  are  hereby  au-  Authorized  to 
thorized  and  empowered  to  issue  their  precept  to  the  several  issue  precepts 
assessors  of  the  said  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  for  tri  ennial 
year  of  the  tri-ennial  assessment,  and  to  the  assessors  of  any  anri  ottier  a’- 
ward,  or  wards,  of  said  city,  in  which  they  shall  deem  a  new  seSiments* 
assessment  necessary,  in  any  subsequent  year,  other  than  the 
tri-ennial  year,  requiring  them  to  return  the  names  of  all  taxa¬ 
ble  persons,  residing  within  their  respective  wards,  and  all 
property  taxable  by  law,  together  with  the  just  valuation  of 
the  same,  in  the  manner  now  preseribed  by  law  for  the  tri¬ 


sect.  85,  is  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  1867. 
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Revision  and 
equalization. 


Receiver  of 
taxes,  election 
of. 


His  duties  and 
powers. 


Delivery  of  du¬ 
plicates  to  re¬ 
ceiver. 

Unpaid  taxes  a 
lien. 


Five  per  cent 
on  delinquents. 


Fublic  notice  to 
be  given  to  de¬ 
faulting  tax¬ 
payers. 


Receiver  to  is¬ 
sue  warrants  to 
distrain  there¬ 
for. 


Errors,  bow  cor¬ 
rected. 


Receiver  to  give 
certificates  of 
lien. 

*  ees. 


ennial  assessment ;  that  the  said  board  shall  have  the  power 
to  revise  and  equalize  the  assessments  in  any  and  every  year. 

K.  Receiver  of  Taxes. 

Section  86.  The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  on  the  se¬ 
cond  Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  bi-ennially  thereafter,  elect 
one  person,  having  the  qualifications  prescribed  in  the  Con¬ 
stitution  for  State  Senator,  who  shall  be  denominated  receiver 
of  taxes,  and  who  shall  serve  for  two  years  commencing  on 
the  Saturday  next  preceding  the  second  Monday  of  January 
next  ensuing  said  election  ;  and  before  entering  upon  his  du¬ 
ties  he  shall  give  bond  and  be  sworn  or  affirmed  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  the  city  treasurer;  he  shall  collect  and  receive  all  taxes 
and  public  assessments  payable  and  receivable  within  the 
limits  of  said  city,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  have  and  exer¬ 
cise  all  the  powers  conferred  by  law  in  that  behalf,  and  shall 
have  the  assistance  of  the  necessary  clerks  to  afford  proper 
facilities  to  all  citizens  to  pay  their  taxes  at  all  business  hours 
of  the  day;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  revision  to 
place  the  duplicates  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  .said  receiver, 
as  early  as  practicable,  in  the  year  for  which  the  taxes 
shall  be  assessed ;  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  on  the  first  of 
January,  in  each  year,  shall  continue  a  lien  upon  the  real  es¬ 
tate  upon  which  they  are  levied,  in  like  manner  as  if  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  in  case  legal  proceedings  are 
commenced,  there  shall  be  an  additional  charge  of  five  per 
centum  on  all  sums  ;  and  the  receiver  of  taxes  shall  render 
each  day  to  the  city  controller  an  account  of  each  item  of  his 
receipts,  and  daily  pay  the  same  into  the  city  treasury  ;  the 
said  receiver  shall,  immediately  after  the  first  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  annually,  give  public  notice  in  at  least  four  of  the  pubic 
newspapers  of  said  city  for  ten  days,  to  all  persons  who  shall 
have  omitted  to  pay  their  taxes,  to  pay  them  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  that  if  not  paid  by  that  time  a  warrant 
will  issue  to  collect  the  same  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
receiver  to  issue  his  warrants  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  said 
month  of  January,  directed  to  any  constable  of  said  city  or 
countv,  commanding  him  to  levy  said  taxes,  with  all  charges 
accrued  thereon,  of  any  goods  or  chattels  of  the  delinquent 
wheresoever  found,  and  to  make  sale  thereof  after  advertise¬ 
ment,  as  in  cases  of  distress  for  rent,  which  warrants  shall  be 
returnable  within  thirty  days  :  Provided,  That  if  any  person 
against  whom  such  taxes  shall  have  been  assessed,  shall  make 
affidavit  that  he  did  not  own  the  premises  for  which  such  taxes 
were  assessed,  at  the  time  they  accrued  and  became  a  lien 
thereon,  the  said  taxes  shall  be  collected  of  the  true  owner 
thereof,  or  by  proceedings  to  sell  the  premises  by  execution. 
And  the  said  receiver  of  taxes  shall  furnish  certificates  of  all 
taxes  and  claims  which  are  a  lien  on  real  estate,  and  receive 
therefor  twenty-five  cents  for  each  certificate,  and  five  cents 
for  each  lien  and  claim  certified. 

Sect.  86,  substitute  for  11th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  2,  1854,  as 
amended  by  sects.  1  and  2,  of  the  act  of  March  21,  1861,  of  act  of  April 
17,  1861,  and  1st  sect,  of  act  of  May  7,  1857. 
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Section  87.  As  soon  as  the  board  of  revision  shall  place  the  Tax  bills  to  be 
duplicates  of  taxes  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  he  shall  cause  made  out  and 
his  clerks  to  make  out  bills  against  the  tax-payers,  so  that  all  delivered, 
persons  indebted  for  taxes  may  have  their  bills  by  the  first  day 
of  July,  in  each  year,  and  the  same  to  be  delivered  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  one  cent  for  each  person  served  within  two 
miles  of  the  office,  and  one  and  a-half  cents  each  for  all  more 
distant,  for  making  such  delivery;  the  expense  whereof  shall 
be  charged  to  the  city:  Provided,  That  all  properties  owned 
by  one  person,  or  belonging  to  any  one  estate  in  any  one  ward, 
shall  be  included  in  the  same  bill. 

Section  88.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  receiver  of  taxes  Collectors  to 
to  place  any  warrant  against  delinquent  tax-payers  into  the  give  bond  for 
hands  of  any  collector,  until  such  collector,  shall  have  given  ^s°Uon  0 
security,  by  bond  and  warrant,  with  two  sufficient  sureties, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  in  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  have  in  the  hands  of  any  collec¬ 
tor,  at  any  one  time,  warrants  for  a  greater  amount  of  taxes 
than  the  amount  of  such  bond  ;  and  such  collector  shall  make 
report  and  payment  of  alibis  collections  on  such  warrants,  at 
least  once  in  every  week  after  they  shall  have  been  issued  to 
him  ;  and  all  taxes  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  J anuary ,  after  Taxes  to  bear 
the  year  for  which  they  were,  assessed,  shall  bear  interest  interest, 
until  paid,  besides  the  commissions  thereon  for  collection. 

Section  89.  The  receiver  of  taxes  shall,  on  the  first  Mon-  Notice  to  delin- 
days  of  October,  November  and  December,  give  a  general  no-  quent  tax-pay- 
tice  to  all  tax-payers  three  times  in  two  newspapers,  to  pay  era’ 
the  taxes  then  due  ;  and  that  if  not  paid  before  the  first  day 
of  the  following  January,  interest  will  thereafter  be  charged 
thereon,  and  that  the  names  of  all  delinquent  tax-payers  will 
then  be  published  according  to  law,  and  the  names  of  the  de-  List,  how  pub- 
linquent  tax-payers,  when  published,  shall  be  alphabetically  hshed. 
arranged  for  the  several  wards  ;  but  such  advertisements  shall 
only  include  and  apply  to  taxes  on  real  estate,  and  upon  per¬ 
sonal  property  where  the  assessed  valuation  thereof  shall 
amount  to  one  hundred  dollars  or  upwards  ;  and  the  charges 
therefor  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  cents  for  all  advertising  of 
each  name  in  any  one  ward,  which  shall  be  payable  by  the 
person  or  persons  liable  for  the  tax  ;  and  if  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  be  so  advertised,  after  having  paid  their  tax,  the 
receiver  shall  pay  the  expenses  thereof. 

Section  90.  The  receiver  of  taxes  of  the  city  of  Philadel-  State  taxes, 
phia  shall  collect,  and  hereafter  daily  pay  into  the  city  trea-  payment  of. 
sury,  all  State  taxes  by  him  collected.  The  eity  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  shall  pay  over  all  State  taxes  collected  and  paid  into  the 
city  treasury  before  the  25th  day  of  July  in  each  year,  and  re¬ 
ceive  therefor  the  five  per  cent  allowed  by  law,  and  one  per 
cent,  for  the  commission  of  collection,  but  no  allowance  for  the  Allowance, 
then  uncollected  State  tax,  unless  the  city  shall  advance  the  City  may  col- 

same  by  the  said  date,  in  which  case  the  city  may  borrow  the  tract  loans 

inereio  1  • 

Sect.  87,  substitute  for  14th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1855. 

Sect.  88,  substitute  for  15th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1855. 

Sect.  89,  substitute  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  13,  1856,  2d  sect,  of 
act  of  May  13,  1857,  and  1st  sect,  of  act  of  March  21,  1862. 

Sect.  90,  substitute  for  9th  section  of  the  act  of  May  13,  1856. 
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amount  of  such  residue  of  the  current  year’s  State  tax  :  Pro¬ 
vided,  That  the  loans  therefor  be' all  payable  within  the  year, 
and  the  whole  of  the  State  taxes  for  the  year  for  which  they 
accrued,  shall  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by  the  25th  of 
January  next  thereafter. 

Section  91.  The  receiver  of  taxes  of  said  city  shall  be 
charged  by  the  city  controller  with  the  amount  of  the  dupli¬ 
cates  of  each  ward  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  board  of  revi¬ 
sion  for  State  and  city  taxes;  and  in  the  month  of  January, 
annually,  the  said  receiver  shall,  in  books  to  be  called  “The 
Unpaid  taxes  to  Register  of  unpaid  taxes  on  Real  Estate,”  register  all  unpaid 
be  registered,  taxes  (except  occupation  taxes  and  water  rents)  of  the  prece- 
To  be  a  lien.  ding  year;  and  the  said  taxes  are  hereby  declared  to  be  alien  on 
all  real  estate  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  ninety- 
second  section  of  this  act ;  and  the  said  receiver  shall  issue 
Warrants  to  be  his  warrants  for  the  collection  of  said  taxes,  as  provided  for 
issued  for  col-  by  law  ;  and  the  said  warrants  and  bills  of  taxes  uncollected, 
lection.  |n  ^he  hands  of  said  collectors,  shall  be  returned  by  them  to 

the  receiver  of  taxes,  in  the  month  of  January,  every  two 
years  succeeding  the  year  for  which  said  taxes  were  levied,  or 
sooner,  if  the  said  receiver  shall  require  the  same  ;  and  the 
List  of  unpaid  said  receiver  of  taxes  shall  place  in  the  hands  of  the  city  so- 
taxes  to  be  .  licitor  a  list  of  all  registered  taxes  unpaid  in  the  month  of 
citor e<^  t0  SOll~  JaQuary>  every  two  years  succeeding  the  year  for  which  said 
taxes  were  levied  and  furnished  to  the  said  solicitor,  bills  for 
said  taxes;  and  he  shall  enforce  payment  thereof  by  sale  of 
the  real  estate  upon  which  the  said  taxes  are  a  lien,  and  the 
said  solicitor  shall  pay  to  the  said  receiver  all  moneys  collected 
by  him  for  taxes  by  the  sale  of  such  real  estate  monthly,  and 
Receiver  to  en-  the  said  receiver  shall  enter  satisfaction  tberelor  on  the  regis¬ 
ter  satisfaction,  ter  books ;  the  city  controller  shall,  immediately  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  receiver  of  taxes,  audit 
Accounts  to  be  hi s  accounts  and  make  allowance  for  uncollected  taxes  ;  and 
audited  all  real  estate  sold  by  order  of  the  orphans’  court,  if  returned 

to  and  confirmed  by  the  said  court,  shall  be  certified  to  the  re- 
Judicial  sales  to  ceiver  of  taxes  by  the  prothonotary  of  said  court,  and  all 
be  certified  to  real  estate  sold  by  order  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  or 
any  other  court,  (except  sold  by  the  sheriff,)  if  returned  to 
said  court  or  courts,  and  confirmed  by  said  court  or  courts, 
shall  be  certified  to  the  receiver  of  taxes  by  the  prothonotary 
of  said  court  or  courts. 

Section  92,  All  taxes  which  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be 
lawfully  imposed  or  assessed  in  said  city,  on  real  estate  situate 
therein,  shall  be  aud  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lien  on 
said  real  estate,  on  which  assessed  as  aforesaid,  together  also 
with  all  additions  to  and  charges  on  said  taxes,  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  are  directed  or  authorized  to  be  made  ; 
and  that  the  said  lien  shall  have  priority  to  and  shall  be 
fully  paid  and  satisfied  before  any  recognizance,  mortgage, 
judgment,  lien,  debt,  obligation,  or  responsibility,  which  the 
said  real  estate  may  be  charged  with  or  liable  to,  except  mort¬ 
gages  recorded  prior  to  the  lien  of  said  taxes. 

Sect.  91,  substitute  for  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1858,  as  amended. 
Sect.  92,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  3,  1824,  as  modi¬ 
fied  by  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  January  23,  1849. 
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Section  93.  That  the  receiver  of  taxes  for  the  city  of  Phi|a' 
delphia.be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  return, 
all  state  and  city  taxes  that  may  have  been  paid  to  and  col¬ 
lected  by  him.  on  duplicate  and  erroneous  assessments,  to  tne 
person  or  persons  who  may  have  so  erroneously  paid  the  same; 
all  amounts  to  be  refunded  put  of  the  taxes  collected  m  the 
respective  wards,  and  in  the  respective  years  in  which  said 
errors  occurred  :  Provided  however.  That  the  proper  vouchers 
of  allowance  of  such  errors  by  the  board  of  revision  of  said 
citv  shall  be  first  furnished  to  the  said  receiver  of  taxes  :  .And 
provided  further,  That  the  lien  of  the  taxes  on  the  real  estate 
wrongfully  paid,  shall  not  have  been  discharged  by  a  judicial 

sale  or  otherwise.  , 

Section  94.  rl  he  receiver  of  taxes  shall  appoint  the  requ  - 
site  number  of  collectors  of  the  taxes  due  from  delinquent 
tax-payers  for  the  several  wards,  and  shall  not  be  confine  ^  o 
constables  in  making  his  selections  ;  and  he  may,  at  pleasure, 
discharge  such  collectors ;  and  the  receiver  of  taxes  shall  nave 
all  the  authority,  and  the  same  power,  to  proceed  against  and 
enforce  collection  of  all  moneys  received  by  any  collector,  and 
by  any  sheriff  for  State  or  city  taxes,  which  either  or  both 
the  county  commissioners  and  county  treasurer  of  any  county 
of  this  State  have,  or  has,  to  enforce  the  payment  over  Oi  any 
county  tax  collected  by  such  officer  ;  the  sheriff  shall  make 
a  monthly  settlement,  and,  in  default  thereof,  may  be  ruled  to 
pay  such  taxes  into  court,  and  shall  pay  the  expenses  incurred 

thereby.  t  .  » 

Section  95.  The  collectors  appointed  by  the  receiver  ot 

taxes  shall  have  all  the  powers  to  collect  the  taxes  under  their 
warrants,  conferred  by  the  laws  of  the  city  ot  Phiiadelp  la, 
which  the  collectors  of  any  county  have  under  the  warrants 
of  the  county  commissioners  of  any  county,  against  any  de¬ 
linquent  tax- payer,  or  tenant  of  such  tax-payer,  and  shall, 
perform  the  same  duties  and  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties 
for  any  default  ;  no  warrant  shall  issue  to  them  to  collect 
any  taxes  until  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  tbe  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary  succeeding  the  year  for  which  such  taxes  were  laid  ;  ana 
all  the  collectors  shall  make  return  of  all  taxes  against  any 
parcel  of  real  estate  which  he  may  not  have  collected,  before 
the  thirty  first  dav  of  December  of  the  same  year,  which  shall 
forthwith  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  solicitor  for 
suit  and  collection  by  him  ;  such  collectors  shall  make  weekly 
returns  of  their  collections  to  the  receiyer  of  taxes,  and,  in 
default  thereof,  shall  be  discharged  as  defaulters. 

Section  96.  There  shall  be  the  following  commissions  and 
charges  paid  by  the  delinquent  tax-payers,  and  no  other  or 
more,  and  any  demand  and  collection  of  other  or  greater 
charges  shall  subject  the  party  rceiving  the  same  to  the  like 
penalties,  to  be  in  the  like  manner  recoverable  as  the  sheriff 
is  liable  to,  for  the  like  offence  ;  that  is  to  say  :  the  following 

Sect.  93,  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  30,  1859. 

Sect.  94,  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  9,  1861. 

Sect.  95,  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  9,  1861.  _ .  ,  .  T 

Sect.  96,  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  9, 1861,  as  modified  by  act  of  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  1867. 
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shall  be  paid  to  and  received  by  the  collectors,  upon  warrants 
placed  in  their  hands,  for  their  own  compensation,  and  the 
collectors  shall  collect  no  commission  for  the  receiver  or  city; 
on  all  sums  over  ten  dollars,  due  from  one  tax-payer,  five  per 
cent,  on  all  sums  so  due  ;  between  five  and  not  over  ten  dol¬ 
lars  in  amount,  ten  per  cent. ;  on  sums  between  one  and  not 
over  five  dollars,  fifteen  per  cent.  ;  on  sums  not  over  one  dol¬ 
lar,  twenty  per  cent.,  and  the  following  fees,  to  wit :  seventy- 
five  cents  for  the  warrant  and  three  cents  a  mile,  circular  mea¬ 
surement,  to  be  but  once  charged  from  each  delinquent ;  and 
in  case  of  a  distress  or  distresses  and  sale  made,  the  same  fees 
which  are  provided  by  the  fee-biil  to  be  paid  to  constables  in 
Philadelphia,  where  distress  shall  be  made  for  rents ;  no  dis¬ 
tress  shall  be  made  by  any  collector  until  he  shall  have  served 
a  printed  notice  upon  the  delinquent,  or  tenant,  or  some  adult 
member  of  his  family,  stating  that  if  the  amount  be  not  paid 
within  thirty  days,  distress  will  be  made  therefor  and  for  the 
costs,  giving  the  amount  of  such  costs,  nor  until  after  such 
time  has  expired. 

Section  97.  If  taxes  be  paid  into  the  receiver’s  office  after 
the  bills  have  passed  into  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  col¬ 
lector,  the  receiver  shall  collect  the  same  costs  which  would 
have  been  then  payable  to  the  collector,  if  the  money  had 
been  received  by  him,  and  shall  pay  them  over  to  the  collector. 

Section  98.  There  shall  be  an  allowance  to  all  payers  of 
taxes  who  shall  pay  the  same  in  the  year  for  which  they  are 
assessed,  as  follows  :  Five  per  cent.,  if  paid  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April;  four  per  cent.,  if  paid  on  or  berore  the 
first  day  of  June  ;  two  per  cent.,  if  paid  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  July;  if  paid  after  the  first  day  of  July,  and  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  September,  no  deduction  shall  be 
made  ;  if  paid  after  the  first  day  of  September,  and  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  October,  an  addition  of  two  per  cent, 
shall  be  added  to,  and  payable  on  the  same ;  and  if  not  paid 
until  the  first  day  of  December,  then  an  addition  of  five  per 
cent,  shall  be  added  to,  and  payable  on  the  same  ;  and  the 
councils  of  Philadelphia  shall  have  the  power  to  allow  any 
other  per  centage  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  or  add  any  other 
penalty  for  their  non-payment  during  the  current  year. 


L.  Miscellaneous  Provisions  for  Philadelphia. 


Fiscal  year, com-  Section  99.  The  fiscal  year  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

menoementof.  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  city  or  Philadelphia, 
the  board  of  health,  and  of  the  controllers  of  public  schools 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  inspectors  of  prison,  shall 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  and  every  year. 
Guardians  of  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  guardians  of  the  poor  to 

poor,  &c.,  to  furnish  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  or  before 

furnish. councils  the  first  day  of  March,  in  every  year,  an  estimate  of  the 
with  estimate-  amount  that,  in  their  judgment,  will  be  required  during  the 

Sect.  97,  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  9,  1861.  _ 

Sect.  98,  substitute  for  part  of  the  act  of  April  17,  1861. 

Sect.  99,  substitute  for  39th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  7,  18o4,  as 
modified. 
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current  fiscal  year  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the 
alms-house  establishment  of  the  said  board  ;  and  the  con¬ 
trollers  of  public  schools,  and  the  board  of  health,  the  port 
wardens,  and  inspectors  of  the  prison,  severally  shall,  in  like 
manner,  on  or  before  the  same  day  in  each  year,  furnish  to 
the  said  councils  the  amount  that,  in  their  judgment,  will  be 
necessary  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  and  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  board  of  health,  the  port  wardens,  and  in¬ 
spectors  of  the  prison,  respectively,  for  the  current  fiscal 
year ;  and  the  said  city  councils  shall  fix  the  rate,  and  levy 
all  the  taxes  now  authorized  by  law,  within  the  limits  of  said 
city  and  county,  except  the  State  tax,  and  direct  the  amount 
to  be  applied,  and  paid  by  the  city  treasurer,  to  health,  school, 
poor,  city,  and  other  purposes,  according  to  law  ;  the  said 
taxes  shall  be  voted,  so  as  to  show  how  much  is  raised  for 
said  objects,  respectively  ;  they  shall  be  collected  and  ac¬ 
counted  for  to  the  treasurer  as  one  city  and  county  tax  ;  the 
said  tax,  and  all  State  taxes  accruing  within  said  city  limits, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  receiver  of  taxes  :  Provided ,  That  no 
money  shall  be  hereafter  borrowed  on  the  faith  and  credit  of 
said  city,  unless  the  ordinance,  or  other  authority  authorizing 
the  same,  shall  have  been  introduced  at  one  stated  meeting  of 
the  common  council,  and  the  draft  thereof  published  in  at 
least  two  of  the  newspapers  of  the  city  daily,  for  four  weeks 
before  the  final  consideration  and  passage  thereof  by  the  said 
common  council  ;  and  at  any  stated  meetings  of  the  select 
council,  held  at  least  one  week  after  the  final  consideration  of 
any  such  ordinance  by  the  common  council,  the  select  council 
may  consider  and  act  upon  any  such  ordinance  ;  but  the  select 
council  shall  not  originate  any  ordinance,  or  other  authority, 
for  borrowing  money  ;  and  no  loan  shall  be  authorized  with¬ 
out  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  the  members 
of  each  council  :  And  provided  odso ,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  city  councils  to  obtain,  by  dedication  or  purchase, 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  city,  an  adequate  number  of 
squares,  or  other  areas  of  ground,  convenient  of  access  to  all 
its  inhabitants,  and  lay  out  and  maintain  such  squares  and 
areas  of  ground  as  open  public  places,  for  the  health  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  people,  forever. 

Section  100.  If  the  city  councils,  on  or  before  the  second 
stated  meeting  in  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  shall  fail 
to  levy  and  fix  the  rate  of  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  tax 
rates  of  the  preceding  year  shall  be  continued  as  the  rate  for 
the  ensuing  year  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot  the  board  of  re¬ 
vision  to  proceed,  at  once,  to  make  out  the  tax  duplicates  for 
the  ensuing  year,  at  said  rates,  so  that  the  receiver  of  taxes 
shall  be  able  to  collect  the  same  on  the  first  Monday  of  February 
in  said  year. 

Section  10 1.  That  the  offices,  depots,  car  houses  and  other 
real  property  of  railroad  corporations,  situated  in  said  city,  the 
superstructure  of  the  road  and  water  stations  only  excepted, 
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Sect.  100,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  4,  1862. 

Sect.  101,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1858,  and  1st 
sect,  of  the  act  of  August  25,  1864,  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1858, 
and  13th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1855. 
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are,  and  hereafter  shall  be,  subject  to  taxation,  by  ordinances, 
for  city  purposes  ;  and  the  select  and  common  councils  of  said 
city  shall  have  the  power  to  levy  a  tax  for  municipal  purposes, 
on  all  subjects  of  taxation  specified  in  the  one  hundred  and 
fourteenth  section  of  this  act,  and  to  provide  by  ordinance  a  sys¬ 
tem  for  the  assessment  thereof,  and  for  the  collecting  of  taxes 
thereon  :  Provided »  That  all  meadow  or  marsh  lands  situate 
in  the  First,  Twenty-sixth,  and  Twenty  seventh  wards  of  said 
city,  and  assessed  as  marsh  or  meadow  lands,  and  paying, ^be¬ 
sides  the  usual  city  taxes,  a  further  tax  for  keeping  up  and  in 
repair  the  banks  on  said  lands,  shall  only  be  liable  to  pay  one- 
half  the  rate  of  tax  levied  on  real  estate,  in  said  city,  for  city 
purposes  :  And  provided  further,  That  the  councils  shall  not 
impose  taxes  upon  rural  portions  of  the  city  for  police  and 
watchmen,  for  lighting,  and  paving,  and  cleaning  streets,  and 
shall  make  an  allowance  therefor  of  at  least  one-third  of  the 
whole  city  tax  in  favor  of  such  territory. 

Section  102.  That  the  houses  and  ground  occupied  by  tire 
and  hose  companies,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  exempted  from  taxation. 

Section  103.  The  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  under  an  ordinance  and  appropriation  by  the 
councils  thereof,  shall  cause  to  be  made  books  of  plans  of  the 
said  city,  divided  into  sections,  so  far  as  the  streets  of  the  said 
city  are,  or  shall  be,  laid  out,  which  shalUbow  the  situation 
and  dimensions  of  each  property  therein,  with  the  city  numbers 
thereof,  and  who  are  the  owners,  with  such  succession  of  blank 
column's  as  will  permit  the  names  of  future  owners  to  be  en- 
tered  therein,  with  the  dates  of  transfer,  and  wi to  index  for 
recording  such  names  alphabetically  ;  and  the  person,  or  per- 
s  ms,  who  shall  he  employed  to  perform  such  duty,  shall  have 
access  to  a! i  plans  of  survey,  in  the  offices  of  any  surveyor  of 
ibe  said  ci'y,  to  all  books  m  the  recorder  of  deed  s  office,  and 
all  records  of  the  courts,  and  in  the  register’s  office,  and  may 
take  copies,  or  extracts,  thereof,  without  any  charge  therefor. 

■Section  1 0 4-.  '\  he  original  books,  when  made,  shad  be  Kept 
in  the  (ire -pro of  of  the  department  of  surveys,  of  the  said 
c'itv,  and  a  duplicate  set  thereof  shall  be  placed,  by  the  chief 
engineer  and  surveyor  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  revi¬ 
sion,  end  be  there  saiely  preserved,  in  the  fire-proof;  and  the 
sTid  chief  engineer  and  survey  or  shall  keep  up  the  books  in 
his  office,  so  as  to  show,  at  all  times,  who  are  the  owners  of 
rbe  lots  on  the  plans,  and  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
board  of  revision,  for  revising  the  valuations  for  taxation, 
shall  cause  the  books,  in  the  office  of  the  board,  to  be  brought 
up  to  that  time  ;  and  such  books  shall  be  kept,  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  ownerships,  at  any 
previous  time,  but  by  additions,  which  will  show  the  subdivi¬ 
sions  of  property,  and  the  owners  thereof,  as  transmissions  of 
title  may  take  place  ;  and  the  said  chief  engineer  and  sur¬ 
veyor  may  furnish  copies  of  the  said  books,  or  parts  thereof, 
for  such  price  as  may  be  fixed  by  councils,  for  the  use  of  the 

Sect.  102,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1.830. 

Sect.  103,  substitute  for  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  Ip  l»b5. 

Sect.  104,  substitute  for  3d  sect,  of  the  act  ol  March  14,  Iboo. 
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city  ;  and  bis  certificate  shall  be  received  in  evidence,  as,  and 
for,  such  proof  as  the  assessment  books  would  be,  aud  litho¬ 
graphed  copies  of  the  said  books  may  be  multiplied  and  sold 
for  the  profit,  of  the  said  city. 

Section  105.  To  enable  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor  of  Sellers  and  buy- 
the  said  city  to  keep  up  the  said  books  of  plans,  it  shall  be  ers  of  property 
tbe  duty  of  every  seller  and  buyer  of  ground,  upon  the  ^  make  «por. 
planned  plot  of  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  make  report  uo  all  c,°lceyanoes 
nim  of  every  coDvtyance  made,  with  the  precise  dimensions  marje> 
and  locality  of  the  premises,  and  so  doing,  the  same  shah  be 
received  without  charge,  and  noted  on  the  deed  of  convey-  oh.)  noted  on 
ance  by  the  assistant  of  the  said  chief  engineer  and  surveyor  deea* 
but  if  said  seller  and  buyer  shall  both  omit  said  duty,  the  re¬ 
corder  of  deeds,  of  the  said  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  not 
admit  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  record,  in  his  office,  without 
charging  fifteen  cents  for  each  lot  described  therein  *,  and  it 
shall  then  be  his  duty  to  furnish  the  proper  description  of 
such  lot,  or  lots,  with'’ the  date  of  conveyance,  and  names  of 
grantor  or  grantee,  within  one  month,  into  the  office  of  the 
department  of  surveys,  under  the  penalty  of  one.  dollar  for 
each  omission,  to  be  recovered  as  penalties  for  taking  unlaw¬ 
ful  fees  are  recovered,  for  the  use  of  the  said  city  ;  ^nd  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  purchaser  of  houses  and  lands,  at  Duty  of  par 
judicial  sales,  and  of  every  one  to  whom  an  allotment  in  par-  '^Vi- 

tition  shall  have  been  made,  and  of  every  devisee,  by  wiu,  to  sees1l)V  will.<fcc. 
make  return,  to  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  ot  the  pui- 
chase  he  has  made,  or  allotment  he  has  received,  and  ol  all 
devises  made  to  him  by  will,  with  descriptions,  as  aforesaid, 
wThieh  the  said  chief  engineer  and  surveyor  shall  receive, 
without  charge  ;  but,  if  he  shall  not  have  done  so,  simulta¬ 
neously  with  the  completion  of  his  purchase,  or  ou  partition 
perfected,  or  if  on  probate  of  any  will,  the  devisee  shall  not 
have  done  so,  as  to  any  houses,  or  lands,  in  the  said  city, 
purchased,  allotted  or  devised,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk,  Duties  of  clerks 
or  prothonotary ,  of  the  proper  court,  under  whose  authority  ^ 

such  judgment,  or  partition,  shall  have  been  made,  and  for  \n  Cnse  of 
the  register  of  wiils,  to  furnish  such  descriptions,  as  are  above  omp.a}on  by 
required  of  the  recorder  of  deeds,  so  lar  as  the  wills,  to  be  parties  men- 
proved  in  his  office,  shall  enable  him  to  do  so,  tor  the  like  tioned. 
charge  and  under  the  same  penalty  ;  and  the  clerk  or  pro¬ 
thonotary,  and  register,  may  make  such  charge  against  such 
purchaser,  or  party  taking  in  partition,  or  devisee  on  delivery 
of  the  deed  certifying  proceedings  in  partition,  or  granting 
probate  of  the  will,  and  that  whether  the  same  be  in  trust,  or 
for  any  estate  for  life  only,  or  otherwise,  unless  the  party  in¬ 
terested  shall  produce  to  him,  or  them,  the  certificate  ot  the 
chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  that  such  duty  has  beeu  per¬ 
formed 

Section  106.  If  neither  the  seller  nor  buyer,  devisee,  or  Liabilities  tor 
heir,  or  other  party,  who  has  acquired  title  to  houses  and  tax... 
lands,  in  the  said  city,  shall  have  furnished  the  description  of 
the  property,  sold  as  aforesaid,  both  he  who  may  have  parted 
with,  and  he  who  acquired  title,  shall  be  liable  tor  the  taxes 

Sect.  105,  substitute  for  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1S65. 

Sect.  106,  substitute  for  5th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865. 
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thereafter  assessed  thereon,  without  right  of  reclamation,  or 
contribution  therefor,  either  against  the  other,  and  if  the  lands 
or  houses  sold,  be  afterwards  sold  for  taxes  thereafter  accru¬ 
ing,  as  a  lien  by  record,  before  said  duty  shall  have  been  per¬ 
formed,  the  purchaser  shall  acquire  title,  as  now  he  may  by 
law,  within  the  county  of  Philadelphia  ;  but  if  the  said  duty 
of  making  the  return,  as  required  by  this  act,  shall  have  been 
discharged  by  the  party,  who  shall  have  acquired  title,  in 
whatsoever  manner,  before  the  tax  accrued,  as  a  lien  of  record, 
for  which  the  same  shall  have  been  sold,  the  purchaser,  at  the 
tax  sale,  shall  not  acquire  the  title  of  such  person,  who  shall 
have  performed  said  duty,  or  of  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  unless 
the  sale  shall  have  been  made,  in  the  name  of  such  owner, 
after  service  of  process  upon  him,  as  in  case  of  suit  by  sum¬ 
mons 

Section  107.  And  should  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor 
apprehend  that  conveyances,  or  devises,  or  descents  of  houses, 
or  lands,  shall  have  taken  place,  without  being  reported  to 
him,  he  shall  cause  search  to  be  made  therefor,  and  perfect  his 
books  of  plans,  and  every  person  found  delinquent,  for  six 
months  after  acquiring  title,  as  aforesaid,  in  making  report  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
by  the  said  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  in  the  name  of  the 
city,  as  debts  of  that  amount  are  by  law  recoverable. 

Section  108.  The  chief  engineer  and  surveyor  shall  pre¬ 
serve,  on  file,  arranged  alphabetically,  and  according  to  date, 
all  reports  made  to  him,  of  descriptions  of  houses  and  lands, 
and  for  twenty-five  cents,  shall  give  his  certificate,  at  the  foot 
of  a  duplicate  of  the  description,  or  descriptions,  that  report 
has  been  made  into  his  office,  of  the  description  of  the  desig¬ 
nated  property,  or  properties,  when  a  duplicate  of  descriptions 
shall  be  produced  to  him,  with  the  certificate  written  out  for 
his  signature,  and  his  certificate  shall  be  evidence  for  the  re¬ 
ceiver  of  it,  and  any  clerk,  prothonotary  and  register,  and  all 
others,  that  this  law  has  been  complied  with. 

Section  109.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  revision 
to  cause  the  duplicates  for  the  receiver  of  taxes  to  be  made 
iu  the  form  that  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  councils  of  the 
city,  and  no  other,  and  to  have  the  same  bound  and  perma¬ 
nently  preserved  in  their  office,  the  duplicates  whereof  shall 
be  kept,  in  the  office  of  the  receiver  of  taxes,  and  they  shall 
be  made  in  conformity  with  the  books  of  plans,  to  be  furnished 
by  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  whenever  and  as  furnished 
by  the  successive  wards,  omitting  no  property  thereon,  nor 
the  name  of  any  owner;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
assessor,  whenever  he  shall  find  any  property  to  be  owned  dif¬ 
ferently  from  the  name  in  the  proper  assessment  book,  to  report 
such  change  to  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  without  de¬ 
lay,  and  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  if  finding  such  re¬ 
port  correct,  shall  make  the  book  of  plans  conform,  by  the 
proper  entry,  but  without  erasure  of  any  name  ;  and  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  assessor  to  perform  this  duty  shall  subject  him  to 

Sect.  107,  substitute  for  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865. 

Sect.  108,  substitute  for  7th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865. 

Sect.  109,  substitute  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865. 
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a  charge,  or  penalty  of  five  dollars,  for  each  such  omission  to 
be  recovered  as  debts  of  the  amount  thereof  are  recoverable 

^Section  110.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  owners  of  houses 
and  lots  to  furnish,  forthwith,  descriptions  of  their  property, 
to  the  chief  engineer  and  surveyor,  to  aid  him  in  making  up 
the  books  and  plans  ;  and  whensoever  such  descriptions  shall 
have  been  so  furnished,  and  the  certificate  of  the  chief  engineer 
and  surveyor  shall  be  received,  no  property,  so  returned,  shall 
be  subject  to  sale  for  taxes,  thereafter  to  accrue,  as  a  lien  or 
record  thereon,  except  in  the  name  of  the  owner,  as  returned, 
and  after  recovery,  by  suit,  and  service  of  the  writ  on  him, 
made  as  in  case  of  a  summons,  and  all  such  returns  shall  be 

arranged  and  filed  alphabetically. 

Section  1 1 1.  That  the  duty  of  registering  real  estate,  in 
the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  shall  hereafter  devolve  upon  the  pur¬ 
chaser^  devisee  by  will,  the  person  to  whom  an  allotment  m 
partition  shall  have  been  made,  or  their  agent,  and  they  shall 
be  required  to  present  their  deeds,  or  title  papers  at  the  regis- 
trv  bureau,  so  that  the  same  may  be  endorsed,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  Assembly  to  which  this  is  supplementary  ;  and 
all  owners  of  real  estate,  in  the  said  city,  not  registered  as  by 
law  directed,  are  required  forthwith  to  do  so,  and  if  after  three 
months’  notice,  by  public  advertisement,  in  at  least  five  daily 
papers  of  said  city,  (two  of  which  shall  be  German,)  and  a 
written,  or  printed  notice  shall  have  been  served  on  the  owner, 
or  owners,  and  they  shall  fail  to  have  such  record  made,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  they  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars 
for  such  neglect ;  and  in  case  the  same  is  neglected,  for  the 
space  of  six  months,  a  lien  for  the  accummulated  fines  and 
costs  shall  be  filed  and  collected,  as  municipal  claims  are  now, 
or  may  hereafter,  be  by  law  collected  ;  the  said  fines  to  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury;  and  further,  no  property,  so . re¬ 
turned,  shall  be  subject  to  sale  for  taxes,  or  other  municipal 
claims  thereafter  to  accrue  as  a  lien  of  record  thereon,  exeept 
in  the  name  of  the  owner,  as  returned,  and  after  recovery  by 
suit,  and  service  of  the  writ  on  him,  made  as  in  case  of  a  sum¬ 
Section  112.  That  the  sheriff  of  said  city  shall  present  the 
deeds  of  all  property,  that  may  be  sold  at  judicial  sales  whether 
for  partition  or  otherwise ;  and  it  shall  be  deemed  a  misde¬ 
meanor  in  office,  for  the  clerk,  or  prothonotary  of  any  court, 
to  admit  such  deeds  to  record,  until  the  same  is  properly  regis¬ 
tered  ;  and  the  said  sheriff  is  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and 
receive,  from  the  purchasers  of  such  property,  lor  said  duty, 
the  sum  of  twenty -five  cents  for  each  deed. 

Section  113.  That  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  said  city  is 
hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  refuse  to  admit  any  deed  to 
record  bearing  date  since  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  excepting  deeds  conveying  title 
to  ground  rents,  until  the  same  is  properly  registered,  as  di- 
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of  property. 


Duties  of  regis¬ 
tering  real  es¬ 
tate,  on  whom 
to  devolve. 


Owners  to  be 
subject  to  a  fine 
of  five  dollars 
for  not  register¬ 
ing  real  estate 
after  certain  no¬ 
tice  given. 


Neglect  for 
space  of  six 
months, relative 
to. 


Sale  of  property 
for  taxes,  rela¬ 
tive  to. 


Sheriff  to  pre¬ 
sent  deeds  of 
property  sold  a 
judicial  sales 


Misdemeanor  in 
office  of  pro¬ 
thonotary,  &c. 


Duty  of  recorder 
of  deeds,  rela¬ 
tive  to  admit¬ 
ting  to  record 
certain  deeds. 


Sect.  110,  substitute  for  9th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1865. 
Sect.  Ill,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  29, 1867. 
Sect.  112,  substitute  for  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  29,  1867. 
Sect.  113,  substitute  for  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  29, 1867. 
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Penalty. 


Tax  on  real 
and  personal 
property. 


Pleasure  carria' 
ges. 


Watches 


rected  by  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  upon  any  violation  of 
this  law  by  the  sheriff,  clerk,  or  prothonotary,  of  any  coart, 
register  of  wills,  or  recorder  of  deeds,  be  shall  be  subject  to 
a  tine  of  five  dollars  and  an  indictment  for  misdemeanor  in  office. 

STATE  TAXES. 

A.  Subjects  of  Taxation. 

Section  '  1 14  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  real 
estate,  to  wit :  houses,  lands,  lots  of  ground  and  ground  rents, 
mills  and  manufactories  of  all  kinds,  furnaces,  forges,  bloom 
cries,  distilleries,  sugar  houses,  malt  houses,  breweries,  tan- 
yards,  fisheries  and  ferries,  wharves,  and  all  other  real  estate 
not  exempt  by  law  from  taxation  ;  also  all  personal  estate,  to 
wit:  horses,  mares,  geldings,  mules,  and  neat-  cattle  over  the 
age  of  four  years;  also  all  mortgages,  money  owing  by  sol¬ 
vent  debitors,  whether  by  promissory  note  penal  or  single  bill, 
bond  or  judgment;  and  also  ail  articles  of  agreement  and  ac¬ 
counts  bearing  interest,  owned  or  possessed  by  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  except  notes  or  bills  for  work  and  labor 
done,  and  bank  notes  ;  also  all  shares  of  stock  in  any  bank,  in¬ 
stitution  or  company,  now  or  hereafter  incorporated  by  or  in 
pursuance  of  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  of  any  other 
State  or  government  ;  and  on  all  shares,  of  stock  or  weekly  de¬ 
posits  in  any  unincorporated  saving  fund  institution,  and  all 
public  loans  or  stocks  whatsoever,  except  those  issued  by  this 
Commonwealth,  and  all  money  loaned  or  invest  'd  on  interest 
in  any  other  State  ;  also  all  household  furniture,  including  gold 
and  silver  plate,  owned  by  any  person  or  persons,  corporation 
or  corporations,  when  the  value  thereof  shall  exceed  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  dollars;  also  all  pleasure  carriages,  both  of 
two  and  four  wheels  ;  salaries  and  emoluments  of  office,  all 
offices,  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades  and  occupations, 
except  the  occupation  of  farmers,  together  with  all  other  things 
now  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  valued 
and  assessed,  and  subject  to  taxation  for  the  purposes  in  this 
act  mentioned,  and  for  all  State  and  county  purposes  whatso¬ 
ever,  except  that  all  real  estate  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation 
for  State  purposes. 

Section  1  lb.  '\  he  county  corarpissioners  of  each  and  every 
county  in  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
required,  annually,  at  the  time  of  making  county  rates  and 
levies,  to  assess,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  plea¬ 
sure  carriages  owned  and  kept  for  use,  one  per  cent,  upon 
every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof ;  upon  watches  owned  and 
kept  for  use,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  on  gold  lever,  or  other 
gold  watches  of  equal  value,  each  one  dollar;  upon  every 
other  description  of  gold  watches,  and  upv)n  silver  lever 
watches,  or  other  silver  watches  of  the  like  value,  seventy- 

Sect.  114,  substitute  for  32d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844,  as  modi¬ 
fied  by  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  February  23,  1866.— (Dig.  1445,  sect.  4.) 

Sect.  115,  su  bstitute  for  34th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844,  as  modi¬ 
fied  by  the  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1845,  and  86th  sect,  of  the  act 
of  May  18.  1857,  and  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  May  16.  1861. 
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five  cents  each  ;  upon  every  other  desen  ption  of  watche»,  of 

the  value  of  tweuly  dollars  or  upwards,  hftv  c  eita  ,  .  Salaries. 

salaries,  emoluments  of  office,  created  by  or  held  uodei  the  bon 

stitutionor  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  created  by  or  held 

und“r  auv  corporatioo,  institution  or  company  mcoipoiat-d 

by  this  Commonwealth,  where  such  salaries  or  emolumeuts 

exceed  two  hundred  dollars,  a  tax  of  two  per  cent  on  every 

dollar  of  the  value  thereof  above  two  huudred  doHa^  u^poo  ^  ^  ^ 

trades  occupations  aud  professions,  one  pe.  •  au(j  eupations. 

dollar  of  the  value  thereof  above  two  hundred  dgltar  • ,  and  J 

upon  all  other  property  made  taxab.e  .or  bj*  « 

the  provisions  of  this  act,  two  ana  a  halt  mi. Is  on  every 

lar  of  the  value  thereof;  and  a  special  Uxmone^haU  ^ 

on  the  dollar,  on  all  property  subject  to  State  tax  by  »  1 

visions  of  this  act,  which  shall  be  applied,  »o  far  as „“ay, 

neeessa-v  to  the  pavmeut  of  the  interest  on  the  wat  loan 

authorized  by  the  act  approved  fifteenth  May,  «ue  l“oa=a“1 

eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  tbe  residue  the reo 

applied  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  saic  *  l 

vided  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  Sixteenth  May, 

thousand  eifirht  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

Section  1 16  The  county  commissioners  of  each  and  every  stage  coaches, 

county  in  this  Commonwealth  are  hereby  authorized  and  re  ho. 
quired,  annually,  hereafter,  at  the  usual  period  «uak.j 
countv  rates  aud  levies,  to  assess,  or  cause  to  be  a=»e==ed 
the  u~e  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  all  stages,  ommou=es, 
hacks  cabs,  and  other  vehicles,  used  for  transporting  passen¬ 
gers  for  hire,  owned,  used  or  possessed  within  this  b 

wealth,  bv  anv  person  or  persons,  or  by  aQy  CJ1Pora  s  Annuities 

or  bodies,"  and  upon  all  annuities  over  two  hundred  dolla ,  =  ' 

except  those  granted  by  this  Commonwealth,  ^  ljy  he  timted 
States;  and  upon  all  property,  real  or  peisomd, (not  taxed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,)  held,  owned,  used  or  m 

vested  bv  any  person,  company  or  corpotaaon,  m  °  ■  other  property, 

use,  benefit  or  advantage  of  any  other  person  company  or  Other  prope  y 

corporation,  excepting  always  such  proper  %  “ 

in  trust  for  religious  purposes,  two  and  a-nall  rnilL  upon  eacii 

and  every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof. 

B.  Assessment  of  State  Taxes. 

Crtr-tov  117  The  commissioners  of  each  and  every  county  Commissioners 

i.  ,™»F»  a.r  ““i'rr;" 

v'<"'d  district  or  township  assessors,  tne  oevera  j  - 

ra“  t5oa  mentioned  in  the  preceding  section,  and  shall  require  Uow  taxes  to 

said  assessors  to  ascertain  the  amount,  descup- .  vied  and  coi- 
thereof,  and  make  return  to  them,  as  is  now  leq  -  >  kcted. 

and  the  taxes  on  said  property  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and 

collected  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  same  ‘  ^a'l 

be  had  in  relation  thereto,  as  is  required  by  la.v  m  the  a*>se^ 
ment.  levy  and  collection  of  State  tax,  on  real  aae  per& 
property, *in  the  several  counties  respectively. 

Sect.  118,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  Mt  of  April  22,  1846,  as  modi- 

S':  -V-r::  72.  p'-* 
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How  property 
subject  to 
ground  rent  to 
be  assessed. 


Assessors  to  re 
quire  state¬ 
ments  from 
taxable  inhabi¬ 
tants. 


Proceedings  in 
case  of  refusal 
to  furnish  such 
statement. 


Section  118.  The  assessors  in  the  several  cities,  boroughs 
and  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  estimating  real  estate 
subject  to  ground-rent,  where  there  is  no  provision  made  in 
ground  rent  deeds  that  the  lessee  shall  pay  the  taxes  on  the 
said  ground-rents,  the  assessors  shall  estimate  and  assess  for 
taxes  the  said  ground-rents  to  the  owners  thereof. 

Section  119.  It  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  each  assessor 
within  this  Commonwealth,  at  the  time  of  making  the  assess¬ 
ments  in  his  ward,  borough  or  township,  to  require  every  per¬ 
son,  every  firm  and  partnership,  and  the  president,  secretary, 
cashier  or  treasurer  of  every  company  or  corporate  body,  sub¬ 
ject  to  taxation  therein,  to  deliver  him  a  statement  in  writing, 
or  partly  printed  and  partly  written,  showing  the  aggregate 
amount  of  money  due  and  owing  by  solvent  debtors  to  such 
person,  partnership,  firm,  company  or  corporate  body,  whether 
on  mortgage,  judgment,  decree,  bond,  note,  contract,  agree¬ 
ment,  accounts  and  settlements  in  the  orphans’  courts  and 
courts  of  common  pleas,  and  other  accounts,  excepting  execu¬ 
tory  contracts  and  agreements,  where  possession  has  not  been 
delivered  to  the  vendee,  under  such  contracts  or  agreements, 
and  excepting  notes,  contracts  or  accounts  for  work  or  labor 
done,  and  bank-notes,  whether  payable  on  demand,  or  at  any 
specified  time,  past,  present  or  future,  or  whether  the  time  of 
payment  be  specified  or  not,  and  whether  containing  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  pay  interest  or  not,  whether  written  or  verbal ;  and 
also  the  amount  of  all  shares  or  stock  held  or  owned  by  such 
person,  company,  firm  or  corporate  body,  in  any  bank,  institu¬ 
tion  or  company,  now  or  hereafter  incorporated  in  pursuance 
of  any  law  of  any  other  State  or  government,  and  all  public 
loans  or  stocks  whatever,  except  those  issued  by  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  all  money  loaned  or  invested  on  interest  in 
any  other  S^ate,  and  the  several  items  aforesaid,  composing 
such  aggregate  :  Provided ,  That  this  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  require  any  statement  of  notes  discounted,  or 
negotiated,  or  held  by  any  banking  institution,  or  so  as  to  im¬ 
pose  a  tax  on  the  running  or  book  accounts  of  merchants  or 
others,  for  goods  sold  or  work  done. 

Section  120.  Each  person,  the  president,  secretary  or  trea¬ 
surer  of  each  company,  and  some  member  of  each  firm  or  part¬ 
nership,  from  whom  statements  may  be  required  under  the 
preceding  sections,  shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  being  so 
required  by  the  assessors,  respectively  make  out  and  deliver 
to  such  assessor  the  statement  or  statements  aforesaid  ;  and 
the  person  making  such  statement  or  statements  shall  certify, 
over  his  proper  signature,  that  the  same  is  true  and  correct ; 
and  if  any  such  person,  member  of  a  firm  or  partnership,  or 
officer  of  such  company  or  corporation,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  furnish  such  statement  as  is  required  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  assessor  shall  proceed  to  make  out,  from  the  best 
means  he  may  be  able  to  obtain,  a  statement  or  statements  of 


Sect.  118,  substitute  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  1,  1845. 

Sect.  119,  substitute  for  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,  1846,  as  modi¬ 
fied  by  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  15,  1847. 

Sect.  120,  substitute  for  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,  1846. 
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money  or  stock  specified  in  the  preceding  sections,  owned  by 
.wh  oerson  firm,  partnership,  company  or  corporation. 

SECTION!  121  In  case  any  person,  company,  firm  or  corpo- Penalty  for  fur- 

rateE  body  shall  not  eshibf/and  set  forth  in 
made  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  full  aggregate  amount  of 
his  her,  their,  or  its  money  and  stock,  as  required  by  tbe 
preceding  sections  of  this  act,  such  person,  company  farm  or 
corporate  body  shall  forfeit  or  pay  a  sum  of  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  and  all  costs  which  shall  be  recoverable  by  any  person 
suing  for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  as 
debts  of  like  amount  are  by  law  recoverable  ;  one  half  of  which 
sum,  when  so  recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  proper  county 
treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  person  at  whose  instance  such  suit  shah  or  may  be 
commenced  and  prosecuted  to  recovery;  and  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  to  require  that  any  statement  hereinbefore 
mentioned  shall  exhibit  more  or  other  facts  than  the  whole  or 
aggregate  amount  of  the  money  or  stock  specified  m  the  said 

Pf  Section S122°  Each  assessor  shall,  at  the  time  he  is  required  Commissioners 
to  make  return  to  the  county  commissioners  of  other  property  to 
assessed  by  him,  make  return  of  the  statements  received  an 
made  out  by  him  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  the  money  and  stock  specified  in  the  preceding  sections 
ascertained,  and  from  the  statements  aforesaid,  shall  be  by  the 
county  commissioners  assessed  and  taxed  in  the  same  manner, 
for  the  same  purposes,  and  at  the  same  rates  as  are  specific 
and  provided  for  the  assessment  of  money  and  stock  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act:  Provided ,  That  in  case  any  person,  Fifty  per  cent, 
any  member  of  any  firm  or  partnership,  any  president,  secre-  to >  b* > added  to 
tary,  cashier  or  treasurer  of  any  company  or  corporate  body,  “““  a  refus. 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  any  statement  as  herein oerore  -ng  t0 
required,  the  county  commissioners  shall  add  to  the  amount  statement, 
returned  by  the  proper  assessor  of  money  and  stock  as  afore¬ 
said,  owned  by  any  such  person,  company,  firm  or  corporate 
body,  an  amount  equal  to  fifty  per  centum  thereon,  and  shall 
then  proceed  to  levy  the  tax  aforesaid  upon  the  whole  amount 

thereof. 

C.  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners. 

Section  123.  For  equalizing  the  assessments  and  taxes  in  gow  board  com- 
the  several  counties,  the  Auditor  General,  State  Treasurer,  and  posed. 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  are  hereby  created  and  con¬ 
stituted  a  State  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners.  Said  board 
shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  in  the  year  186  ,  as  Meeting  and!  or 

soon  as  the  tri-ennial  assessments  shall  have  been  mad^e,  for  gamzatmu 
the  several  counties,  on  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  State  Trea¬ 
surer,  and  tri-ennially  thereafter,  and  continue  in  session  from 
day  to  day,  as  their  duties  may  require.  The  State  Treasurer 
shall  be  president  of  the  board,  and  have  the  same  right  to 

Sect.  121,  substitute  for  5th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22, 1846,  as.  modi¬ 
fied  by  14th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  25,  1850. 

Sect,  substitute  for  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,,  1846,  as  modi- 

Sect.  123,  is  substituted  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  30,  1864,  and: 

36th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844. 
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Evidence  before 
the  board. 


vote  as  the  other  members  ;  and  before  proceeding  to  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  duties,  as  hereinafter  prescribed,  they  shall 
be  severally  sworn,  or  affirmed,  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  perform 
the  duties  of  their  office  with  fidelity. 

Section  124.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  several  counties,  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  said  Revenue  Commissioners,  to  furnish  the 
State  Treasurer,  for  the  useof  the  said  Revenue  Commissioners, 
with  a  statement,  under  oath,  of  the  return  made  by  the  as¬ 
sessors,  of  the  value,  in  the  aggregate,  of  all  the  property  liable 
to  State  tax  in  the  said  counties,  respectively,  distinguish¬ 
ing  real  from  personal  estate  ;  which  statement  shall  be  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  State  Treasurer  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioners,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  duly  organized  ;  and  it 
is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners,  and 
other  city,  county,  or  township  officers,  upon  being  required 
so  to  do,  to  furnish  answers,  under  oath,  to  such  interrogato¬ 
ries  or  inquiries  as  may  be  addressed  to  them,  or  any  of  them, 
by  the  said  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of 
them  ;  and  any  neglect  or  refusal  to  furnish  such  statements, 
or  to  give  full  and  satisfactory  answers,  as  aforesaid,  when  in 
their  power,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  misdemeanor 
in  office,  on  the  part  of  the  officer  or  officers  so  neglecting  and 
refusing,  and  shall  be  punished  as  like  offences  are  now  pun¬ 
ishable  by  law. 

Section  125.  The*  said  Revenue  Commissioners,  when  duly 
organized,  shall  proceed  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  fair 
and  just  value  of  the  property  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  made  taxable  by 
law,  adjusting  and  equalizing  the  same  as  far  as  possible,  so 
as  to  make  all  taxes  bear  as  equally  as  practicable,  upon  all 
the  property  in  the  Commonwealth,  in  proportion  to  its  actual 
value  ;  and  having  determined  the  same,  shall  make  a  fair 
record  of  the  said  valuation  in  duplicate,  and  file  one  copy 
thereof,  duly  attested  by  the  signature  of  the  said  Revenue 
Commissioners,  in  the  office  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  one 
copy  thereof  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  to  be  and  re¬ 
main  as  the  valuation  of  the  said  property,  till  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  board,  as  herein  provided  for. 

Section  126.  On  the  receipt  and  filing  of  the  said  record, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Treasurer,  forthwith  to  trans¬ 
mit  to  the  commissioners  of  each  county,  a  copy  ot  the  valua¬ 
tion  of  the  property  of  said  county,  and  to  issue  bis  precept 
requiring  said  county  commissioners  to  assess  and  collect  the 
State  tax  in  their  respective  counties,  as  provided  by  law,  on 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  so  transmitted  :  Provided ,  That 
whenever  the  said  Revenue  Commissioners  shall  find  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  increase  the  aggregate  value  of  the  assessable  pro¬ 
perty  in  any  county,  in  order  to  equalize  taxation,  it  shall  be 
the  dutv  of  the  State  Treasurer,  forthwith,  to  transmit  to  the 
county  commissioners  of  said  county,  the  amount  of  such  in¬ 
sect.  124,  is  substituted  for  37th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844. 

Sect.  125,  is  substituted  for  38th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844. 

Sect.  126,  is  substituted  for  39th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844. 
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creased  valuation  ;  and  the  said  county  commissioners,  on  the 
receipt  thereof,  shall  forthwith  add  to  the  valuation  of  the 
taxable  property  of  each  tax-payer  of  said  county,  such  a 
proportion  of  said  valuation  as  shall  be  expressed  by  a  frac¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  numerator  shall  be  the  aggregate  increase 
of  the  valuation  for  said  county,  expressed  in  numbers  made 
by  said  Revenue  Commissioners;  and  of  which  the  denominator 
shall  be  the  aggregate  valuation  of  said  county,  expressed  in 
numbers,  as  reported  by  its  county  commissioners  to  the  State 
Treasurer  :  Provided ,  'that  said  Revenue  Commissioners  shall 
be  confined  exclusively  to  the  evidence  which  they  receive 
from  citizens,  officers  and  records  of  the  respective  counties, 
in  adjusting  the  aggregate  value  of  the  taxable  property  of 
the  counties  respectively. 

Section  127.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Revenue  Commis-  To  keep  a  re- 
sioners  to  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings,  and  make  cord  and  report 
report  agreeably  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  in  relation  t0  tlie  legisla¬ 
te  public  printing,  approved  April  9,  1856  to  be  communi-  ture- 
cated  to  the  Legislature,  as  directed  by  said  act. 

Section  128.  In  case  the  assessed  valuation  of  property  in  Valuation  of 
any  county  shall  hereafter  exceed  the  aggregate  valuation  of  revenue  com 
property  in  such  county,  as  is  or  may  be  established  by  the  missioners  to  be 
Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners,  the  one  hundred  and  twen-  deemed  a  mini¬ 
fy- fifth  section  of  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  mum valuation, 
exempt  said  excess  valuation  from  taxation  for  State  pur-  Excess  not  to 
poses  ;  but  the  valuation  for  the  several  counties  fixed  by  be  exempt 
said  commissioners  shall  be  treated  as  a  minimum  valuation,  from  taxation, 
below  which  the  aggregate  amount  of  assessments  in  the  re¬ 
spective  counties  shall  not  descend. 

Section  129.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Com-  Compensation 
missioners  shall  receive,  as  a  compensation  for  their  services,  of  revenue  com- 
the  sum  of  four  dollars  per  day,  and  no  mileage  or  other  al-  missioners. 
lowance;  and  the  State  Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  pay  the  said  board  for  services,  as  aforesaid,  and  How  paid, 
also  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  board,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  each 
member  of  the  board  may  detail  one  or  more  clerks  from  their  Assistance, 
respective  departments,  to  assist  in  the  duties  hereby  enjoined, 
in  such  manner  as  to  be  least  prejudicial  to  the  public  service. 


D.  General  Provisions. 

Section  130.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  County  com- 
the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  immediately  after  missioners  to 
the  return  of  the  assessments  and  valuation  of  their  respective  send  tabular 
counties,  in  January  next,  as  required  by  this  act,  and  in  every  statement  of  as- 
year  of  tri-ennial  assessment  thereafter,  to  make  oat  in  a  tabu-  ses®“ents  to 
lar  form  a  full  statement  of  such  assessment,  showingthe  amount  Tveiy  three  *  ‘ 
at  which  all  the  real  and  personal  property,  and  the  respective  years. 

Sect.  127,  is  substituted  for  44th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  26,  1844,  as 
amended. 

Sect.  128,  is  substituted  for  the  17th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,  1846, 
as  amended. 

Sect.  129,  is  substituted  for  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  10,  1857,  as 
amended. 

Sect.  130,  substitute  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  'fay  15,  1841 _ Oimre 

to  date.  ‘ 
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To  cause  State 
taxes  to  be  col 
lected. 

Interest  to  be 
charged  on  defi¬ 
ciency  unpaid 
on  second 
Tuesday  in  Jan 
nary. 


State  taxes  to 
be  first  paid  out 
of  amount  col¬ 
lected. 


Treasurer  to  be 
personally  ha- 
ble  for  interest 
on  neglect  to 
pay  over. 


Interest  charg¬ 
ed  on  arrears  of 
taxes. 

Penalty  on  de¬ 
linquents. 


State  tax  on 
salaries. 


m  0 n a  of  profit  professions,  trades  and  occupations, 

fd  all  the  other  mat  et  and  things  niade  taxable  by  the  laws 

of  ms  Commonwealth,  have  been  valued  and  assessed;  a  so 

the  gross  amount  of  tax  assessed  for  county  purposes  m  said 
the  gloss  "m /,  t  „er  centum  imposed  to  raise  such  tax, 

rdn^TmVthV:rmePby  mail  to  theP  Auditor  Genera,,  to  be 

Section  °l31.e'lt  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  counties  to  cause  to  be  collected  the  taxes  as  afore¬ 
said  adiusted  and  assessed  ;  and  the  respective  county 
snrers  shall  pay  over  the  same,  as  fast  as  collected,  to  the  State 
"urer  S  if  the  quota  of  any  county  be  not  paid  over 
■  before  the  second  Tuesdayin  January,  meach  year,  to  the  State 
Treasurer  then  and  in  such  case  the  amount  remaining  unp »  » 
aftefdeducting  such  commissions  as  are  or  shall  be  allowed 
by  law  lor  the  collection  of  the  same,  shall  be  char|e^ 
saW  county, on  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  shall  bear 
«n  interest  of  five  per  cent,  till  paid  ;  and  no  payment  shall 
be  made  to  or  on  behalf  of  said  county,  under  the  various 
acts  relating  to  common  schools,  or  any  other  acts  or  for  any 
other  Durooses  until  the  said  balance  be  fully  paid  and  satis- 
fied  •  Provided,  That  if  the  several  collectors  of  said  county 
stall  not  have  collected  and  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  th 
amount  of  fetate  tax,  clue  by  said  county, 

the  deficiency  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  m  the  treasury 
ohf  said  county,  or  which  shall  be  thereafter  first  collected  and 
naid  nto  the  same,  whether  on  the  duplicate  for  State  or  county 
Provided,  That  if  it  shall  appear  from  the  receipts  of 
the  county  treasurers  that  the  said  tax  shall  hayefib®e“  ph 
M.  ,b.  L...J  treasuries,  Wot,  .be  «»•  “  "  d‘‘S 

liable  to 

“5, e.K,  eo b.Jea'tet  a.J  Merest  rrhieb  ma,  aeero,  ..  a.ek 

r.^1  .ar«.«rw^£ 

wealth,  the  gross  leceip^s  twelve  hundred  dollars,  shall 

hUQttf  th° Satury 0 the 8  atel  ux  of  one  per  centum  and 
P^a  amounts  over  [welve  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceeding 

»  a  aass  ”• 

of  the  act  of  April 

30,  1854,  omitting  the  proviso. 
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twenty-five  hundred  dollars, two  per  centum,  and  all  on  amounts 
exceeding  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  five  per  centum  an- 

^Section  134.  It  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  treasurer  of  each 
county,  incorporated  city,  district  and  borough  of  this  Com- 
mon wealth,  on  the  payment  of  any  dividend  or  interest  to  auy 
holder  or  agent  claiming  the  same,  on  any  scrip,  bond  or  cer¬ 
tificate  of  indebtedness  issued  by  said  incorporated  city,  dis¬ 
trict  and  borough  aforesaid,  to  assess  the  tax  herein  made  and 
provided  for  State  purposes,  upon  the  nominal  value  of  each 
and  every  said  evidence  of  debt;  said  tax  to  be  deducted  by 
the  said  treasurer,  on  the  payment  of  any  interest  or  dividend 
aforesaid,  and  the  same  shall  be  held  by  him,  until  paid  over 
to  the  State  Treasurer;  and  the  said  treasurers  shall  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  same  penalties  and  liabilities  now  prescribed  by  ex¬ 
isting  laws  in  relation  to  taxes  on  bank  dividends. 

Section  135.  In  the  event  of  the  commissioners  of  any  county 

neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  any  of  the  requisitions 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  supreme  court  or  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  said  county,  on  the  application  ol  t  e 
State  Treasurer,  whose  duty  it  is  hereby  made  to  apply  for  the 
same,  to  award  writs  of  mandamus  requiring  compliance  there¬ 
with,  and  enforce  obedience  thereto,  in  the  manner  provided 
by  existing  laws ;  and  a  like  neglect  or  refusal  by  said  cooa- 
missioned,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  in  office, 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  he,  or  they,  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 


Treasurer  to  de- 
duot  State 
taxes  from  divi-' 
dends  due  hold¬ 
ers  of  scrip. 


Mandamus  to 
issue  against 
commissioners 
in  case  of  ne¬ 
glect. 


And  punishable 
for  misdemea¬ 
nor. 


with  costs  of  prosecution. 

Section  136.  Should  any  county  assess  and  collect,  for  State  Counties  to 
purposes,  a  less  amount  than  the  appropriations  made  to  the  make  up  defi. 
said  county  for  academies,  female  seminaries,  and  for  common 
school  purposes,  the  said  counties  failing  so  to  assess  and  col¬ 
lect  the  State  tax  aforesaid,  shall  make  up  and  pay  the  said 


difference  out  of  their  county  treasury 

Section  137.  All  real  estate  within  this  Commonwealth  on  Lands  may  be 
which  personal  property  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  pay  the  sold  for  taxes, 
taxes  assessed  thereon,  and  where  the  owner  or  owners  theieoi 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  the  colleciois  of  the 
townships  in  which  said  lands  lie  shall  return  the  same  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  several  counties  ;  and  the  said  lands  shall 
be  sold  as  unseated  lands  are  now  sold  in  satisfaction  of  the 
taxes  due  by  the  said  owner  or  owners  :  Provided,  lhat  no 
sale  shall  be  made  of  such  lands,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  un¬ 
til  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  shall  have  refused  or  neglected 
to  pay  the  taxes  aforesaid  for  the  spa^ce  of  two  years  :  Pro¬ 
vided  further,  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  all  such  lands  Owners  may  re 
shall  have  the  right  to  redeem  them  at  any  time  within  one  deem, 
year  after  receiving  actual  notice  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  where  such  lands  lie.  that  they  have  been  sold,  by  pay- 


Sect.  134,  substitute  for  remaining  part  of  42d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April 
29,  1844,  so  far  as  not  repealed,  nor  included  in  129th  sect. 

Sect.  135,  is  substituted  for  43d  sect,  of  the  act  ot  April  29,  1844,  and  9th 

sect,  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1841.  .  .  Q40 

Sect.  136,  is  substituted  for  8th  sect,  of  the  act  ot  July  -7,  1842. 

Sect.  137,  is  substituted  for  41st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844,  ex¬ 
cept  repealing  clause. 


I 
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Duties  of  state 
treasurer  and 
auditor  general. 


Forms  to  be 
furnished  to 
county  commis¬ 
sioners. 


Who  shall  fur¬ 
nish  blanks  to 
assessors. 


Repeal. 


mg  the  amount  of  taxes  and  costs  due  thereon,  with  interest 
from  the  time  when  said  taxes  fell  due. 

Section  138.  The  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General  shall 
prepare  and  transmit  to  the  county  commissioners  such  instruc¬ 
tions  in  relation  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  and 
the  duty  enjoined  upon  the  several  county  and  township  offi¬ 
cers,  as  may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  enable  them  to  carry 
into* effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  according  to  its  true  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning. 

Section  139.  The  Auditor  General  shall  as  soon  as  practi¬ 
cable  or  necessary  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  make  out  and 
transmit  to  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  in  the 
State,  forms  of  statements  required  by  the  preceding  sections 
of  this  act,  and  all  necessary  instructions  for  carrying  this  act, as 
well  as  all  other  laws  relating  to  the  collection  of  State  taxes, 
into  uniform  effect  throughout  the  State  5  and  the  county  com¬ 
missioners  shall  thereafter,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the 
same  shall  be  necessary,  procure  and  deliver  to  the  several 
assessors,  in  their  respective  counties,  a  sufficient  number  of 
blank  forms  of  statements  as  prescribed  by  the  Auditor  Gen¬ 
eral  in  pursuance  of  this  section,  together  with  all  such  di¬ 
rections  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  said  assessors  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  imposed  on  them,  according  to  the  true  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

Section  14-0.  That  the  following  described  acts,  and  parts 
of  acts  of  Assembly,  and  all  other  laws  on  the  subjects  em¬ 
braced  in  this  act,  and  supplied  thereby,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed,  viz  : 


1780.  March  1. 

1799.  April  11 
1824.  Feb.  3. 
1830.  April  5. 
1834*.  April  15. 


Section  7th  of  an  act  for  the  more  effectual 
supply,  and  honorable  reward  of  the 
Pennsylvania  troops,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Sections  18th,  19th,  20th  and  21st  of  an  act 
to  raise  and  collect  county  rates  and 
levies. 

Section  1st  of  an  act  relating  to  taxes  on 
certain  real  estate,  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

An  Act  to  exempt  from  taxation  the  houses 
and  lots  occupied  by  fire  companies,  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Sections  1st,  2d,  4th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th, 
Pith,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  18th, 
19th,  20th,  21st,  24th,  25th,  26th,  27th, 
28th,  29th,  30th,  31st,  32d,  33d,  34th, 
35th,  36th,  37th,  38th,  39th,  40th,  41st, 
43d,  44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  48th,  49th, 
50th,  51st  and  52d,  of  an  act  relating  to 
county  rates  and  levies,  and  township 
rates  and  levies. 


Sebt.  138,  is  substituted  for  46th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  29,  1844. 
Sect.  139,  is  substituted  for  7th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  22,  1846. 
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1835.  Feb. 


1838.  April 

1839.  July 

1841.  May 

1841.  May 

1842.  July 
1842.  July 


1844.  April 

1845.  April 

1845.  April 

1846.  April 

1847.  March 

1848.  April 


28.  Sections  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th, 

of  a  supplement  to  the  act  relating  to 
county  rates  and  levies,  and  township 
rates  and  levies,  and  to  the  act  relating  to 
counties  and  townships,  and  county  and 
township  officers. 

16.  Section  29th  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  estate  of  Michael  Fox,  a 
lunatic,  to  sell  and  convey  certain  real 
estate,  and  for  other  purposes. 

2.  Section  3d  of  an  act  to  authorize  the  admin¬ 
istrators  of  Henry  Mineum,  late  of  Craw¬ 
ford  county,  deceased,  to  sell  and  convey 
certain  real  estate,  and  for  other  purposes. 

15.  Sections  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  8th  and  9th  of 

an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  for  the 
valuation  of  property  and  assessment  of 
taxes. 

27.  Sections  8th  and  11th  of  an  act  relating  to 
the  election  of  county  treasurers,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

11.  Section  59th  of  an  act  regulating  election 
districts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

27.  Sections  8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  13th  and 
14th  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  government,  payment  of 
the  interest  upon  the  State  debt,  receiving 
of  proposals  for  the  sale  of  the  public  works, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

29.  Sections  32d,-  34th,  36th,  S7th,  38th,  39th, 

40th,  41st,  42d,  43d,  44th,  46th  and  47th 
of  an  act  to  reduce  the  State  debt,  and  to 
incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  canal  and 
railroad  company. 

1.  Section  1st  of  an  act  relating  to  taxes  on 
ground  rents  and  real  estate. 

16.  Section  6th  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  or¬ 

dinary  expenses  of  the  government,  repair 
of  the  canals  and  railroads  of  the  State, 
and  other  claims  upon  the  Commonwealth. 

22.  Sections  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  17th, 
19th,  20th  and  23d  of  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  reduction  of  the  public  debt. 

15.  An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  passed 
April  twenty-second,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six. 

11.  Section  3d  of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  ordi¬ 
nary  expenses  of  the  government,  the  re¬ 
pairs  of  the  canals  and  railroads  belonging 
to  the  State,  and  the  payment  of  other 
claims  upon  the  Commonwealth. 
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1849.  April 


1849.  April 

1850.  April 

1851.  April 


1854.  Feb. 

1854.  May 

1855.  April 


5  Section  5th  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  TTnion 
cemetery  of  Fayette  county  ;  to  exempt 
the  hall  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  m  the 
district  of  Southwark,  Philadelphia  county, 
from  taxation,  and  relative  to  the  duties 

of  assessors.  . 

10.  Section  34th  of  an  act  to  create  a  sinking 
fund,  and  to  provide  for  the  gradual  and 
certain  extinguishment  of  the  debt  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

25  Sections  14th,  15th  and  22d  of  an  act,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  bail  of  executrixes,  &c  ,  &c. 

14.  Section  13th  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Western  insurance  company;  relative  to 
the  tax  on  the  Lebanon  Y alley  railroad  ; 
to  taxation  on  exempt  property;  to  affida¬ 
vits  of  defence  in  the  common  pleas  ot 
Schuylkill  county,  and  relating  to  the  claim 
of  Henry  L.  Patterson. 

2.  Sections  1 1th,  17th  and  39th  of  a  furthersnp- 
plementto  an  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1.  An  act  to  exempt  certain  loans  and  bonds 
from  taxation. 

21.  Sections  13th,  14th  and  15th  of  a  supplement 
to  the  act  consolidating  the  city  of  1  hiia- 


1855.  May 


1856.  Feb. 

1856.  May 

1857.  March 
1857.  April 
1857.  May 

1857.  May 

1858.  April 
1858  April 


delphia. 

8.  Section  10th  of  a  further  supplement  to  an 
act  for  the  regulation  and  continuance  ot 
a  system  of  education  by  common  schools, 
approved  the  eighth  day  of  May,  Anno 
Domini '  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four. 

1  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  appointment  ot 
collectors  of  State  and  county  taxes. 

13.  Sections  6th,  7th,  8th  and  9th  of  a  further 
supplement  to  the  act  consolidating  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

10.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Com¬ 
missioners. 

18.  An  Act  increasing  the  number  of  assessors 
in  the  Twenty-third  ward  and  Twenty- 
fourth  ward  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

7.  Section  1st  of  a  further  supplement  to  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
approved  the  twentieth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

13  Section  2d  of  a  further  supplement  to  the 
act  consolidating  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

16,  Supplement  to  the  act  consolidating  t  e  ci  y 
of  Philadelphia. 

21.  Sections  1st  and  2d  of  a  further  supplement 
to  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Pniia- 
delphia. 
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1859.  Feb.  11.  An  Act  relating  to  boards  of  revision  in  the 

several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth 

1859.  March  26.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act  consolida¬ 
ting  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1859.  March  30.  A  supplement  to  the  act  consolidating  the 

city  of  Philadelphia. 

1859  April  11.  A  supplement  to  the  act  consolidating  the 

city  of  Philadelphia,  so  far  as  relates  to 
assessors  of  the  Nineteenth  and  Twenty  - 
first  wards. 

1859  April  13  Section  1st  of  a  supplement  to  the  act,  en¬ 
titled  “An  Act  establishing  a  mode  of 
selecting  and  drawing  jurors  in  and  for 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.” 

1860.  March  29.  A  supplement  to  an  act  relating  to  county 

and  township  rates  and  levies,  approved 
April  fifteenth,  Anno  Domini  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

1860.  May  3.  A  supplement  to  the  act.  consolidating  the 

city  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the 
collection  of  taxes  in  the  Twenty-third 

ward  of  said  city- 

1861.  March  21.  Sections  1st,  2d  and  3d  of  a  further  supple¬ 

ment  to  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

1861.  April  9.  Sections  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  of  a  further 

supplement  to  the  act  consolidating  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

1861.  April  17.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  to  incorpo¬ 

rate  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1862.  March  4.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act  to  incorpo¬ 

rate  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1862.  March  13.  An  Act  creating  two  additional  assessors 

for  the  First  and  Twenty-second  wards, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1862.  March  21.  Section  1st  of  an  act  to  reduce  the  rate  of 

payment  for  advertising  delinquent  tax¬ 
payers  and  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

1863.  April  22.  An  Act  creating  two  additional  assessors 

for  the  Twentieth  ward  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

1864*.  April  30.  Sections  7th  and  8th  of  an  act  imposing  ad¬ 
ditional  taxes  for  State  purposes,  and  to 
abolish  the  Revenue  Board. 

1864.  Aug.  25.  A  further  suplement  to  an  act  to  incorporate 

the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

1865.  MaTch  14.  An  Act  to  promote  the  more  certain  and 

equal  assessment  of  taxes  in  Philadelphia. 

1866.  Feb.  23.  Section  4th  of  an  act  to  amend  the  revenue 

laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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1867.  Feb 


1867,  Jan.  9.  An  Act  relative  to  the  receiver  of  taxes  in 

the  city  of  Philadelphia,  repealing  so  much 
of  the  act  of  April  ninth,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-one,  as  authorizes 
him  to  charge  five  per  cent,  commission 
for  collecting  taxes  from  delinquent  tax¬ 
payers. 

2.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled, 
“An  Act  to  promote  the  more  certain  and 
equal  assessment  of  taxes  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  approved  March  fourteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five. 
1867.  Feb.  14.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  approved 
February  second,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-four. 

1867.  March  28.  An  Act  dividing  the  Twenty-fourth  ward  of 

Philadelphiainto  two  assessment  districts, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
assessors. 

1867.  March  29.  Section  5th  of  a  supplement  to  an  act,  enti¬ 
tled  “An  Act  to  promote  the  more  certain 
and  equal  assessment  of  taxes  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,”  approved  March  fourteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five. 
1867.  April  10.  An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  two  addi¬ 
tional  assessors  for  the  Fifteenth  ward  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Provided ,  That  this  repeal  shall  not  revive  any  former  laws  ; 
and  that  all  liens  for  taxes,  and  remedies  by  suit  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  same,  and  rights  of  redemption,  shall  be  and 
remain  as  heretofore,  except  so  far  as  they  are  altered  or  sup¬ 
plied  by  this  act ;  and  all  appointments  to  office,  and  proceed¬ 
ings  or  things  commenced  under  existing  laws,  shall  continue, 
and  be  completed  thereunder,  in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 
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REMARKS 

Accompanying  the  act  11  To  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  existing  laivs  for 

the  assessment  and  collection  of  State  taxes ,  and  county  and  township  rates 

and  levies.  ” 

At  one  time  it  was  contemplated  to  accompany  this  bill  with  extended 
explanatory  notes  ;  but  the  foot-notes,  showing  whence  the  several  sections 
are  derived,  and  the  full  comments  already  made  upon  it  in  the  general  re¬ 
port,  leave  but  little  more  to  be  said.  The  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
however,  to  all  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  labor  bestowed  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  bill,  make  it  desirable  it  should  at  least  be  understood.  To 
this  end,  the  following  additionol  remarks  are  submitted  : 

A  carefully  prepared  index,  or  table  of  contents,  is  prefixed  to  the  bill, 
to  facilitate  examination. 

The  principal  subjects  embraced  in  the  bill  are  the  following  : 

1.  The  mode  of  assessing  and  collecting  State,  county  and  township  taxes. 

2.  The  Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners. 

3.  Special  provisions  for  Philadelphia. 

These  subjects  are  divided  into  various  sub-divisions,  corresponding  in 
the  main  with  the  present  arrangement  in  Brightley’s  Digest;  but,  in  some 
instances,  new  sub-divisions  have  been  made,  to  simplify  and  to  facilitate 
reference. 

The  special  laws  for  Philadelphia  have  become  so  voluminous  and  com¬ 
plicated  as  to  make  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  so  collate  and  codify  them  as  to 
retain  and  harmonize  all  existing  provisions,  and  at  the  same  time  to  omit 
and  repeal  such  acts  and  parts  of  acts  as  have  from  time  to  time  been  sup¬ 
plied.  But  this  very  difficulty  demonstrates  the  necessity  for  having  it 
done.  Not  only  have  numerous  laws  been  enacted  specially  for  the  city, 
but  a  great  many  local  ones  for  the  several  wards.  In  some  instances,  the 
latter  appear  to  be  founded  on  good  reasons,  and  have  been  retained  ;  but, 
m  most  cases,  they  have  been  regarded  as  incongruous  and  pernicious,  and 
have  been  swept  away  by  the  general  repeal.  Por  example  :  what  reason 
can  be  assigned  why  the  qualified  voters  of  a  few  wards  shall  each  vote  for 
two  candidates  for  assessor,  whilst  by  the  general  law  they  can  vote  for  but 
one  ?  or  why  should  the  Twenty -third  ward  have  a  special  system  of  its 
own  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  3d  May,  1860  ? 

feome  idea  of  the  labor  required  in  the  preparation  of  this  bill  may  be 
inferred  from  the  number  of  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  enumerated  and  re¬ 
pealed  by  the  last  section.  A  general  clause  repealing  all  former  laws  on 
the  subject,  might,  perhaps,  answer  tne  purpose;  but  it  has  been  deemed 
more  prudent  to  enumerate  the  acts  as  far  as  practicable,  and  to  repeal  them, 
and  all  others,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  in  the  proviso. 
Should  the  Legislature  prefer  the  former  mode,  the  end  is  easily  attained. 
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AN  ACT 


To  consolidate  existing  laws  regulating  State  Taxes  upon  offices,  on 
10  consouu  process,  and  on  commissions. 


Certain  offices 
to  be  taxed. 


Where  one  per. 
son  holds  sever 
al  offices. 


Account  to  be 
kept  of  fees  due 
predecessor  in 
office. 


Such  fees  to  be 
taxed. 


Section  1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  m  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the 

That  the  prothonotaries  or  clerks  of  the  Supreme  o  , 

Ee court  oPf  nisi  pnus,  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  of  the 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delive  y, 
courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  of  the  orphans  cou  , 
of  the  district  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the 
registers  of  wills,  and  the  recorders  of  deeds,  shall  hereafter 

feefreceivedlfor  S  "perfom^' by"  ftem^o^oly.  or 

shalfaunuaUy 'KS day’of' June^nd  qaarVly  ^ere- 

nlhed  b“  the  officers  aforesaid  ;  and  whenever  the  amount  of 
“  v  of’ said  accounts  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
debars  per  annum,  the  Auditor  General  shaU  charge  the  said 

- *• 

Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth.  «.  aWl  be  held 

Section  2.  If  two  or  more  ol  the  said  omces  shad  be 

by  one  person,  the  Auditor  General  shall  add  together  the  ee 
rJeeived  in  the  offices  so  held,  and  shall  charge  the  same .  per 
centage  on  the  aggi  egate  amount  of  the  fe-  received  by  such 
nersons  as  is  directed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to  be  paia 
as  is  therein  directed:  Provided,  That  if  any  person  ho  g 
an  office  or  offices,  enumerated  in  the  first  section  or  this  a  i, 
shall  nenlect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  provisions  thereof, 
such  negtet  or  refusal  shall  be  considered  as  a  misdemeanor  m 
office,  and  the  Governor  shall  remove  such  perse ‘w””  office 
fcECTiON  3.  In  case  of  the  resignation  or  removal  from  offl« 
nf  niiv  officer  who  by  law  is  accountable  to  the  Comm 
wealth  for  certain  surplus  fees  of  office,  it  shall I  b^ the  duty  o 
his  successor  or  successors  in  office  who  from  time  to  time  maj 
receive  and  pav  over  such  fees  to  his  predecessor  or  projects 
sors  in  office  to  take  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  and  tc 
ransmit  one  of  the  said  receipts  to  the  Auditor  General  ; 
gether  with  a  statement  of  such  fees  as  may  otheiwise  be  re 
ceived  by  such  predecessor  from  tame 

may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  Jm  •  »tle  thi 

duty  of  the  Auditor  General,  from  time  to  tame  to  settle  th 

accounts  of  the  late  officer  to  whom  H 

paid,  and  compel  him  to  account  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  an 


•  Sect.  1,  is  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  10, 1810  as  modified  by  acts  < 
March  20,  1812,  and  April  5,  1848,  and  May  18,  185 /. 

Sect.  2,  is  2d  sect,  ol  the  act  of  March  10,  18  • 

Sect.  3,  is  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  24,  1818. 
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to  pay  over  such  portion  of  the  arrearages  of  fees  so  received 
by  him,  as  would  have  been  paid  to  the  Commonwealth  had 
he  remained  in  office,  allowing  to  such  late  officer,  m  case  ot 
deficiency  in  any  year  while  he  shall  have  held  his  office,  sue 
sum  as  shall  make  up  the  whole  sum  he  would  have  been 
entitled  to  have  retained  free,  from  any  tax  thereon. 

Section  4  The  officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  are  hereby  Certain  taxes  to 
authorized  to  demand  and  receive,  in  addition  to  the  fees  here-  be ^ 
tofore  required  by  law,  the  following  sums  for  and  on  account  public  officer,, 
of  the  Commonwealth,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  parties  ap¬ 
plying  for  the  process  or  services  mentioned,  and  which  sum 
shall  be  taxed  in  the  bill  of  costs,  to  abide  the  event  of  the 
suit,  and  be  paid  by  the  losing  party :  The  prothonotary  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  exercising  appellate  jurisdiction,  shall  e- 
man  l  and  receive  on  evSry  writ  of  error  issued,  or  appeal  en¬ 
tered  by  him,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  and_ fifty  cents. 

Section  5.  The  prothonotaries  of  the  courts  of  common  Prothonotaries. 

pleas  and  of  the  district  courts,  and  the  prothonotary  of  the 
Suoreme  Court  having  original  jurisdiction,  and  of  the  court 
of  nisi  pnus  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  demand  and  receive, 
on  every  original  writ  issued  out  of  said  courts,  (except  the 
writ  ot  habeas  corpus,)  and  on  the  entry  of  every  arnica  e 
action,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  ;  on  every  writ  of  certiorari  is¬ 
sued  to  remove  the  proceedings  of  a  justice  or  justices  or  the 
peace  or  aldermen,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  ;  on  every  entry  o 
a  judgment  by  confession  or  otherwise,  where  suit  has  not 
been  previously  commenced,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents ;  and  on 
every  transcript  of  a  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  al¬ 
derman,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  :  Provided ,  That  the 
tax  to  be  paid  on  the  entry  of  any  judgment  by  confession 
in  any  court,  for  a  less  amount  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or 
upon  the  entry  of  any  transcript  of  the  judgment  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  to  create  a  lien,  shall  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff  with¬ 
out  recourse  to  the  defendant 

Section  6.  The  several  recorders  of  deeds  shall  demand  Recorders, 
and  receive  for  every  deed,  and  for  every  mortgage,  or  other 
instrument  in  writing  offered  to  be  recorded,  fifty  cents. 

Section  7.  The  several  registers  of  wills  shall  demand  and  Registers, 
receive  for  the  probate  of  a  will  and  letters  testamentary  there¬ 
on,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents,  and  for  granting  letters  of  adminis¬ 
tration,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents. 

Section  8  In  lieu  of  the  fees  now  receivable  by  the  Secretary  Taxes  on  com- 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  there  missions, 
shall  be  demanded  by  and  paid  to  the  recorders  of  deeds  within 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  respective  counties  upon 
the  several  commissions  hereafter  named,  at  or  before  the  de¬ 
livery  thereof  to  the  several  officers  commissioned,  viz  .  on  the 
commission  of  inspector  of  salt  provisions,  health  officers  laza¬ 
retto  physician  and  port  physician,  measurers  of  corn  and  salt, 

Sect.  4,  is  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830.  ,  „  f 

Sect.  5,  is  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830,  and  part  of  8th  sect,  ol 

the  act  of  May  6,  1844. 

Sect.  6,  is  4th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830. 

Sect.  7,  is  5th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830. 

Sect.  8,  is  6th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830. 
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When  accounts 
to  be  rendered. 


In  case  of  ne¬ 
glect  to  forfeit 
compensation, 
and  be  charged 
twelve  per  cent, 
interest. 

Percentage  al¬ 
lowed  for 
prompt  pay¬ 
ment. 

Statements  to 
be  rendered  un¬ 
der  oath. 


Auditor  general 
to  direct  suits 
to  be  brought. 


superintendent  of  powder  magazine,  regulator  of  weights  and 
measures,  the  inspector  of  flour,  inspector  of  ground  black  oak 
bark,  butter  and  lard,  gaugers  of  domestic  distilled  spirits,  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  ;  on  the  commission  of  a  prothonotary,  clerk 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  of  quarter  sessions,  of  orphans’  court, 
mayor’s  court,  register  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  notary  pub¬ 
lic,  interpreter  of  foreign  languages,  sheriff  of  a  county,  each 
ten  dollars. 

Section  9.  The  several  prothonotaries  or  clerks  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  of  the  courts  of  nisi  prius,  of  the  courts  of  com¬ 
mon  pleas,  of  the  district  courts,  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  ter¬ 
miner  and  general  jail  delivery,  of  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace,  of  the  orphans’  court,  the  registers  of  wills,  the 
recorders  of  deeds,  and  notaries  public  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  all  other  officers  of  this  Commonwealth  who  are  now  or 
who  may  hereafter  be  required  to  render  accounts  of  fees  re¬ 
ceived  by  them,  as  well  as  of  the  State  tax  on  original  writs, 
amicable  actions,  writs  of  certiorari,  judgments  by  confession 
or  otherwise,  transcripts  of  judgments,  deeds,  mortgages  or 
any  other  instruments  of  writing,  letters  testamentary  and  let¬ 
ters  of  administration,  shall  make  out,  under  oath,  and  trans¬ 
mit  to  the  Auditor  General,  during  the  mouth  of  December  in 
each  and  every  year,  their  respective  accounts,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  forthe  year  ending  with  the  thirtieth  day  of  Novemberthen 
next  preceding,  and  shall  pay  over  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
within  the  said  specified  time,  the  several  amounts  that  may 
be  due  to  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  any  officer  failing  to  ren¬ 
der  his  account,  and  make  payment  as  herein  required,  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  commission  on  the  same  ;  and 
the  Auditor  General  shall  charge  such  officer  interest  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  amount  due  the 
Commonwealth,  until  paid  ;  but  in  all  cases  of  prompt  pay¬ 
ment  of  taxes,  to  the  State  Treasurer,  by  any  prothonotary, 
register  or  recorder,  the  Auditor  General  shall  allow  three  per 
cent,  for  receiving  and  paying  over  the  same. 

Section  10  The  several  prothonotaries,  registers  and  re¬ 
corders  aforesaid,  shall  annex  to  the  said  account  a  return, 
upon  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  writs  of  error,  appeals,  wrrits 
of  certiorari  and  habeas  corpus  for  the  removal  of  causes,  ori¬ 
ginal  writs,  certioraris,  judgments  in  cases  where  suits  have 
not  been  previously  commenced,  deeds,  mortgages  and  other  in¬ 
struments  of  writing,  letters  testamentary  and  letters  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Auditor  General 
with  the  account  aforesaid. 

Section  It.  If  any  of  the  said  officers  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  settle  and  pay  over  the  full  amount  due  to  the  Commonwealth 
to  the  State  Treasurer,  at  the  times  hereinbefore  directed,  the 
Auditor  General  shall  direct  the  Attorney  General  to  sue  for 
and  recover  the  same,  without  any  stay  of  execution,  and 
without  allowing  to  such  delinquent  officer  any  compensation  or 
commissions. 


Sect.  9,  is  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1848,  as  modified,  and  part  of 
7th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1830. 

Sect.  10,  is  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  0,  1830. 

Sect.  11,  is  2d  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1848,  as  modified. 
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Section  12.  The  Auditor  General  shall  have  the  same  pow-  Powers  of  aufii- 
ers  to  compel  the  said  officers  respectively  to  furnish  their  ac-  tor  general, 
counts  for  settlement,  aud  to  compel  the  payment  thereof,  as 
he  has  in  other  cases  ;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  report  annu-  And  to  report 
ally  to  the  Legislature,  the  names  of  all  such  as  shall  neglect  delinquents, 
jor  refuse  to  make  reports,  or  payment,  as  required  by  this  act. 

Section  13.  During  the  last  term  of  the  court  of  common  Court  to  appoint 
pleas  in  each  county,  preceding  the  first  day  of  January  in  auditor  of  a<- 
each  year,  the  judges  thereof  shall  appoint  one  competent  counts 
person  as  auditor,  who,  after  being  sworn  or  affirmed  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelitv  and  correctness,  shall, 
immediately  after  the  fir-t  of  January  succeeding  his  appoint¬ 
ment,  proceed  to  examine  the  accounts  and  dockets  of  the 
prothonotary,  register  and  recorder,  and  clerks  of  the  several 
courts  of  the  county  for  which  his  appointment  was  made  ; 
and  generally  shall  perform,  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possi-  His  dutie< 
ble,  all  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  by  law  on  the  county 
auditors,  respecting  the  fees  of  said  officers,  and  the  tax  on 
judicial  proceedings ;  and  shall  further  ascertain  the  whole 
(amount  of  fees  received  by  each  of  said  officers  during  the 
preceding  year,  and  make  return  thereof  in  his  account  to  the 
Auditor  General;  and  the  person  appointed  shall,  as  soon  as 
nis  duties  are  performed,  receive  for  his  services,  out  of  the 
proper  county  treasury,  five  dollars  for  each  day  necessarily  Compensation, 
spent  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  to  be  settled  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  county,  and  paid  on  their  warrant ;  and 
t  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  General  to  see  that  the 
provisions  of  this  section  are  carried  into  effect,  and  to  fill  all  How  vacancy 
vacancies  which  may  occur  in  said  office  of  auditor ;  and  if  he  filled, 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  he  shall  appoint  one  additional  auditor  Additional  au- 
or  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  be  paid  for  <^tor  in  Phila- 
lis  services  in  manner  aforesaid.  delphia. 

Section  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recorder  of  deeds,  officers  in  Phil- 
■egister  of  wills,  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  adelpliia  to 
tnd  of  the  district  court,  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  make  quarterly 
md  of  the  orphans’  court,  the  sheriff  and  county  treasurer  of  statements, 
he  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  respectively,  to  file  in  the 
»ffice  of  the  treasurer  of  said  city  and  county,  on  the  first 
Mondays  of  January,  Aprd,  July  and  October,  every  year, 
i  written  statement,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  gross 
eceipts  and  expenditures  of  their  several  offices,  distinguish- 
ng  among  the  expenditures  the  amounts  paid  respectively  for 
lerk  hire  and  stationery  ;  said  statements  to  remain  in  the 
•ffice  of  said  treasurer 

Section  Id  In  case  of  neglect  or  refusal,  on  the  part  of  any  Penalty  for  ne- 
1  said  officers,  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  last  Slect 
•receding  section,  for  more  than  two  weeks,  they  shall  be 
eemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  on  conviction 

Sect.  12,  is  3d  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  10,  1810,  and  32d  sect,  of  the 
ct  of  March  30,  1810. 

Sect.  13,  is  sect.  10  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1846,  as  modified  bv  1st  sect, 
f  the  act  of  March  27,  1848,  and  1st  sect,  of  the  act  of  March  15,  1847, 
nth  compensation  increased. 

Sect.  14,  is  7th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1842,  as  modified. 

Sect.  15,  is  8th  sect,  of  the  act  of  April  5,  1842,  as  modified. 
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thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and 

not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars.  ,  .  , 

Section  16.  That  the  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  relating  to  the 
subjects  of  this  bill,  approved  10th  March,  18 10;  the  ~  th 
March  1812;  the  24th  March,  1818;  the  first,  second,  third, 
fourth  ’  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  the  act  ap- 
oroved  6th  April,  1830  ;  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of 
L  act  approved  5th  April,  1842;  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
annroved  21st  April,  1846;  the  act  approved  15th  March, 
1847  the  act  approved  27th  March,  1848 ;  and  the  act  ap- 
nrnved  5th  April  1848,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 
Promded  That  by  this  repeal  no  former  laws  shall  be  revived  ; 
and  that  all  proceedings  or  things  lawfully  commenced  under 
any  of  the  laws  hereby  repealed,  may  be  completed  thereunder 
in  like  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

Explanatory  Remarks. 

This  bill  requires  but  little  explanation.  It  merely _  pro¬ 
poses  to  consolidate  into  one  law  the  provisions  of  the  nine  o 
more  different  acts  now  in  force  on  the  same  subjects  Only 
such  changes  are  made  as  were  necessary  to  connect  togethe 
the  several  parts  of  existing  laws,  except :  that  the ^°®Pe“  ' 
tion  for  auditors  has  been  increased  to  five  dollars i  pel  y, 
under  the  conviction  that  competent  persons  could  not  be  ex 

pected  to  do  it  for  less. 


AN  ACT 

To  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  several  laws  taxing  corporations, 

brokers  and  bankers. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Mssem- 
ZZetfafd  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authorUy  of  the  same, 
That  hereafter  no  institution  or  company  incorporated  by  or 
under  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  general  or 
anv  other  State,  and  authorized  to  do  business  in  this  fatal ;  , 
shall  go  into  operation  without  first  having  the  name  of  the 
institution  or  company,  the  date  of  incorporation  the  place  of 
business,  the  amount  of  capital  paid  in,  and  the  names  ot  the 
President  and  treasurer  of  the  same,  registered  in  the  office  ot 

the  Auditor  General;  and  any  such  mst!t^tl,0“ 
which  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  provi&io 
this  section,  shill  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  which  penalty  shall  be  collected  on  an  account  settled  by 
the  AuditorPGeneral  and  State  Treasurer,  as  taxes  on  capital 

811 f  ¥ha“he“Ki  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  or  treasurer  of  every  company  incorporated  by  or  under 
anv  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  except  banks  and  savings  in- 
Stitutions  and  of  all  companies  incorporated  by  any  other 
State  and  lawfully  doing  business  in  this  Commonwealth, 
who  are  taxable  uLer  the  laws  of  this  State,  to  make  report 
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in  writing  to  the  Auditor  General,  annually,  in  the  month  of 
November,  stating  specifically  the  amount  of  capital  paid  in, 
the  date,  amount  and  rate  per  centum  of  each  and  every  divi¬ 
dend  declared  by  their  respective  corporations  during  the  year 
ending  with  the  first  Monday  of  said  month  ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  any  such  company  shall  fail  to  make  and  declare  any 
dividend  during  the  year  ending  as  aforesaid,  the  treasurer 
and  a  majority  of  the  directors  thereof,  after  being  duly  sworn, 
or  affirmed,  to  do  and  perform  the  same  with  fidelity,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  shall,  between  the 
first  and  fifteenth  days  of  November  of  each  year  in  which  no 
dividend  has  been  declared,  as  aforesaid,  estimate  and  appraise 
the  capital  stock  of  such  company  at  its  actual  value  in  cash, 
and  when  the  same  shall  have  been  so  estimated  and  ap¬ 
praised,  they  shall  forthwith  forward  a  certificate  thereof  to 
the  Auditor  General,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  their  said 
oath,  or  affirmation,  by  them  signed,  and  attested  by  the 
magistrate,  or  other  person  qualified  to  administer  the  same. 

Section  3.  That  if  the  said  officers  of  any  such  company 
or  corporation  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  the  Auditor 
General,  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each 
and  every  year,  with  the  report  aforesaid,  or  the  report  and 
appraisement,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  required  by  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  add  ten  per  cent,  to  the  tax  of  said 
corporation,  for  each  and  every  year  for  which  such  report,  or 
report  and  appraisement,  were  not  so  furnished ;  which  per 
centage  shall  be  settled  and  collected  with  the  said  tax,  in  the 
usual  manner  of  settling  accounts  and  collecting  such  taxes  : 
Provided,  That  if  said  officers  of  any  such  company  or  cor¬ 
poration  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  this  act,  for  three  successive  years,  the  Auditor 
General  may,  if  he  deems  it  conducive  to  the  public  interest, 
report  the  fact  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  thereupon,  by  pro¬ 
clamation,  declare  the  charter  of  said  company  or  corporation 
forfeited,  and  their  chartered  privileges  at  an  end. 

Section  4.  That  the  capital  stock  of  all  companies  what¬ 
ever,  incorporated  by  or  under  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  incorporated  by  any  other  State  and  lawfully  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  Commonwealth,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  incor¬ 
porated,  except  banks  and  savings  institutions,  shall  be  subject 
to  and  pay  a  tax  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  an¬ 
nually,  at  the  rate  of  one-half  mill  for  each  one  per  cent,  of 
dividend  made  or  declared  by  such  company  ;  and  in  case  of 
no  dividend  being  made  or  declared  by  such  company,  then 
three  mills  upon  a  valuation  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  same, 
made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  second  section 
of  this  act  :  Provided ,  That  companies  liable  to  tax  on  divi¬ 
dends,  in  addition  to  tax  on  capital  stock,  prior  to  the  act  ap¬ 
proved  April  12,  1859,  entitled  “An  Act  to  equalize  taxation 
upon  corporations,”  shall  from  the  said  date  be  exempt  from 
any  tax  on  dividends  :  Provided  further ,  That  building  asso¬ 
ciations,  plank  road  or  turnpike  companies,  shall  not  be  liable 
for  any  tax  to  the  Commonwealth  when,  such  companies  make 
or  declare  no  dividends. 
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Section  5.  That  the  amount  of  tax  on  capital  stock  imposed 
by  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  retained  and  de¬ 
ducted  by  the  treasurer  or  other  officer  having  charge  of  any 
company  or  corporation  as  aforesaid,  from  the  dividends  o 
profits  made  or  declared  as  aforesaid,  and  he  is  hereby  author¬ 
ized  and  required,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January 
then  next,  to  transmit  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth 
the  amount  of  said  tax  ;  and  if,  in  case  where  no  dividend  nas 
been  made  or  declared,  the  funds  of  such  company,  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  treasurer  at  the  period  when  the  value  of  said 
capital  stock  shall  be  appraised  as  required  by  the  second  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  act,  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  tax  aforesai  , 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  treasurer,  or  other  officer,  fort  - 
with  to  give  notice  to  the  stockholders  of  such  company  o.  the 
amount  required  on  each  share  of  stock  by  them  respectively 
held,  to  enable  the  said  treasurer  to  pay  the  tax  aforesaid  ,  a 
if  any  such  stockholder  shallneglectorrefuse  to  pay  the  anouat 
so  required,  for  the  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such 
notice,  the  said  treasurer  shall,  after  giving  two  weeks  public 
notice  thereof  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published  in  or  near¬ 
est  to  the  county  in  which  such  company  or  its  principal  place 
of  business  is  located,  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale,  and  tian  - 
fer  to  the  purchaser,  so  many  shares  of  the  stock  of  such  de  - 
quent  stockholder,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  his  portion  of 
the  tax  required  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  any  company, 
incorporated  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax 
hereinbefore  required  to  be  paid,  the  directors,  managers  or 
treasurers  thereof,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  jointly  and  sev¬ 
erally  liable  in  their  individual  capacity  for  the  Pay“® 
thereof,  and  the  same  may  be  sued  for  and  re°°^®d’ ‘  . 
the  direction  of  the  State  Treasurer,  as  debts  of  like  °,mou 

Section  6.  That  every  private  banker  and  broker, 
every  unincorporated  banking  and  saving  institution,  and 
press  company,  and  all  corporations  incorporated  by  or  domg 
business  in  this  Commonwealth,  except  those  liable  to  a  tax 
on  tonnage  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  foreign 
insurance  companies,  licensed  in  pursuance  of  the  severs  acts 
in  relation  thereto,  shall  annually,  upon  the  first  day  o  x 
vernber  of  each  year,  make  report  to  the  Auditor  General 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  forth  the  entire  amount  of 
net  earnings  or  income  received  by  said  individuals  company, 
or  corporation,  from  all  sources  during  the  preceding  ye  , 

and  upon  such  net  earnings  or  income  the  m  m  a  h 

company,  or  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  Pa7  t0  “e 
treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  State,  within  sixty  days  thereaf¬ 
ter  Xee  per  centum  upon  such  annual  net  earnings  or  in¬ 
come  in  addition  to  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  preceding  sec¬ 
tions  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  any  corporation,  company,  or 
individual,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  the  report  required 
by  this  section,  to  the  Auditor  General,  on  or  before  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  such  corporation,  company  or 
individual,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ten  per  centum  for 
such  neglect,  which  shall  be  added  to  the  amount  of  tax  found, 
due  in  the  settlement  of  their  account. 
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Section  7.  That  the  president,  treasurer,  cashier,  or  other 
financial  officer  of  every  railroad  company,  steamboat  com¬ 
pany,  canal  company,  and  slackwater  navigation  company, 
and  all  other  companies,  now  or  hereafter  doing  business  in 
this  State,  and  upon  whose  works  freight  may  be  transported, 
whether  by  such  company  or  by  individuals,  and  whether 
such  company  shall  receive  compensation  for  transportation, 
for  transportation  and  toll,  or  shall  receive  tolls  only,  except 
turnpike,  plank  road,  and  bridge  companies,  shall,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July  and 
October,  of  every  year,  make  return  in  writing  to  the  Auditor 
General,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  stating  fully  and  particu¬ 
larly,  the  number  of  tons  of  freight  carried  over,  through,  or 
upon  the  works  of  said  company,  for  the  three  month  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  each  of  the  above-mentioned  days ;  and 
each  of  said  companies,  except  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the  time 
of  making  such  return,  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth,  on  each  two  thousand  pounds  of 
freight,  so  carried,  tax  at  the  following  rates,  viz  :  first,  on 
the  product  of  mines,  quarries  and  clay  beds,  in  the  con¬ 
dition  in  which  said  products  may  be  taken  therefrom,  two 
cents ;  second,  on  hewn  timber,  animal  food,  including  live 
stock,  also,  on  the  product  of  the  forest,  vegetable  and  other 
agricultural  products,  the  value  of  which  has  not  been  in¬ 
creased  by  labor,  three  cents  ;  third,  on  all  other  articles,  five 
cents.  When  the  same  freight  shall  be  carried  over  and  upon 
different  but  continuous  lines  of  transportation,  said  freight 
shall  be  chargeable  with  tax  as  if  it  had  been  carried  but  upon 
one  line,  and  the  whole  tax  shall  be  paid  by  such  one  of  said 
companies  upon  whose  works  the  freight  originated  ;  but  in 
such  case  the  tax  shall  be  borne  by  the  several  corporations 
upon  whose  works  the  said  tonnage  was  transported,  each  in 
proportion  to  the  distance  carried,  as  may  be  adjusted  among 
themselves.  Corporations  whose  lines  of  improvement  are 
used  by  others  for  the  transportation  of  freight,  and  whose 
only  earnings  arise  from  tolls  charged  for  such  use,  are  au¬ 
thorized  to  add  the  tax  hereby  imposed  to  said  tolls,  and  col¬ 
lect  the  same  therewith,  but  in  no  case  shall  tax  be  twice 
charged  on  the  same  freight,  carried  on  or  over  the  same  line 
of  improvements. 

Section  8.  That  in  addition  to  the  taxes  provided  for  as 
aforesaid,  every  railroad,  canal  and  transportation  company, 
liable  to  tax  upon  tonnage  under  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act,  shall  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  a  tax  of  three-fourths  of 
one  per  centum  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  said  company ;  the 
said  tax  shall  be  paid  semi-annually,  upon  the  first  days  of  July 
and  January  ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount 
of  the  same,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  or  other  proper 
officer  of  said  company,  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor  General,  at 
the  dates  aforesaid,  a  statement,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  of 
the  amount  of  gross  receipts  of  the  said  company  derived  from 
all  sources  during  the  preceding  six  months  ;  and  if  any  such 
company  shall  neglect  cr  refuse,  for  a  period  of  thirty  days 
after  such  tax  becomes  due,  to  make  said  return  or  to  pay  the 
same,  the  amount  thereof,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum 
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thereto  shall  be  collected  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
asother  taxes  are  recoverable  by  law  from  said  companies  : 
Provided  That  the  revenue  derived  under  this  section  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt 
contracted  under  the  act  of  fifteenth  May,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one  ,  entitied  “An  Act  to 
create  a  loan  and  to  provide  for  arming  the  State. 

Section  9.  That  every  railroad,  canal  or  transportation  com¬ 
pany  doing  business  in  this  State,  which  possesses  the  right 
to  mine  anthracite  coal,  or  to  purchase  and  sell  the  same,  or 
to  SaBe  from  or  to  othe^  parries  the  land  or  mines  from  which 
said  coal  is  taken,  shall  quarterly,  on  the  first  days  of  January, 
April  July  and  October,  make  report,  under  oath  or  affirma¬ 
tion  stating  the  amount  of  coal  mined  by  them  from  property 
owned  andSlea8ed  by  them,  and  a'so  the  amount  of  coal  pur- 
chased  bv  them  or  mined  from  property  owned  by  them  that 
may  be  leased  to  other  parties,  during  the  preceding  three 
months,  and  shall  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth,  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  a  tax  of 
four  cents  upon  each  and  every  ton  of  anthracite  coal  so  pu 
chased  or  mined  :  Provided,'  That  the  amount  of  coal  eon- 
sumed  in  the  transaction  of  their  business  shall  not  be  included 
in  their  return :  And  provided  further,  That  said  corporations 

shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  tax  uPOn°  %  ^ 
imposed  by  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,_upon  all  cool  np 
which  a  tax  shall  be  paid  under  the  provisions  of  this  section , 
and  also  from  the  tax  on  net  earnings  or  income  i ‘“^Tero^ 
the  sixth  section  of  this  act ;  and  also  from  the  tax  upon  gross 
receipts,  imposed  by  the  eighth  section  of  this  act,  so  far  as 
their  net  earnings  and  gross  receipts  are  derived  from  the 
mfn in g,6 transportation  and  sale  of  the  said  coal :  And  pro¬ 
vided  also  That  if  any  corporation  shall  fail  to  make  the  re 
turn  retui'red  by  this  section,  within  thirty  days  after  the  time 
herein  specified^  they  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  en  per 
centum  for  such  neglect;  the  said  penalty  to  be _ added  to  th 
amount  of  tax  found  due  under  the  provisions  of  this  section 
upon  settlement  made  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Trea 
surer  in  accordance  with  law. 

Section  10.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cashier  of  every 
bank  and  savings  institution,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
State,  to  collect,  annually,  from  every  -h«.hoM.r  of  sard 
hank  or  savings  institution,  a  tax  of  one  per  centum  upon  tne 
par  value  of  the  shares  held  by  said  shareholder  an  o  pay 
the  same  into  the  State  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  ^  day  ^ 
July,  in  every  year,  and  the  said  shares  shall  be  exempt  from 
all  other  taxation  under  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  11.  That  the  president,  treasurer  or  cashier 
everv  company,  bank  or  savings  institution,  incorporated  under 

the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  °f r  every ’  ““^ichpays 

banking  association,  doing  business  in  this  State,  which  pay 

Btol  depositors,’ "bondholders or other 

before  the  payment  of  the  same,  retain  from  said  depositors, 

bondholders  Jr  creditors,  a  tax  of  five  per  eeutum  upon  every 

dollar  of  interest  paid,  as  aforesaid,  ““d  shall  p  y 

same,  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of  July  and  January, 
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in  each  and  every  year,  to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth  ;  and  every  president,  treasurer  or  cashier 
as  aforesaid,  shall  annually,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  each 
December,  or  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  report  to  the 
Auditor  General,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  stating  the  entire 
amount  of  interest  paid  by  said  corporation  or  association  to 
said  creditors,  during  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  and  theie- 
uponthe  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  shall  proceed 
tn  settle  an  account  with  said  corporation,  or  individual,  01 
association,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  other  accounts  are  “^  set¬ 
tled  bv  law  :  and  in  the  settlement  of  said  accounts,  the  per¬ 
sons  aforesaid  shall  be  allowed  the  same  commission,  or  com¬ 
pensation,  as  is  now  allowed  by  law  to  county  treasurers ; 
and  in  case  the  said  president,  treasurer  or  cashier  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  make  the  report  required  by  tbis  section  with^ 

sixty  days  after  the  time  specified,  he  shall  forfeit  to  the  State 
the  amount  of  his  commission  for  such  failure  or  aeSflect: 
Provided,  That  the  principal  sums  from  the  interest  of  which 
the  said  tax  is  deducted,  shall  not  be  assessed  and  taxed  for 
State  purposes,  in  the  valuation  of  personal  property,  or  re¬ 
turned^  by  county  commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Revenue 

Commissioners.  „  ^  _ 

Section  12  That  in  the  settlement  of  all  accounts  for  taxeo 

due  the  Commonwealth,  under  the  preceding  sections,  of  this 
act  by  corporations  or  individuals,  the  Auditor  General  and 
State  Treasurer  shall  charge  interest  upon  the  balance,  or 
balances,  found  due  the  Commonwealth  by  such  corporations 
or  individuals,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum  per  annum, 
from  the  time  said  taxes  became  due  and  payable  to  the  time 
of  the  settlement  of  the  same  ;  and  all  balances  due  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  by  the  corporations  or  individual  aforesaid,  on 
accounts  settled  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March 
thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven  or  any  other 
act  of  Assembly,  shall  bear  interest  from  sixty  days  afterdate 
of  settlement,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  centum  per  annum, 
until  the  same  are  paid  :  Provided,  That  the  pay  ment  of  in¬ 
terest,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  relieve  said  corporations  or  indi¬ 
viduals  from  any  of  the  penalties  prescribed  for  neglect  or 
refusal  to  furnish  reports  to  the  Auditor  General. 

Section  13  That  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer, 
or  any  agent  appointed  by  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  books  and  papers  of  auy  corporation  association, 
company  or  individual,  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  any  return 
made  to  them,  or  either  of  them,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Section  14.  That  the  revenue  derived  from  tax  on  net 

earnings  or  income,  under  the  sixth  section  of  this  act,  and 

from  tonnage  under  the  seventh  section,  and  from  coal  mined 
under  the  ninth  section,  shall,  so  far  as  is  necessary,  be  first 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  residue,  not  needed  for  such  purpose,  shall  oe 
transferred  to  the  sinking  fund,  as  directed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-second  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  htty- 

6  Section  15.  That  hereafter,  every  company  incorporated 
by  or  under  any  general  or  special  law  of  this  Commonwealth, 
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except  railroad,  canal,  turnpike,  bridge,  or  cemetery  compa¬ 
nies,  and  companies  incorporated  for  literary,  charitable,  or 
religious  purposes,  shall  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the 
use  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  bonus  of  one- quarter  of  one  per 
centum  upon  the  amount  of  capital  stock  which  said  com¬ 
pany  is  authorized  to  have,  in  two  equal  instalments,  and  a 
like  bonus  upon  any  subsequent  increase  thereof ;  the  first 
instalment  shall  be  due  and  payable  upon  the  incorporation 
of  said  company,  or  upon  the  increase  of  the  capital  thereof, 
and  the  second  instalment  one  year  thereafter  ;  and  no  com¬ 
pany,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  or  exercise  any  corporate  pow¬ 
ers  until  the  first  instalment  of  said  bonus  is  paid  ;  and  the 
Governor  shall  not  issue  letters  patent  to  any  company  until 
he  is  satisfied  that  the  first  instalment  of  said  bonus  has  been 
paid  to  the  State  Treasurer  ;  and  no  company,  incorporated 
by  any  special  act  of  Assembly,  shall  go  into  operation  or  ex¬ 
ercise  any  corporate  powers  or  privileges,  nor  shall  said  act 
be  enrolled  among  the  laws  of  the  State,  until  said  first  instal¬ 
ment  of  bonus  has  been  paid  as  aforesaid. 

Section  16.  That  the  following  acts  of  Assembly,  and  parts 
thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  are  altered  and  supplied  by  this  act, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed : 

Section  first  of  the  act  approved  June  11,  1840,  to  create 
additional  revenue,  to  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of 
interest  and  extinguishment  of  the  debts  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

Section  thirty-three  of  the  act  approved  April  29,  1844,  to 
reduce  the  State  debt  and  to  incorporate  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  and  railroad  company. 

Sections  seventy-one  and  seventy-two  of  the  act  approved 
May  7,  1855,  to  provide  for  the  ordinary  expeuses  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  repairs  of  the  public  canals  and  railroads,  and  other 
general  and  special  appropriations. 

An  act  approved  April  21,  1858,  for  the  better  securing  to 
the  Commonwealth  the  payment  of  taxes  due  by  incorporated 
companies. 

An  act  approved  April  12,  1859,  to  equalize  taxation  upon 
corporations. 

The  first,  second,  third,  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  an  act 
approved  April  30,  1864,  imposing  additional  taxes  for  State 
purposes,  and  to  abolish  the  Revenue  Board. 

The  first,  second  and  third  sections  of  the  act  approved 
February  23,  1866,  to  amend  the  revenue  laws  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

An  act  approved  April  9,  1867,  regulating  interest  on  pub¬ 
lic  accounts. 

An  act  approved  March  22,  1867,  to  increase  the  revenues 
of  the  Commonwealth. 
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NOTES  AND  EXPLANATIONS 

Accompany  ing  the  bill  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  several  laws  lax- 

ing  corporations ,  brokers  and  bankers. 

Section  first  is  nearly  a  literal  transcript  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
April  21,  1858,  and  naturally  comes  first  in  a  revised  act  embracing  all  the 
main  features  of  the  several  acts  taxing  corporations.  The  words  ' “general 
or  special,  or  of  any  other  State,  and  authorized  to  do  business  in  this  State, 
are  not  in  the  original  section,  and  are  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  cover¬ 
ing  the  cases  of  foreign  corporations  empowered  by  law  to  transact  business 
in  this  Commonwealth  Although  very  few  accounts  have  been  settler 
against  corporations  exacting  this  penalty,  it  is  of  the  first  consequence  tnat 
it  should  remain.  The  Legislature  annually  incorporates  hundreds  ot  com¬ 
panies  for  almost  every  conceivable  purpose,  not  one-fourth  of  which  ever 
go  into  actual  operation,  and  many  other  corporations  are  organized  under 
the  general  laws  of  this  State,  which,  after  a  brief  existence,  expire  without 
going  through  the  legal  forms  required  to  accomplish  their  dissolution.  1  he 
accounting  officers  have  experienced  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the 
names  and  places  of  business  of  such  corporations  as  have  actually  organi¬ 
zed  and  gone  into  operation  and  rendered  themselves  liable  to  taxation.  In 
quite  a  number  of  cases,  corporations  have  been  discovered  after  they  baa 
been  in  successful  operation  for  a  number  of  years  without  making  any  of  the 
reports  or  paying  any  of  the  taxes  required  by  law.  Had  this  section  been 
complied  with  this  could  not  have  happened  ;  but  the  officers  of  such  com¬ 
panies  were  always  prepared  with  the  ready  excuse  of  ignorance,  whicn, 
though  not  an  excuse  in  law,  has  generally  been  so  in  fact,  so  far  as  to  in¬ 
duce  the  accounting  officers  to  refrain  from  exacting  this  penalty  when  the 
corporation  in  question  has  paid  the  taxes  and  other  penalties  imposed  by 
law.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  when  all  the  various  acts  imposing  taxes 
upon  corporations  are  embodied  and  condensed  into  one  comprehensive  sta¬ 
tute,  that  companies  will  be  more  careful  to  ascertain  their  duties  and  lia¬ 
bilities  before  going  into  operation  ;  and  that  this  section  will  in  the  future 

accomplish  its  design  better  than  in  the  past. 

Section  second. — This  section  prescribes  the  report  to  be  made  annually 
to  the  Auditor  General,  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  the  amount  oi  tax  on 
capital  stock  due,  and  to  settle  an  account  for  the  same.  It  is  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  section  first  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1858.  and  sec¬ 
tion  thirty-three  of  the  act  of  1844  Before  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
April  12,  1859,  the  capital  stock  of  all  corporations  was  taxable^  under  the 
act  of  1844,  at  the  rate  of  one  half  mill  for  each  one  per  cent,  of  dividend, 
when  the  dividend  was  six  per  cent,  or  more,  but  in  case  the  dividend 
happened  to  be  less  than  six  per  cent.,  the  tax  was  at  the  rate  of  three 
mills  upon  the  appraised  value  of  the  stock  made  in  accordance  with  that 
act.  But  the  act  of  1844  was  defective  in  this  particular — it  did  not  require 
the  treasurer  or  other  officer  of  the  corporation  to  report  to  the  Auditor 
General  the  amount  of  dividend  declared  when  it  equalled  or  exceeded  six  per 
cent.  The  act  of  April  21,-  1858,  supplied  this  defect,  but  necessarily  re¬ 
quired  an  appraisement  under  the  act  of  1844,  when  the  dividend  fell  below 
six  per  cent.  Then  came  the  act  of  April  12,  1859,  referring  exclusively  to 
the  rate  of  taxation,  as  the  act  of  1858  refers  exclusively  to  reports.  The 
act  of  1859  imposes  a  tax  upon  capital  stock,  at  the  rate  of  one- half  mill  for 
each  one  per  cent,  of  dividend  declared,  radically  changing  the  act  of  1844. 


But  the  report  required  by  the  act  of  1858,  conforming,  as  it  did  to  the 
rates  of  taxation  in  the  act  of  1844*,  did  not  suit  the  change  of  rate  established 
by  the  act  of  1859,  so  that  in  fact  the  only  law  requiring  reports  from  cor¬ 
porations,  has  been  one  founded  upon  and  adjusted  to  the  requirements  of 
an  obsolete  statute.  In  the  revision,  the  report  required  has  been  made  to 

conform  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  act  of  1859.  . 

The  words,  “except  banks  and  savings  institutions, ”  have  been  introduced, 
because  banks  incorporated  by  this  State  are  subjected  to  a  tax  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  iheir  capital  by  the  act  of  Feb.  23,  1866,  and  banks  and  savings 
institutions  by  the  eleventh  section  of  this  revised  act. 

Section  three  is  identical  with  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  1808,  down 
to  the  first  proviso.  The  first  proviso  of  the  original  act  makes  it  the  im¬ 
perative  duty  of  the  Auditor  General  to  certify  to  the  Governor  the  fact  ol 
a,  corporation  having  failed  to  report  for  three  successive  years,  whereupon 
the  Governor  is  required  to  declare,  by  proclamation,  the  charter  of  the  com¬ 
pany  forfeited,  and  publish  the  same  in  one  newspaper  at  Harrisburg,  one 
at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  Pittsburg,  daily,  for  two  weeks.  The  present 
Auditor  General  is  not  aware  that  the  charter  of  a  single  company  has  been 
declared  forfeited  under  this  provision,  and  is  certain  that  none  have  during 
his  term,  or  that  of  his  immediate  predecessor.  If  the  proviso  were  liter¬ 
ally  complied  with,  it  would  entail  great  expense  upon  the  State,  to  no  good 
purpose  Within  the  past  few  years,  corporations  of  every  character  and 
name  have  multiplied,  and  some  of  these  have  a  merely  nominal  existence, 
with  little  capital  and  no  prospect  of  future  gains.  It  would  be  an  intermi¬ 
nable  business  to  certify  all  these  cases  to  the  Governor,  and  a  constant 
drain  upon  the  Treasury  to  pay  for  the  publication  of  the  proclamations 
“  daily  for  two  weeks,”  in  three  cities.  Nevertheless,  the  power  should 
exist  to  forfeit  the  charters  of  corporations  that  persistently  refuse  to  make 
the  reports  required  by  law,  and  the  proviso  has  been  so  altered  as  to  give 
that  power  to  the  Auditor  General,  whenever  he  deems  its  exercise  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  public  interests.  .  \  , 

The  second  proviso  of  the  original  section  is  omitted,  it  being  presumed 

at  this  time  that  the  action  contemplated  therein  was  taken  within  the  time 

^Section  four.— This  is  substantially  the  apt  of  April  12  1859,  entitled 
“  An  Act  to  equalize  taxation  upon  corporations.”  Before  the  passage  ot 
this  act  great  inequality  existed  in  the  taxation  of  corporations.  Compa¬ 
nies  organized  under  the  act  of  June  16,  1836,  to  encourage  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  iron,  &c.,  were  subjected,  by  the  terms  of  that  act,  to  a  tax  upon 
their  dividends  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  the  rate  ol  eight  per 
cent.,  and  many  companies,  organized  under  special  acts  of  Assem  y, 
were  by  their  charters  required  to  pay  a  tax  upon  their  dividends.  I  e 
general  acts  of  1»40  and  1844,  both  required  all  banks,  institutions  and 
companies  whatever,  to  pay  a  tax  on  their  capital  stock  ;  so  that  from 
until  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1859,  some  companies  were  required  by  law 
to  pay  taxes  both  on  capital  stock  and  on  dividends,  while .  others  paid  no 
tax  prior  to  the  act  of  1840,  and  but  one  tax,  viz  :  on  capital  stock,  after 
its  passage.  This  inequality  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  an 
in  1859  the  act  to  equalize  taxation  was  passed.  It  imposes  a  tax  upon 
capital  stock  alone,  the  rate  of  said  tax  to  be  ascertained  by  the  amount  of 
dividend  declared,  and  in  the  event  of  no  dividend,  a  tax  of  three  mills  to  be 
levied  annually  upon  the  value  of  the  stock,  as  appraised  by  the  officers  o 
the  company  ;  but  in  either  event,  dividend  or  no  dividend,  a  tax  upon 
capital  stock.  It  also  provided  that  companies,  except  banks  of  issue,  iia* 
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ble  to  the  doable  taxation  referred  to,  should  be  exempt  from  any  tax  on 

dl  This  section  is  retained,  with  some  slight  alterations.  _  The  words,  “  or 
incorporated  by  anv  other  State,  and  lawfully  doing  business  in  this  Com- 
monweaVtb ’’  are  introduced  to  make  the  liability  of  foreign  corporations 
to  State  taxation  unquestionable.  Many  of  these  corporations  ( chiefly  oil 
or  coal  companies,  came  into  this  State  under  the  supplement  to  the  jo 
tenant  act  passed  in  1864,  which  authorized  foreign  corporations  to  hold 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  State — a  privilege  whic 
was  withdrawn  by  the  act  of  23d  March,  1M65,  without  impairing,  however 
anv  right  or  privilege  acquired  under  the  supplement  aforesaid.  This  last 

nameTact  prPovidesSfor  the  taxation  of  all  such  corporations^  a  the  ame 

rate  as  domestic  companies ;  but  as  the  words  above  quoted  will  cover  the 
same  ground,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  provision  of  the  act  of 
March  1865,  in  this  revised  act. 

That  portion  of  the  second  proviso  of  the  act  of  April  12,  18o9,  relating 
to  banks!  is  omitted,  because  the  system  of  taxing  State  banks  was  change 
bv  the  act  of  February  23,  1866.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  proviso, 
exempting  building  associations,  turnpike  and  plank  road  companies  from 

taxation,  in  case  they  declare  no  dividends,  is  retained. 

The  third  and  fourth  provisos  have  become  obsolete,  and  may  be  saiely 

^Section  five  fixes  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  on  capital  stock  into 
the  State  Treasury,  and  the  time  from  which  interest  will  commence  tjf  , 
in  case  of  default ;  and  directs  the  treasurer  of  the  company  to  retain  tne  tax 
on  capital  from  the  dividends,  and  in  case  of  no  dividends  when  the  tax  is 
levied  upon  the  valuation  of  the  stock,  provides,  in  the  event  of  an  empty 
treasury,  how  the  treasurer  shall  raise  the  necessary  funds  to  pay  the  tax 
to  the  State.  This  section  is  framed  from  parts  of  the  first  section  o  t 
act  of  1840,  and  the  thirty -third  section  of  the  act  of  1844.  Immediately 
following  the  last  words  of  this  section,  (number  five,)  the  section  ot  the 
act  of  1844  contains  a  proviso,  that  in  default  of  payment  by  said  treasu 
or  directors,  then  the  property,  real  or  personal,  of  the  corporation  shall  be 
subject  to  levy  for  the  payment  of  the  tax.  This  is  omitted  for  the  reason 
that  it  would  seem  to  imply  that  the  officers  of  the  corporation  are  to  be 
pursued  for  the  tax  before  its  property  can  be  levied  upon.  Ihe  usual  ana 
most  obvious  course,  in  case  of  default  after  the  settlement  o>  a  tax  account, 
is  to  proceed  against  the  corporation ,  in  the  first  instance  ;  and  in  case  the 
money  cannot  be  collected,  it  may  be  well  to  hold  the  officers  individual  y 
liable,  as  in  this  section  ;  but  it  is  questionable  whether  the  provision  has 

been,  or  ever  will  be,  of  practical  advantage.  #  A  ;1 

Section  six. — This  is  a  modification  of  the  second  section  of  die  act  of  Apr 
30  1864,  “imposing  additional* taxes  for  State  purposes,  and  to  abolish  the 
Revenue  Board.”  The  language  of  the  original  section  has  given  rise  to 
much  misconception,  and  many  appeals  have  been  taken  from  accounts  set¬ 
tled  under  its  provisions,  as  construed  by  the  accounting  officers.  I  he 
original  section  imposes  an  annual  tax  of  three  per  centum  upon  o  ne 
earnings  or  income  of  certain  specified  individuals  and  companies,  and  all 
other  companies  and  corporations  doing  business  in  this  Commonwealth,  ex¬ 
cept  those  specified  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  not  paying  a  tax  to  the 
State  upon  dividends  under  existing  laws.”  Companies  paying  a  tax  to  the 
State  upon  capital  stock ,  under  the  act  of  April  T2,  1859,  claimed  t  a  ej 
were  not  liable  to  this  additional  tax  upon  net  earnings,  because  the  tax 
*  upon  capital  stock  was  substantially  such  a  tax  upon  dividends  as  to  bring 
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them  within  the  meaning  of  the  exception.  But  the  following  reasons 
against  this  construction  are  deemed  conclusive  : 

1st.  The  act  of  April  12,  1859,  clearly  designates  capital  stock  as  the  ob 
ject  of  taxation,  and  dividends  as  furnishing  the  rate  or  measure  of  taxation 
upon  the  capital ;  but  when  no  dividends  are  declared,  the  tax  is  imposed 
upon  the  appraised  value  of  the  capital,  so  that  whether  dividends  are  or  are 

not  made  the  tax  is  upon  the  capital. 

2d.  This  act  recognizes  an  antecedent  tax  on  dividends,  and  provides  that 
all  corporations  liable  to  this  tax,  with  the  single  exception  of  banks  of  issue, 
shall  be  exempt  from  any  tax  on  dividends, 

3d.  Accounts  settled  for  tax  on  dividends ,  under  this  act,  would  have  been 

illegal,  and  set  aside  upon  appeal. 

4th  The  act  designates  no  rate  of  taxation  upon  dividends. 

5th.  The  second  section  of  the  act  of  April  30,  1864,  imposes  a  tax  on 
net  earnings  in  addition  to  the  tax  on  capital  stock,  or  its  provisions  can  be 
reduced  to  an  absurdity.  For  example,  it  designates  gas  companies  and 
bridge  companies,  <4not  paying  a  tax  to  fcbe  State  upon  dividends  under  ex¬ 
isting  laws,”  as  liable  to  this  "additional  tax  upon  net  earnings  or  income, 
yow,  if  we  concede  the  construction  of  the  act  of  1859,  that  we  are  combat¬ 
ting,  then  all  these  companies  were  paying  tax  on  dividends,  and  the  ant  of 
1864  would  read,  “That  gas  companies  and  bridge  companies,  not  paying  a 
tax  to  the  State  on  dividends,  shall  pay  an  additional  tax  on  net  earnings, 
but  as  all  these  companies  are  paying  a  tax  on  dividends,  they  shall  not  be 
liable  to  this  additional  tax.” 

Having  established  the  fact  that  the  act  of  1859  does  not  tax  dividends , 
which,  bat  for  the  fact  that  so  much  is  involved  in  the  question,  would  not 
require  atgument,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  the  act  ot  1864  imposed  an 
additional  tax,  except  in  the  case  of  banks  of  issue,  which  were  at  that 
time  subject  to  tax  on  dividends  as  well  as  tax  on  capital  stock.. 

In  order  to  prevent  future  misconception  on  this  point,  the  revised  section 
omits  the  exception  of  companies  paying  tax  on  dividends,  its  retention  be¬ 
ing  no  longer  necessary  for  the  protection  of  banks  of  issue  incoi poi ated  by 
this  State,  thev  having  become  practically  impossible  since  the  adoption  of 
the  national  banking  system 

The  specification  of  corporations  liable  to  this  tax  on  net  earnings  are 
omitted  from  the  revised  section,  the  words,  l4all  corporations  inco*  porated 
by  or  doing  business  in  this  Commonwealth,”  being  broad  enougn  to  include 
everv  kind  of  corporation.  The  exception  of  companies  liable  to  tax  on  ton* 
nage  is  specifically  made.  The  provisos  to  the  original  section  are  omitted, 
the  first  thereof  having  been  repealed  by  the  supplement  of  May  4,  1867,  so 
far  as  relates  to  foreign  insurance  companies,  and  the  remainder  of  this  pro¬ 
viso  is  now  unnecessary.  The  second  proviso  has  expired  by  limitation. 

As  the  original  section  provided  no  specific  penalty  for  failure  to  report, 
the  revised  section  contains  the  same  penalty  for  such  neglect,  as  in  the  case 
of  neglect  to  make  the  capital  stock  report. 

Section  seven  is  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  August  25,  1864,  with  cer¬ 
tain  modifications  and  alterations.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  30, 
1864,  provided  for  a  tax  on  all  tonnage  carried  by  railroad,  canal  and  trans¬ 
portation  companies,  and  in  settling  accounts  under  this  act,  it  was  discov¬ 
ered  that  no  power  existed  to  tax  the  tonnage  carried  by  individuals  over 
any  line  of  transportation,  when  the  corporation  owning  such  line  was  not 
engaged  in  the  business  of  transportation,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Monongahela 
navigation  company.  Mainly  to  remedy  this  defect  in  the  original  section, 
the  Legislature,  at  the  extra  session  of  1864,  passed  the  act  of  August  25th, 
but  neglected  to  repeal  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  30th,  notwith- 
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standing  exactly  the  same  ground  was  covered  by  the  last  enactment.  It 
seems  to  have  been  a  matter  of  some  doubt,  however,  whether  the  act  of 
August  25th,  being  a  substitute  for  the  act  of  April  30th,  so  far  as  the  latter 
refers  to  tax  on  tonnage,  did  not  operate  as  a  repeal  of  the  last  named  act, 
so  far  as  to  deprive  companies  upon  whose  works  freight  wos  carried  con- 
itinuously  with  other  lines,  and  who  were  selected  to  pay  the  entire  amount 
of  tax,  from  the  claim  which  the  first  act  gave  them  against  connecting 
companies  for  a  proportionate  share  of  the  taxes  so  paid.  To  make  this 
matter  plain,  the  revised  section  provides  that  the  tax  shall  be  borne  by  the 
several  corporations  carrying  the  tonnage,  in  proportion  to  the  distance  car¬ 
ried  by  each. 

The  act  of  August  25th  authorized  the  State  Treasurer  to  select  the  com¬ 
pany  to  pay  the  whole  tax  The  revised  section  requires  the  company  upon 
whose  works  the  freight  originates  to  pay.  This  rule  has  been  in  operation 
ever  since  the  tax  has  been  imposed,  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  cor¬ 
porations  interested,  and  is  embodied  in  the  section,  as  it  is  better  to  sub¬ 
ject  companies  to  a  fixed  rule  than  to  the  uncertain  decisions  of  any  indi¬ 
vidual. 

The  proviso  to  the  original  section  is  omitted,  in  conformity  with  the 
opinion  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Dauphin  county,  which,  in  the  cases 
of  the  Erie  railway  company,  decided  it  unconstitutional  to  tax  tonnage 
passing  through  the  State,  or  originating  in  the  State,  and  delivered  out  of 
the  State,  or  vice  versa. 

Section  eight  is  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  act  of  February  23, 

)  1866 .  entitled  “An  Act  to  amend  the  revenue  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, ” 
without  material  alterations. 

Section  nine  is  the  act  of  March  22,  1867,  divested  of  all  useless  provisions. 
This  act  "was  passed  after  the  decision  that  the  law  taxing  tonnage,  passing 
into  and  from  the  State,  was  unconstitutional,  was  announced,  and  was 
chiefly  designed  to  secure  revenue  from  the  great  coal  mining  corporations, 
which  carried  their  coal  to  Sew  York  and  other  foreign  markets,  and  who 
escaped  the  tonnage  tax,  under  that  decision.  The  Pennsylvania  coal  com¬ 
pany,  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company,  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and 
Western  railroad  company,  Lehigh  coal  and  navigation  company,  and  the 
Hazleton  railroad  company,  are  the  principal  corporations  liable  to  this  tax. 

The  words,  “the  account  to  be  settled  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer  ;  and  in  case  of  default  in  payment,  to  be  recoverable  as  other 
taxes  due  the  Commonwealth  are  now,  bylaw,  recoverable,”  immediately 
preceding  the  first  proviso  in  the  first  section,  are  omitted  as  unnecessary 
and  useless. 

The  second  and  third  sections  of  the  original  act  are  entirely  omitted, 
and  the  third  proviso  of  the  amended  section,  introduced  as  a  substitute 
therefor.  These  omitted  sections  impose  heavy  and  extraordinary  penalties 
for  failure  to  report  within  a  given  time,  and  again  for  failure  to  pay  the 
tax  Whatever  reasons  may  have  existed,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
this  act,  for  employing  all  the  terrors  of  heavy  penalties,  to  insure  prompti¬ 
tude,  and  guard  against  derelictions,  on  the  part  of  the  corporations  affected, 
it  is  believed  no  longer  exist.  These  companies  have  shown  no  disposition 
to  resist,  or  delay,  the  payment  of  the  tax,  and  as  the  Commonwealth  can 
secure  payment  as  readily  and  promptly  as  in  other  cases,  or  in  the  event  of 
default,  enforce  payment,  there  appears  to  be  no  sound  reason  why  failure 
to  report,  or  pay,  under  this  section,  should  be  punished  more  severely  than 
failure  to  make  other  reports,  and  pay  other  taxes.  Beside,  the  accounting 
officers  are  always  reluctant  to  enforce  unusual  penalties,  and  the  courts, 
very  generally,  look  upon  them  with  disfavor.  The  third  proviso  of  the 
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amended  section  imposes  a  penalty  of  ten  per  cent,  for  failure  to  make  re- 
nort  within  a  specified  time,  and  this,  conforming  as  it  does  to  other  penal¬ 
ties,  for  similar  cases  of  default,  is  believed  to  be  all  that  is  required  to  en- 

SUSectiouPten _ This  is  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  I ebruary  23,  1866, 

modified  to  conform  with  the  decisions  made  since  its >  enactment  The 
words  “  whether  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  State  or  of  the  United 
States,”  are  omitted,  and  the  words,  “incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this 
State  ”  substituted.  The  section  was  originally  designed  to  tax  the  stock 
of  national  as  well  as  State  banks  ;  but  in  a  case  which  was  heard  before 
Judge  Agnew  upon  an  application  by  stockholders  of  certain  national 
banks  to  restrain  the  Auditor  Genera,  and  State  Treasurer  from  ^t  ling 
accounts  against  the  national  banks  for  the  collection  of  this  tax,  it  was  de 
HdTd  that  thev  could  not  be  so  taxed,  and  the  Legislature  afterwards  pro- 
vided  for  the  taxation  of  the  stockholders  of  those  institutions  in  ano  er 
wav  The  words  “  savings  institutions,”  are  not  in  the  original  section,  and 
the  amended  section  uses  the  word  “  shareholder”  for  “  Btoottoldw ,  m  the 

original.  This  tax  is  designedly  imposed  upon  the  ;&diydaal 

and  not  upon  the  corporation,  with  the  view  of  laying  the  proper  founda 

tion  for  the  taxation'll  the  shares  held  by  individuals  in  the >  national banks. 

Section  eleven  is  a  substitute  for  section  three  of  the  act  ot  April  30 
1864.  The  original  section  is  so  awkwardly  drawn  and  so  obscure  mat  it 
has  failed  to  fullv  accomplish  what  was  designed  by  its  pass sage  The  a .ct 

of  1844  imposes  a  tax  of  three  mills  upon  every  dollar  of  the  value  of  all 
hnnds  mortgages  and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,  which  was  to  be 
assessed  iu  the0  hands  of  the  holders  thereof,  and  collected  as  other  btate 
taxes  But  as  a  very  large  proportion  of  personal  property  has  always 
escaped  taxation  owing  to  defects  in  the  laws  or  the  carelessness  or  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  those  appointed  to  execute  them,  it  was  very  properly  supposed 
that  if  the  officers  of  corporations  were  compelled  to  collect  this  tax  fro 
their  creditors,  when  pacing  interest,  the  State  would  be  veryjarge^  the 
gainer.  But  the  act  of  1864  goes  upon  the  supposition  tha -law  existing 
It  that  time  imposed  a  tax  upon  interest,  which  was  not  the  case  the  tax  be 
ing  upon  the  principal  of  the  obligation,  under  the  act  of .1844.  The  re 

vised  section  meets  this  difficulty  by  imposing  the  tax  "Pec‘fica''yaX 
interest,  requiring  the  corporation  to  retain  and  pay  it  into  the  treasury,  and 
providing  that  the  principal  sum  shall  not  be  assessed  and  taxed  for  State 
purposes.  Provision  is  also  made  for  rendering  an  annual  report  to  the  Au¬ 
ditor  General  and  the  settlement  of  an  account  with  the  corporation  winds 
is  held  responsible.  Under  the  original  section  the  tax  was  the  same 
whether  the  bond  bore  five,  six,  seven  or  ten  per  cent,  interest  B; y  the 
amended  section,  the  tax  being  always  five  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  o 
interest,  the  tax  on  the  principal  m  really  graduated  according  to  the  value 

which  the  interest  indicates  the  principal  to  have.  .  ,  f 

The  original  section  held  the  officer  of  the  company  personally  liable  foi 
the  amount  of  the  tax,  in  ease  he  neglected  or  refused  to  retain  and  pay i 
te  the  State  and  the  entire  section  treats  the  individual  officer  as  priman  3 
responsible  for  the  tax.  The  substitute  imposes  the  duty  upon  the  corpora 
tion  by  its  officers,  and  bolds  the  corporation  responsible  for  the  colleetio 
of  the^tax  It  is  believed  that  this  section  will  be  so  clearly  understool 
that  no  difficulties  will  occur  iu  its  execution,  and  that  it  will  enable  th 
State  to  collect  a  large  revenue  with  certainty  ana  promptn  s  . 

Section  twelve  is  a  consolidation  of  the  three  sections  of  the  « 
Anril  1867  regulating  interest  on  public  accounts  I  he  first  section 
act  has  to  a  great  extent  been  rendered  useless  by  decisions  in  relatio. 
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„  the  stock  of  national  banks  and  subsequent  legislation  The  most  ma- 
'  rial  alteration  in  the  amended  section,  is  the  provision  that  balances  due 
in  settlements  shall  bear  interest  from  sixty  days  after  the  date  thereof,  1^ 
’teed  of  thirty  days  in  the  original;  and  this,  because  the  law  allows  sixty 
days  for  enterin'*  an  appeal,  and  it  does  not  seem  proper  that  interest  shou  d 
commence  to  run  nntil  the’  account  has  by  the  lapse  of  time  become  final 

^SeTtton’toirteen  is  the  last  clause  of  section  five  of  the  act  of  April  30th 
1864  and  confers  a  power  which  should,  for  obvious  reasons,  exist,  and  ha. 
been  found  highly  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  fourteen  is  the  proviso  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  April 
30,  1864,  altered  only  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  arrangement  of  the 

^  Se8ctioanfifteen  is  introduced,  with  the  view  of  establishing  a  uniform  bonus 
tax  There  is  at  present,  less  uniformity  in  the  application  of  this  tax  tha 
anv  other  Probably  the  majority  of  special  acts  of  Assembly,  incorporating 
companies  for  manufacturing  and" mining  purposes,  have,  of  lade  ye ^  con¬ 
tained  a  provision,  requiring  this  class  of  corporations  to  pay  inter the  State 
Treasury  a  bonus  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent.,  payable  in  four  equal  an 
nual  instalments  the  first  thereof  in  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  act  of  m- 
Soratom  Some  have  escaped  entirely,  while  others  have  succeed  d  m 
procuring  acts  by  which  they  are  forever  exempted  from  the  taxation  im¬ 
posed  noon  colorations,  by  the  payment  of  a  bonus  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  o/ their  capital  stock— a  species  of  legislation  which  cannot  be  too 
severely  reprobated,  and  which  could  only  have  been  procured  through  t 

inattention  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  amount  of  Pr°sPec‘,ve '*“®s  ‘hey 
releasing.  The  ordinary  bonus  of  one-half  per  cent. ,  pa,yable  in  four  equ 
annual  instalments,  has  been  the  most  difficult  tax  to  collect.^  , 

The  act  of  1854,  commonly  called  the  “joint  tenant  law,  under  whit 
a  large  number  of  coal  and  oil  companies  have  been  organized,  requires  co  - 
panifs  to  pay  the  bonus  of  one-half  per  cent.,  in  four  equal  annual  instal¬ 
ments  •  but  the  act  of  July  18,  1863,  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  com¬ 
panies  for  mechanical,  manufacturing,  mining  and  quarrying  purposes,  though 
much  more  general  ud  liberal  in  its  provisions,  is  entirely  silent  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  bonus.  There  is  no  good  reason  why  companies  should  pay  this 
tax  under  one  act,  and  escape  entirely,  if  they  organize  under  anothe  . 

It  is  proposed,  in  the  section,  to  require  all  companies,  hereafter  organized, 
whether  under  special  or  general  laws,  to  pay  the  same  amount  of  bonus, 
and  to  pay  one-half  thereof,  before  they  can  avail  themselves  of  coiporate 
privileges^  This  is  reducing  the  bonus  by  one-half,  and  making  its  exaction 
impartial  It  is  believed  that  the  revenue  from  this  source  would  not  be 
diminished  by  this  arrangement,  and  that  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  organization,  or  incorporation,  of  purely  speculative  companies^ 
Section  sixteen  repeals  the  acts,  and  parts  of  acts  supersede  !,  or  ren¬ 
dered  useless,  by  the  provisions  of  the  revised  act  All  the  valuab  e  pro- 
visions  of  these  acts  are  embodied  in  the  consolidated  act. 
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AN  ACT 

To  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  the  several  laws  regulating  the  licens¬ 
ing  of  foreign  insurance  companies. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  o  f  Bepresen- 
iatices  of  the  Common wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same , 
That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  fire,  marine  or  life  insurance, 
trust  or  annuity  company,  or  any  health  or  casualty  insurance 
company,  or  any  company  for  the  insurance  of  horses,  mules, 
cattle  and  live  stock,  or  for  insurance  companies,  firms,  asso¬ 
ciations  or  co-partnerships,  of  any  character  or  description, 
whether  the  same  are  established  upon  the  stock  or  mutual 
principle  or  plan,  incorporated  by  any  other  State  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  or  by  any  foreign  government,  or  organized  under 
the  laws  thereof,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  take  risks  or  transact 
any  business  of  insurance,  or  accept  trusts,  or  grant  annuities 
in  this  State,  unless  possessed  of  cash  assests,  safely  invested, 
amounting  to  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Section  2.  That  any  such  insurance,  trust,  or  annuity  com¬ 
pany,  firm,  or  association,  desiring  to  transact  business  in  this 
State,  shall  first  appoint  an  agent,  or  attorney,  resident  in  this 
State,  on  whom  process  of  law  canj  be  served,  and  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors,  or  managers, 
of  such  company,  firm,  or  association,  appointing  such  attor¬ 
ney  or  agent,  which  appointment  shall  continue  until  another 
agent  or  attorny  be  substituted  ;  and  also  a  certified  copy  of 
the  charter,  or  other  authority,  under  which  said  company,  or 
association,  is  organized  ;  and  the  president,  vice  president, 
or  secretary,  of  every  such  company,  or  association,  shall,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January,  of  each  and  every  year  in  which 
they  shall  transact  business  in  this  State,  or  within  one  month 
thereafter,  prepare  under  oath  or  affirmation,  and  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  General,  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  company,  or  association,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  then  next  preceding,  exhibiting  the  following  facts  and 
items,  viz  : 

First.-— The  amount  of  capital  stock  of  the  company,  with 
the  number  of  shares  subscribed  for,  and  the  amount  of  the  as¬ 
sessments  or  instalments  on  the  same,  that  have  been  called 
in  and  actually  paid  into  the  company  in  cash. 

Second.  — The  property  or  assests  held  by  the  company,  speci¬ 
fying— 

I.  The  value,  or  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the  real  estate  held 
by  such  company. 

II.  The  amount  of  cash  on  hand  and  deposited  in  the  banks 
to  the  credit  of  the  company,  specifying  in  what  banks  the 
same  is  deposited. 

III.  The  amount  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  agents  and  in  the 
course  of  transmission. 

IY.  The  amount  of  loans  secured  by  bonds  and  mortgages, 
constituting  the  first  lien  on  real  estate  on  which  there  shall 
be  less  than  one  year’s  interest  due  and  owing. 


79 


V  The  amount  of  loans  on  which  interest  has  not  been  paid 
within  one  year  previous  to  such  statement. 

VI.  The  amounts  due  the  company  on  which  judgments 
have  been  obtained. 

VII.  The  amount  of  stocks,  whether  of  any  State,  or  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  incorporated  city  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  other  description  owned  by  the  company, 
specifying  the  market  value  and  number  of  shares  of  such 
stocks,  and  the  par  value  of  the  same. 

VIII.  The  amount  of  stock  held  by  the  company  as  collat¬ 
eral  security  for  loans,  with  the  amount  loaned  on  each  kind 
of  stock,  its  par  and  market  value. 

IX.  The  amount  of  assessments  on  the  stock  of  the  company 
called  in  and  due  and  unpaid,  and  the  amount  of  the  premium 
notes  due  and  unpaid. 

X.  The  amount  of  interest  on  investments  made  by  the 
company  due  and  unpaid. 

XI  The  amount  of  premium  notes  due  the  company. 

Third. — The  liabilities  of  such  company,  stating — 

I.  The  amount  of  losses  due  and  unpaid 

II.  The  amount  of  the  claims  for  losses,  which  are  in  suit 
or  contested  by  the  company. 

Ill  The  amount  of  the  losses  of  the  company  during  the 
year,  for  which  the  statement  is  made,  distinguishing  between 
those  paid  and  those  not  settled,  those  contested  and  those 
reported  to  the  company  and  not  acted  upon. 

IV.  The  amount  of  the  dividends  declared  by  the  company, 
and  the  amount  due  and  unpaid. 

V.  The  amount  of  dividends  (either  cash  or  scrip)  declared 
by  such  company,  and  not  yet  due. 

T  I.  The  amount  of  money  borrowed,  and  the  nature  and 
amount  of  the  security  given  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

VII.  The  amount  of  all  the  existing  claims  against  the 
company,  contested  or  otherwise. 

Fourth. — The  income  of  the  company  for  the  year  preced¬ 
ing  the  statement,  specifying— 

II.  The  amount  of  cash  premiums  received. 

II.  The  amountof  the  premium  notes  taken  by  the  company. 
Ill  The  amount  of  premiums  earned. 

IV.  The  amount  of  interest  money  received  from  the  in¬ 
vestments  of  the  company. 

V  'x.  e  amountof  income  received  from  any  other  sources. 
Fifth. — The  expenditures  of  the  company  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  setting  forth — 

I.  The  amount  of  losses  paid  during  the  year,  stating  how 
much  of  the  same  accrued  prior  to  the  year,  and  the  amount 
at  which  such  losses  were  estimated  in  the  preceding  annual 
statement. 

II.  The  amount  paid  and  owing  for  re-insurance  premiums. 

III.  The  amount  of  return  premiums,  whether  paid  or  un¬ 
paid. 

I  V.  The  amount  of  dividends  declared,  and  the  amount  paid 
during  the  year. 

V.  The  amount  of  the  expenses  paid  during  the  year,  in- 
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eluding  commissions  and  fees  paid  to  the  agents  and  officers 

of  the  company.  company  as  aforesaid,  the 

And  the  statement  of  any  such  co  p  y  ^  isgory 

capital  of  which  is  compose  m  exhibit  the  amount 

notes,  shall,  in  addition  to  “  d  also,  what  , 

of  the  notes  originally  forming  the i  p  ^  any  and 

proportion  of  said  notes  arf,stl“h"‘dofb^pTtel  thereof. 

are  considered  as  a  part  or  t  e  Auditor  General 

Section  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Anaito  ^ 

to  cause  to  be  prepared  an  uru  "  .  *  ^e  same,  printed 

said,  or  their  attorneys,  upon  applies turn  to  *“““*£  from 
forms  of  the  statement  reqmred  thm  act^  ^  sta{ement 

as^VaU^emto  himUbest  adapted  to  elicit  from  companies  or 
associations  a .tn*  trust  or  annuity  com- 

for  such  company,  and  trans  &  Auditor  General, 

fail  to  make  and  deposit,  in  the  °ffi  tbghall  be  subject  to 
the  annual  statement  required  y  and  to  an  additional 

a  fine  or  penalty  of  five  hundred  d° ^rs  for  every  month  that 
fine  or  penalty  of  five  hundred  ^“^fbu9ine(2  within  this 

S.TJSh"-Sn!» .... '•>  a.  «11 »'  *“«>■ 

company,  or  association  as  a  ».  transacting  any  busi- 

policy,  or  agreeing  to  issue  an7  P°j  ,  rd  to  the  Auditor 

Sees' whatever,  in  this  Oommonwerith  orwartt  ^  a 

General  the i  statement  r®^e  dJ?  transact  their  said  business 
written  application  for  ;  '  aDp0inted  by  such  company; 

in  this  State,  signe  y  8  d  j  gve  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  said  agent  shall  file  a  bond  whicb  the  princi- 

with  two  sureties,  residents  of  the  y  bU  b  d  which 

pal  business  office  of  Bald  agent  is  to  be  Mtab  c(m. 

shall  be  approved  by  the  distr  „  jJ  d utieB  enjoined  upon 

ditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  dutn  s  J  a], 

him  by  the  provisions  of  use  of  the 

moneys  received  by  him,  or  P  J  ,  inowledged  before  any 
Commonwealth  whicl ibon |^*“mentB  0f  “deeds  in  this 
officer  competent  to  take  ack  f  tbe  recorder  of 

Commonwealth,  and  office  of  the  Audi- 

*8““'  “  “*  “ 

such  bond.  f  tbe  statement,  applica- 

Section  6.  That  upon  the  n  g  bQnd  required  by  this 

tion  for  license,  power  of  atto  j ,  ^  satisfied4tbat  the  said 

act,  the  Auditor  General  shall,  f  h  d  of  the  assets 


ment,  grant  to  such  company  a  license  to  transact  business  in 
this  Commonwealth,  by  their  said  agent,  for  the  period rom 
the  date  of  granting  such  license  to  the  thirty-first  day 
December  next  ensuing;  and  every  renewal  of  said  license shall 
be  for  the  full  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  Januaiy  . 
Provided,  That  before  any  fire,  marine  or  life  'nsurance  trust 
or  annuity  company,  or  association,  or  any  health,  or  °asua,y 
insurance^  company,  shall  receive  from  the  Auditor  Geneial 
such  license  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  the  privilege  of  transacting  business  in  this 
State,  for  the  full  term  of  one  year,  and  in  the  same  propor¬ 
tion,  for  any  less  period,  together  with  the  usual  fees  of  the 
Auditor  General  for  filing  the  statement  and  application  and 
issuing  said  license  ;  and  companies  incorporated  for  the  insu¬ 
rance  of  horses,  mines,  cattle  and  live  stock,  and  companies  in¬ 
corporated  for  other  purposes  of  insurance  not  mentioned  in 
this  act,  shall  pay  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  annual 
license,  and  in  the  same  proportion,  for  any  less  period,  and 
said  last  named  companies  shall  not  be  required  to  possess  as¬ 
sets,  safely  invested,  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

Section  7.  That  the  agent  of  every  insurance  company,  or 
association,  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  re¬ 
tain  in  his  hands,  out  of  the  money  received  by  him  for  pre¬ 
miums  gross  sums  paid  for  annuities,  and  commissions  or 
executing  trusts,  a  sum  equal  to  a  tax  of  three  per  cent.,  upon 
the  entire  amount  of  said  premiums,  or  commissions,  received 
by  him  as  agent  aforesaid,  whether  said  premiums  are  re¬ 
ceived  in  money,  or  in  the  form  of  notes,  credits,  loans  or  any 
other  substitute  for  money,  which  said  sum  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  time  of  the  expiration 
of  the  license  of  said  agent;  and  the  Auditor  General  shall 
not  have  the  power  to  grant  a  renewal  of  the  license  of  such 
company,  or  association,  until  the  tax  aforesaid  is  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  ;  and  the  Auditor  General  shall  require,  from  the  agent 
of  any  such  company,  or  association,  a  statement,  under  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  such  agent,  setting  forth  the  entire 
amount  received  for  premiums,  within  this  Commonwealth,  for 
every  year,  or  part  of  a  year,  ending  on  the  thirty -first  day  of 
December,  during  the  continuance  of  such  license,  and  said 
statement  must,  in  all  cases,  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate 
of  the  president  of  the  company,  for  which  said  agent  is 
authorized  to  act,  stating  that  the  whole  amount  of  busmess 
done  by  said  Company,  in  this  Commonwealth,  is  faithfully  and 

truly  reported. 

Section  8  That  in  the  event  of  the  death,  resignation,  re¬ 
moval  or  dismissal  of  any  agent,  licensed  under  this  act  be- . 
fore  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  he  was  lieensed.  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  General,  upon  the  application 
of  such  company,  or  association,  accompanied  by  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  proper  instrument,  appointing  another  person  to  be 
their  attorney  6r  agent,  to  issue  a  license  to  such  company, 
or  association,  to  transact  their  business,  by  such  other  at- 
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torney  or  agent,  during  the  unexpired  period  of  the  term  for 
which  said  license  was  c  riginally  issued  :  Provided ,  That  such 
new  attorney  shall,  before  receiving  such  other  license,  give 
the  same  bond  required  by  this  act,  in  cases  of  original  appli¬ 
cations. 

Section  9.  That  the  Auditor  General  shall  have  power  to 
revoke  and  annul  any  license  issued  by  him  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act,  when  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  assets 
of  said  company  or  association  have  become  impaired  to  the 
extent  ef  more  than  thirty  per  centum  thereof,  or  in  case 
he  shall  ascertain  that  said  license  was  originally  obtained  by 
fraud  or  misstatement,  or  for  the  misconduct  of  any  agent ; 
and  public  notice  shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  newspapers, 
published  in  the  county  or  city  where  said  agent  was  located, 
of  the  revocation  of  said  license. 

Section  10.  That  every  agent  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  transact  business  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  com¬ 
pany  or  association  for  which  he  is  licensed,  in  each  and  every 
county  of  this  Commonwealth,  either  in  person  or  by  any 
subordinate  agent  or  agents  appointed  by  him,  and  acting 
under  his  authority  and  direction,  and  he  shall  be  immedi¬ 
ately  responsible  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the  tax  on  all  pre¬ 
miums  received  in  the  State,  whether  the  same  are  received 
by  him  directly  or  through  his  subordinate  agents ;  and  the 
said  agent  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  as  many  subordi¬ 
nate  agents  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  certify  the  names 
and  residences  of  the  same  to  the  Auditor  General,  who  there¬ 
upon  shall  issue  to  each  of  said  subordinate  agents,  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  usual  fee  of  his  office,  a  certificate  showing  that 
the  company  or  association  has  complied  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  act,  and  that  the  agent  thereof  has  full  power 
and  authority  to  transact  business  in  any  part  of  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  that  he  has  designated  such  person  as  his 
subordinate  agent ;  and  no  person  shall  act  as  a  subordinate 
agent  until  he  has  received  such  certificate. 

Section  11.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  corpo¬ 
ration  or  association,  as  aforesaid,  to  publish  annually  a  copy 
of  the  statement  forwarded  to  the  Auditor  General,  within  one 
month  from  the  time  the  license  is  granted,  at  least  three  times 
a  week  for  the  space  of  two  weeks,  in  the  city  or  county  in 
which  their  principal  agency  may  be  established ;  or  if  no  daily 
paper  is  published  in  said  city  or  county,  then  in  a  weekly 
paper  thereof  for  three  weeks. 

Section  12.  That  any  person,  or  persons,  receiving  pre¬ 
miums,  or  forwarding  applications,  or  in  any  other  way  trans¬ 
acting  business,  for  any  insurance  company,  or  association, 
not  incorporated  by  this  State,  without  having  received  au¬ 
thority  so  to  act,  for  such  company,  or  association,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  in  any  other  way  violating  the 
•provisions  of  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  at  least 
five  hundred  dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered  and  col¬ 
lected  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  one- half  of  said  fine 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and  the  other  half 
to  the  informer,  or  party,  prosecuting  j  and  any  company  do- 
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ing  business,  by  receiving  applications,  or  forwarding  policies, 
to  any  person,  not  duly  authorized  to  act  as  agent,  shall  be 
fined  in  a  like  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  each  offence,  and 
be  prohibited  from  doing  business  in  this  State,  until  such  fine 
or  fines,  be  fully  paid 

Section  13.  For  the  better  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorneys,  in  any 
of  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  enforce  the  provi¬ 
sions,  and  requirements  of  the  same,  for  which  each  and  every 
district  attorney  is  hereby  empowered,  personally,  or  by  some 
person  acting  for  him,  by  his  authority,  once  in  each  and  every 
year,  to  examine  any  licensed  agent,  or  agents,  transacting,  or 
carrying  on,  business  in  the  county  for  which  said  district  at¬ 
torney  is  elected,  to  examine  the  books  of  all  such  agencies, 
so  as  to  satisfy  himself  that  such  agent,  or  agents,  have  ful-’ 
filled  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  this  act,  and  paid 
all  taxes  due  the  Commonwealth,  and  make  report  thereof, 
once  in  each  and  every  year,  to  the  Auditor  General ;  and  he 
shall  attach  to  his  report,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  subscribed 
by  him,  a  declaration  that  he  has,  by  himself,  or  by  some  one 
authorized  by  him  for  the  special  purpose,  examined  the  agent, 
or  agents,  and  the  books  of  such  agencies  as  are  named  in  his 
report,  and  that  from  such  examinations,  he  is  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  his  said  report  ;  for  which  said  report  and  ser¬ 
vices,  the  said  district  attorneys  shall  receive,  from  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  per  centum  of  the  amount  of  State  tax,  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  by  all  such  agents,  as  shall  be  named  in  his  an¬ 
nual  report,  and  doing  business  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  district  attorneys  to  enforce  this 
act,  and  its  penalties,  against  any  such  agents,  persons,  compa¬ 
nies,  or  associations,  as  aforesaid,  by  suit,  or  suits,  at  law,  in  the 
name  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  for  every  suit  so  commenced 
and  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution,  the  said  district 
attorneys  shall  receive  an  attorney  fee  of  ten  dollars  ;  which 
said  fee  shall  be  a  part  of  the  taxable  costs  of  such  suit. 

Section  14.  That  the  following  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  ex¬ 
cept  as  to  existing  licenses  granted  in  pursuance  thereof,’  and 
liabilities  incurred  under  said  acts,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed :  J 

“An  Act  relative  to  agencies  of  foreign  insurance,  trust  and 
annuity  companies,”  approved  April  9th,  A.  D.  1856. 

.  supplement  to  an  act  relative  to  the  agencies  of  foreign 
insurance,  trust  and  annuity  companies,  approved  April  9th 
1856,”  approved  the  12th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1857. 

“An  Act  relative  to  foreign  insurance  companies  in  the 
county  of  Erie,”  approved  the  29th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1859. 

“An  Act-  relating  to  the  collection  of  taxes  on  foreign  insu¬ 
rance  companies,”  approved  the  1st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861. 

“An  Act  relating  to  foreign  insurance  agencies,”  approved 
the  11th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1862. 

Section  two  of  “An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for 
the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,”  approved  the  25th  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1864,  J 

.  ^  authorize  the  agents  of  foreign  insurance,  an¬ 

nuity  and  trust  companies  to  transact  business  in  any  county 
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of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,”  approved  the  27th 
day  of  March,  A.  D.  1865  ,  ,  .  .  t  reiating  to  the 

-J&* A 

» .  .rirass 

approved  the  28th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  18t>7. 


notes  and  explanations 

•  „  Inll  to  revise  amend  and  consolidate  the  several  laws  regu- 

AeeompanyingMUo  gf  forglgn  inmrance  companies. 

Section  first  is  a  portion  of  the  first  This 

relative  to  agencies  of  foreign  in- “  >  yfe  insurance,  trust  orannuity 

act  only  declared  it  unlawful  for  fire  > w* ■  ithout  license,  thereby  ren- 
companies  to  transact  business  “  paniM>  other  than  those 

dering  it  lawful,  by  implies  .  withthe  provisions  of  this  act. 

named,  to  do  business  without  »P  J  ^  named  „ere  the  only  kinds  in 
At  the  time  of  its  passage,  th  P  d  casualty,  and  horse,  and  cat- 

oneration;  but  since  that  period,  health  organized  and  success- 

Commonwealth.  ,  „™wivelv  to  “incorporated  companies,”  but 

The  original  section  referred  «eluBively  t  .  P  iai()E3  t0  .<an  for- 

a  supplement,  approved  May  12.  ^  co.partoership8,  whether 

eign  associations,  companies,  fir  ,  _  stock  or  mutual  principle,  or 

the  same  are  based,  or  establl^’|;  the  amended  section,  and  also  the 

plan.”  These  words  are  1  “  ,^  -  wbe r e  it  oc<i u r a  in  the  original  section, 

‘word  ‘'assets,”  for  “capital  stock  where ^it  oc  of  the  fir8t  section 

Section  second  is  modelled  upon  the  r  ^  f  the  agent  to  con- 

of  the  act  of  1856.  The  words  making  the  appomun  ^  ^  ^  ^  or|ginal 

tinue  until  another  agent  or  f  torn®J;venience  of  agents,  and  the  Auditor 
section,  but  are  introduced  for  th  tice  under  the  act  of  1856,  to 

General’s  department.  It  has  been  th  J attorney,  and  bond,  to  secure  the 
require  the  agent  to  renew  >«s  power  f  tt  the  renewal  of  license, 

payment  of  the  tax  on  premiums,  a  J,  d  e  jmp0smg  eon- 

i  practice  for  which  there  appears  no^good  reason^  ana  Depart^ent_  The 

siderable  labor  and  annoyance  upon  h  ; ve  service  of  process  against 

power  of  attorney,  authorizing  the  agent  to  receive  h  premiums, 

?he  company,  in  this  State,  and  without  any  disadvan- 

uiay  be  made  to  continue  during  the  entire  agency, 

'^CstatemeC roquired  by  the  original  section,  is  identical  with  that  in¬ 
corporated  into  this  revised  section.  required  by  the  act  is  bet- 

Section  three  is  entirely  newt  The  t))an  ’f  life  insurance  compu¬ 
ter  adapted  to  ascertain  the  con  the  Auditor  General  should  have 

ides,  and  it  cannot  but  be  obviousth  ,  j  ;  the  form  of  the  inter- 
r:  =s tr^^mt=^S:r,dition  of  companies, 
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Section  four  is  substantially  the  ““^^{““gg^hirSteU^forward 
intended  to  compel  companies,  transacting  business  in  im»nv  , 
the  statement  of  their  condition  within  the  prescribed  tim  ^  the 

Section  five  is  a  combination  of  portions  o f  * ons  foul LtoaDmake  Written 
act  of  1856,  and  requires  the  company,  through  it  thousaQd  do|. 

application  for  license,  and  the  agent  o  gtv  the  tax  on  premiums. 

E,  wi.b  ...  <“  M- 

Bv  this  section  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  original  sum  was 

la'rs,  in  the  original  act,  to  five  thousand  do Ur,  ^ongin^ 

fixed  at  a  time  when  tne  insurance  buaine.  a”e  tbat  the  tax  on 

premiums  t  “n^  one*  ye^xceTd  the  sum i  of two  thousand  Hollars. 

xs*  t  ^efT?o|r^ 

r  Toi  March*1^1 1867* relative  Certain  foreign 

insurance  companies.  nf  lieermes  for  particular 

The  act  of  1856  only  contemplated  the  issuing  P  200 

counties,  and  the  sum  required  for  and  for  each’  and  e'ver; 

,0,  UM-T-*  <» 

other  county,  the  sum  of  $100.  unuer  mi»  .  1  appoiQt  a 

transact  business  in  the  principal  coantie  w.^  'di”tinct  license,  and 
separate  agent  for  each,  who  was  required  to  ta.se  out  a  n 

then  the  power  of  the  ^ 

counties  in  which  they  were  regularly  heeded.  *and  Pittsburg, 

panies  only  appointed  agents  m  the  cuie  ,  t  wo  ciTies  Whether 

and  nine-tenths  of  the  agencies  became  centred  mthesetwoc^  go^hies,  is 

themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  But  e  therein  specified, 

^^Sseaamst  tas  s 

A1AnotheyrCneUw’featureof  this  section  is  the  one  requiringlicenses^o  be 
issued  to  the  thirty-first  of  December  following  the  date  Uiereo^  ^  aU  re_ 
of  having  all  licenses  hereafter  to  expire  with  the  calend  y  ,  Under  the 
newals  for  the  entire  year,  expiring, with  the  clos  ag  the 

existing  system,  licenses  expire  during  every  month  m  the  yeai 
statement,  showing  the  condition  of  the  company,  is  e  in  "  h 

January,  it  often  happens  that  there  is  aamtovaof  montta  between  t  le 

time  of  filing  the  statement  ana  issuing  the  iicens.  .  p  pral 

th“  companv  have  become  impaired  during  this  tome,  the .And  or  G ««a 
has  no  means  of  ascertaining  it.  Obviously,  it  is  a  much  better  a.range 


86 

meat  that  the  statement  should  be  made,  and  the  license  issued,  about  the 
same  time. 

The  latter  portion  of  this  section  is  substantially  the  act  of  March  28, 
1867,  relative  to  certain  foreign  insurance  companies,  which  act  was  passed 
to  cover  the  class  of  companies  not  included  in  prior  acts. 

Section  seven  is  a  portion  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1856,  and  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  1866,  with  certain  modifications.  The  former  re¬ 
quired  the  agent  to  retain  in  his  hands,  out  of  every  dollar  received  by  him 
for  premiums,  &c  ,  the  sum  of  three  cents,  to  be  paid  into  the  State  Trea¬ 
sury,  This  language  would  be  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  attain  the  ob¬ 
ject  in  view,  which  was  a  tax  of  three  per  centum  upon  the  business  of  the 
company,  if  all  insurance  companies  received  their  premiums  in  cash.  But 
many  life  insurance  companies  take  only  a  certain  proportion  of  cash,  some 
half  and  others  two-thirds,  and  for  the  remainder  they  take  the  notes  of  the 
insured,  which  notes  are  to  be  liquidated  by  prospective  dividends.  In  some 
cases  the  practice  is  to  give  the  insured  a  loan  from  the  company,  and  to 
take  an  acknowledgment  of  credit ;  but  ia  any  form  the  transaction  can  oaly 
be  viewed  as  a  convenient  arrangement  between  the  company  and  the  in¬ 
sured,  by  which  the  former  get  what  they  regard  as  the  equivalent  of  money. 
The  department  has  always  compelled  these  note  companies  to  pay  the  tax 
of  three  per  centum  upon  the  entire  amount  of  premiums  received,  whether 
in  the  form  of  cash  or  any  substitute  therefor  ;  but  it  has  always  been  ques¬ 
tioned, whether  the  letter  of  the  law  would  compel  the  agent  to  pay  more 
than  three  per  centum  upon  the  actual  cash  coming  into  his  hands.  In  order 
to  avoid  any  future  difficulty  in  regard  to  this  matter,  the  amended  section 
provides  that  the  agent  shall  retain,  from  the  money  received  by  him,  a  tax 
equal  to  three  per  centum  upon  the  entire  amount  of  premiums  received 
for  the  company.  This  will  place  companies  doing  business  on  the  note, 
and  those  doing  business  on  the  all  cash  principle,  on  the  same  platform. 

Section  eight  is  a  feature  taken  from  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  May 
1,  1861,  and  provides  for  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of 
an  agent  before  the  expiration  of  license 

Section  nine  is  entirely  new,  and  one  for  which  experience  suggests  the 
necessity.  As  the  laws  now  are,  the  Auditor  General  has  no  power  to  re¬ 
voke  a  license  once  issued,  no  matter  how  flagrant  may  be  the  misconduct 
of  the  agent,  or  how  well  satisfied  he  may  become  that  it  was  procured  by 
fraudulent  statements 

Section  ten  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  practice  that 
has  necessarily  proceeded  from  the  system  of  State  licenses.  The  act  of 
March  27,  1865,  authorized  the  licensing  of  an  agent  for  the  entire  State, 
and  required  a  sum  to  be  paid  therefor  which  was  regarded  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent  for  a  number  of  local  licenses,  without  providing  in  terms  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business  through  subordinate  agencies.  It  is  obvions  that  a  sin¬ 
gle  agent  cannot  occupy  so  large  a  field  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  while  he  receives  the  license  and  is  directly  responsible  for  the  tax  on 
all  premiums  received,  he  should  be  empowered  to  do  business  at  every 
point,  by  persons  acting  under  his  authority.  With  the  view  of  bringing 
these  subordinate  agencies  under  some  sort  of  system,  they  are  required  to 
receive  certificates  from  the  Auditor  General,  showing  that  the  company 
for  which  they  act  has  complied  with  the  law,  and  that  the  State  agent  has 
designated  them  as  his  subordinates.  This  will  serve  to  protect  them  at 
any  time  that  their  authority  to  transact  business  may  be  questioned.  The 
State  agent,  however,  is  the  only  person  directly  responsible  to  the  State, 

|  and  it  is  not  designed  to  recognize  any  other,  except  in  the  incidental  man¬ 
ner  above  indicated. 
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Section  eleven  is  substantially  section  five  of  the  act  of  1856. 

Section  twelve  is  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  1,  1866,  with 
slight  verbal  alterations. 

Section  thirteen  is  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  1856,  and  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  August  25,  1864,  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  the 
use  of  the  Commonwealth,  with  some  alterations  that  do  not  impair  the 
original  intention  of  the  sections  referred  to.  The  original  section  of  the 
act  of  1856,  required  district  attorneys  to  examine  the  books  of  agencies, 
to  ascertain  that  they  had  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  had  paid 
all  taxes  due  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  companies  possessed  the 
capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  is  very  necessary  as  a  check, 
so  far  as  the  business  of  the  company  is  concerned,  but  district  attorneys 
canaot  possibly  determine  whether  a  company  has  the  requisite  capital  by 
examining  the  books  of  an  agent,  and  consequently  this  particular  provision 
is  omitted  as  out  of  place.  The  commission  of  district  attorneys,  now  fixed 
at  ten  per  cent.,  is  left  blank  in  the  amended  section,  to  be  filled  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  Legislature. 

Section  fourteen  repeals  all  existing  laws  regulating  the  licensing  of  agents 
of  foreign  insurance  companies,  all  the  valuable  provisions  of  these  acts  be¬ 
ing  embodied,  it  is  believed,  in  the  amended  law.  Among  the  acts  repealed 
is  the  act  of  May  1,  1861,  which  authorized  the  issuing  of  licenses  fora  term 
of  years  not  exceeding  five.  Very  few  licenses  of  this  description  are  now 
(joutstanding,  and  it  is  impossible  to  see  any  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
the  law,  either  to  the  companies  or  to  the  Commonwealth  It  disturbs  the 
harmony  of  the  system,  and  its  repeal  is  therefore  deemed  advisable. 


A  SUPPLEMENT 

To  an  act  to  revise,  amend  and  consolidate  existing  laws  for  the  assess¬ 
ment  and  collection  of  State  taxes,  and  county  and  township  rates 
and  levies,  approved  the  day  of  1868. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commission-  Duty  of  county 

srs  of  the  several  counties,  in  each  and  every  year,  immedi-  commissioners. 

itely  after  the  assessment  of  taxes  for  State  and  county  purposes 

shall  have  been  completed,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  to 

3ause  their  clerk  to  make  fair  duplicates  thereof,  in  convenient 

'orm,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  county  treasurer,  on  or  be* 

’ore  the  first  day  of  May,  annually,  together  with  a  certificate 
mder  their  hands  respectively,  and  attested  by  their  clerk, 
i  lertifying  that  the  taxes  charged  in  said  duplicates,  have  been 
( July  assessed  according  to  law. 

Section  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  county  trea-  County  trea¬ 
surer,  after  he  shall  receive  the  duplicates  of  assessment  as  surer  to  give  no- 
lereinbefore  provided,  to  give  at  least  thirty  days’  notice,  by  tice. 
veekly  publication,  in  four  newspapers,  if  so  many  be  pub- 
*  ished  in  the  county,  two  English  and  two  German,  aod  in  such 
ts  may  be  published  in  the  county,  where  the  number  is  less 
ban  four,  and  by  at  least  six  printed  band-bills,  to  be  put  up 
n  the  most  public  places  in  each  borough  and  township,  of 
he  time  and  place  where  the  said  treasurer  will  attend  for  the 
mrpose  of  receiving  State,  county  and  militia  taxes,  previous 


88 


*>  1 s 

borough  containing  less  than  four  hundred  fables  and  two 
days  in  each  township  haring  more  than  that  number  ot  tax 
ables ;  and  he  shall  give  receipts  for  taxes  in  all  cases,  w 

reouired  by  the  persons  paying  the  same,  . 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  treasurer,  in  case  any 
Treasurer  to  de-  county  or  militia  taxes,  assessed  in  any  township,  ward 

liverhs  ts  Of  de-  c J  county,  shall  remain  unpaid  for  a  period  of 

S ,1  twenty 'toys  after  the  first  day  of  August,  in  each  and  every 
peac^  ^ %  make  out  a  schedule  of  all  such  unpaid  taxes  with 

the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  are  cbaiged,  and 
deliver  the  said  schedule  to  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  m 
said  township,  borough  or  ward  where  such  taxes  remain  un 

■  paid  •  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  to  whom  the  said 
Justices  to  give  Pa  ,  Uoiirered.  as  aforesaid,  to  immediately  de- 


notice 


When  execu¬ 
tion  to  issue. 


Execution  to 
constables. 


Schedule  shall  be  delivered,  Is  aforesaid,  to  immediately  de- 
liver  a  written  or  printed  notice  to  every  person  named  in  said 
schedule  living  in  the  township,  borough  or  ward,  or  leave 
the  same  at  their  residence,  and  to  notify,  by  mail,  all  ^“-resi¬ 
dents  that  he  has  received  from  the  county  treasurer  the 
schedule  of  unpaid  taxes,  and  that  if  the  same  be  not  paid  by 
the  first  of  December  following,  he  will  issue  execution 
the  collection  of  the  same ;  and  for  the  service  oi  al>  . 
notices,  the  said  justice  shall  be  allowed  ten  cents  each,  to  be 

’tS&'SSKSSSTw  P~.., .««,  m*.  »«■ 

duly  notified ,  as  aforesaid,  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  justice,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  to  add  five  per  cent,  to  the  amount 
thereof  and  to  issne  execution  against  the  delinquent,  for 
collection  of  the  same,  with  costs  ;  which  execution  shall  be 
placed  by  the  justice,  in  the  hands  of  any  constable  m  said 
county’  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  the  same,  as  othe 
debts  Ae  now  collected  by  law,  and  pay  the  amount,  so  col- 
iected  to  the  said  justice,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of 
the  execution :  Provided,  There  shall  be  no  exemption  of  goo  1 
from  execution,  except  such  as  is  allowed  by  ^  Provision  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  and  that  -he  justice 
and  constable  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  as  for  like 

66  Section  5*  All  persons  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
ei«rhTtoy  of  July  aforesaid,  pay  to  the  said  treasurer  the 
amount  of  his  or  her  taxes,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  five 
t  thereon  in  lieu  of  all  deductions  heretofore  allowed 
bv  law  ;  and  said  treasurer  shall  keep  his  office  in  the  county 
ISrbAept  seat,  and  open  at  all  reasonable  bo-irs  for  the  recmpt  o ^  axes 
open  at  county  each  and  every  year,  from  the  said  first  day  oi  May  until  ui 

seat-  twentieth  day  of  August.  .  •  v  ri  iv»prp 

Section  b  J  When  said  taxes  shall  remain  unpaid,  and  taer 
Certificates  Of  rty  in  the  district  belonging  to  non-residents,  or  to 

Esi— ■  s  rsszu?  s 

same  to  be  entered  of  record  in  the  prothonotory  b  o  ce, 


Fees  of  justice 
and  constable. 


Fire  per  cent 
allowed  for 
prompt  pay¬ 
ment. 


liens. 
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such  county,  which  shall  be  a  lien  against  said  property  until 
paid  with  'costs  of  entry.  And  if  said  taxes  be  not  paid 
within  sixty  days  after  entry,  as  aforesaid,  said  treasuier  may- 
issue  execution  thereon,  and  collect  the  amounts  due,  wit 
costs,  in  like  manner  as  judgments  in  the  courts  of  common 
nleas  are  collectable. 

Section  7.  That  upon  the  delivery,  by  the  county  treasurer, 
of  the  schedule  of  unpaid  taxes,  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
he  shall  charge  such  justice  with  the  whole  amount  of  unpaid 
taxes,  contained  in  said  schedule,  in  a  book  to  oe  provided 
that  purpose,  which  shall  be  opened  for  the  inspection  of  the 
county  commissioners  and  auditors;,  and  the  said  justice  shall 
pay  over  all  such  taxes  and  additions,  to  the  treasurer,  on  or 
before  the  thirtieth  day  of  December  following  ;  and  the  said 
justice,  and  his  securities,  shall  only  be  discharged  from  the 
liabilities  of  this  act,  by  his  paying  over  the  amount  of  ai 
such  taxes,  after  deducticg  such  exonerations  as  may  be 
allowed  by  the  commissioners,  for  mistakes,  indigent  pei&onb, 
and  the  amount  that  cannot  be  collected,  by  execution,  from 
non-residents,  together  with  two  per  cent  which  shall  be 
allowed  said  justice,  on  all  moneys  collected  and  paid  over,  to 

the  treasurer  aforesaid.  .tip  „„„ 

Section  8.  That  in  all  cases  where  the  constable  owny 

township,  ward  or  borough  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform 

the  duties  by  this  act  enjoined,  or  shall  fail  to  qualify  or  give 
security,  as 'provided  by  law,  on  or  before  the  third  Monday 
of  September  in  each  year,  the  county  commissioners  aie 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  collector  in  hw  stead,  who 
shall  on  giving  security  and  becoming  qualified  as  required 
of  constables,  proceed  with  like  power  and  authority  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  constables,  as  required  by  this  act. 

Section  9.  That  if  anv  treasurer,  justice  of  the  peace,  con¬ 
stable  or  collector,  shall  fail  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  re¬ 
quired  of  them,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  he  or  they  shall 
upon  conviction  before  any  court,  forfeit  and  pay  a  line  ot  not 
less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  more  than  two  thousand 
dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  court,  whmh  shall  be  ie- 
covered  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  instance  of 
the  treasurer  or  commissioners  of  said  county,  who  shall  col¬ 
lect  the  same,  as  other  debts  of  like  amount  are  now  collected 
by  law  ;  which  said  fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  foi 

the  use  the  county.  .  , 

Section  10.  That  in  lieu  of  the  percentage  now.  received  by 

the  treasurer  of  such  county,  or  State  tax  by  him  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury,  he  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  to  deouct 
and  retain  out  of  the  gross  amount  of  moneys  collected  and 
received  by  him,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  six  per  cent,  on  the  amount  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  by  him  to  the  State  Treasurer,  four  percent, 
of  which  shall  be  paid  by  him  to  the  credit  of  the  said  county. 

Section  11.  That  the  constables  and  collectors  receiving 
taxes  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  without  resorting  to 
levy  and  sale  of  goods,  shall  be  entitled  to  deduct  from  the 
amount  so  received,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  December, 
each  year,  the  sum  of  fire  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thereof , 
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and  on  all  taxes  received  after  said  date  they  shall  be  entitled 
to  demand  and  receive,  from  the  persons  paying  the  same, 
the  sum  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  said  taxes,  as  their 
compensation  for  such  collection. 

Section  12.  That  the  assessors  of  the  different  wards,  town¬ 
ships  and  boroughs  in  said  county,  in  making  the  extra  assess¬ 
ments  required  by  law,  shall  certify  the  name  of  the  person 
applying  to  be  assessed,  with  the  amount  of  tax  imposed  both 
for  State  and  county  purposes,  to  the  constables  or  collectors 
discharging  their  duties,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and 
the  said  constables,  or  collectors,  shall  receive  and  receipt  for 
all  such  taxes  ;  which  receipts  shall  be  as  valid  as  receipts 
heretofore  given  by  collectors  in  like  cases. 

Section  13.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extend 
to  the  county  of  Allegheny,  nor  to  the  city  and  county  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Section  14.  That  sections  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth  and  eleventh  of  the  act  to 
reduce  tbe  expenses  of  collecting  State  and  county  taxes,  in 
the  county  of  Venango,  approved  3d  of  April,  1851,  and  the 
first  section  of  the  act  to  extend  the  same  to  the  counties  of 
Mercer  and  Beaver,  approved  the  19th  of  January,  1853;  the 
act  to  extend  the  same  to  the  county  of  Jefferson,  approved 
the  18th  of  February,  1857;  sections  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  elev¬ 
enth,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  sev¬ 
enteenth  and  eighteenth  of  the  act  relating  to  the  collection  of 
taxes  in  Franklin  county,  approved  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1853,  and  the  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the  act  relative  to 
collection  of  taxes  in  said  county,  approved  17th  March,  1853; 
the  act  relating  to  the  collection  of  State  and  county  taxes 
in  the  county  of  Bucks,  approved  29th  March,  1859,  and  the 
supplement  thereto,  approved  31st  March,  1864,  and  the  sup¬ 
plement  thereto,  approved  14th  February,  1867;  the  act  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  collection  of  taxes  in  the  counties  of  Carbon  and 
Luzerne,  approved  17th  April,  1866;  the  act  relating  to  the 
collection  of  taxes  in  Cumberland  county,  approved  5th  April, 
1867;  the  act  relating  to  collection  of  State  and  county  taxes 
in  the  county  of  Monroe,  approved  6th  May,  1867,  and  all 
other  laws  extending  the  provisions  of  these,  or  any  of  them, 
to  other  counties  of  the  State,  and  so  much  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  as  authorizes  the  county  commissioners 
to  appoint  collectors  of  taxes,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  same, 
inconsistent  with  or  supplied  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  :  Provided ,  That  where  any 
proceeding,  or  thing,  shall  have  been  commenced  under  any  of 
the  acts  hereby  repealed,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  continue  and  com¬ 
plete  such  proceeding,  or  thing,  thereunder,  in  like  manner  as 
if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 


91 


REMARKS 

Explanatory  of  the  hill ,  entitled  iCA  supplement  to  an  act  to  revise ,  amend 
and  consolidate  existing  laws  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  State 
taxes ,  and  county  and  township  rates  and  levies ,”  approved  the  day 
of  1868. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  abolish  township,  borough  and  ward  collectors 
j:  State  and  county  taxes,  and  to  confer  the  needful  powers,  for  the  dis- 
aarge  of  the  duty,  upon  the  county  treasurers  of  the  several  counties, 
he  county  of  Allegheny,  and  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  are  ex¬ 
uded  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  proposed,  because  they  now  have 
abstantially  the  same  system,  and  for  the  further  reason,  that  the  general 
rstem  of  taxation  is  so  interwoven  with  the  city  governments  of  Philadel- 
lia  and  Pittsburg,  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  either  to  separate 
iem,or  to  make  them  work  harmoniously  together.  The  system  proposed 
i  neither  new  nor  untried.  It  has  long  beeen  in  use  in  other  States,  and  is 
i)w  in  successful  operation  in  ten  counties  of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  sundry 
leal  enactments,  passed  at  various  times,  from  1851  to  1867,  inclusive.  The 
111  submitted  is  mainly  a  consolidation  of  the  provisions  of  these  several 
leal  laws  into  one,  making  the  law  general,  and  repealing  all  former  laws 
<l  the  subject. 

■  It  may  be  that  the  authority  to  issue  execution  in  the  sixth  section,  with- 
(it  reserving  the  right  of  redemption,  is  too  harsh.  If  so  regarded,  this 
cn  be  remedied  by  so  modifying  the  section  as  to  require  final  proceedings 
1  be  had,  under  the  one  hundred  and  thirty -seventh  section  of  the  act  to 
ffiich  this  is  intended  to  be  a  supplement. 

This  bill  is  considered  of  great  public  importance,  and  is  most  earnestly 
icommended  to  the  favorable  action  of  the  Legislature,  for  reasons  more 
Illy  stated  in  the  general  report.  No  good  public  reason  can  be  imagined 
Ipy  twenty,  or  thirty,  or  more,  persons,  in  every  county,  should  be  occu¬ 
pied  and  paid  for  doing  that  which  all  experience  demonstrates  can  be  done 
Itterbyone. 
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an  act 


Taxing  bank,  stocks.* 


a  _.NT  1  -Do  rjf  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Represen - 

Tb.t  .lifc SPSS'S  "vSiaT. 
p orate,  in  any  state  or  of  the  government  ot 

value  thereof,  and  also  be 

nicipal  and  school  PurP°s®*’  ^  ^  banking  association 

■“bSSS-  That  immediately  upon  the  passage  ofthis  act 
H  shall  be  the  duty  of 

“  B«dationB  withn  thmr  =tive 

trme  the  assessment  shall  be  made  as  prescribed  by 
case  of  other  personal  property,  and  according  the  p 

T1  Section^18 That  the  taxes  assessed  under  this  act  shall  1 

tdd  kss  £S£ 

the  shares  of  stock  of  defaulting  stockholders  with  the  acci u. 
dividends,  shall  be  subject  to  attachment  and 

“he  usJ  o f ^th e  C Ckrmm o n wealth,  the  sum  of  one  per  cent  « 
the  assessed  value  of  their  stock,  the  shareholders 
W  St  rxempt  from 

Qaid  shares  for  the  year;  and  the  State  treasurer  is 
required  to  certify  promptly  the  fact  of  such  payment  to  1 


*This  bill  was  preparedafter  the  general  report  was  in  print,  £ 
hence  not  referred  to  therein. 


of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;.  ^  of  aQ  act  t0  amend  the 

1866,  and  an  act  to  increase  u  0f  ^e  national 

ES^SS  ‘AWtt  S  -  -  “ 

are  hereby  repealed. 


remarks 

Accompanying  the  bill  taxing  bank  stocks. 

The  former  laws  on  this  subject  hare  P™TebdJ^^ 
unconstitutional,  and  as  a  consequence  believed  this  bill  has  been 

and  collection. 


